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Art. I. Poems upon feveral Occafions, Englith, Italian, and Latin, 
with Tranflations, by John Milton: wiz. Lycidas, l’Allegro, il 
Penferofo, Arcades, Comus, Odes, Sonnets, Mifcellanies, Eng- 
lihh Pfalms, Elegiarum Liber, Epigrammatum Liber, Sylvarum 
Liber. With Notes critical and explanatory, and other I/luftra- 
tions, by ‘Thomas Warton, Fellow of Trinity College, and late 
Profeflor of Poetry at Oxford. 8vo. 8s. Boards. Dodiley. 1785. 


E fhould deem it neceffary to begin this article with of- 
fering fome apology to the Public for having fo long 
poftponed the account of the work now before us, were we not 
perfuaded that al! our Readers muft do us the juftice to recollect, 
that our labours, like thofe of other men, will fometimes meet 
with unavoidable interruptions. Of this, indeed, the late ap- 
pearance of Mr. Warton’s edition of the fmaller poems of Mil- 
ton, in our monthly Journal, may be adduced as an inftance: 
for this is not a work which we could have overlooked, but the 
confideration of which has been hitherto protracted, from cir- 
cumftances painful to our recollection. 

That thefe Fuvenile Poems fhould have attracted Mr. Warton’s 
attention, we may mention as a proof of an elegant tafte, while 
the many notes with which he has enriched them entitle him to 
confiderable, though not to unalloyed, praife. 

Milton is undoubtedly the moft learned of all our Englith 
poets; and he has fo imterwoven his learning with his poetry, 
that his readers will gladly accept the affiftance of an able anno- 
tator. For this office his prefent Editor is peculiarly qualified, 
being not only converfant with the elegant remains of Grecian 
and Roman learning, but intimately acquainted likewile, as his 
valuable Hiffory of Englifh Poetry fufficiently teftifies, with thofe 
treafures of Gothic and old Englifh literature with which Mil- 
ton, in his younger years, appears to have been fingularly de 
lighted, and to which frequent allufions are made even in the 


Paradife Loft. 
VoL, Xxrx. B Confiderable 
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Confiderable pleafure have we received from this learned ats 
tempt to illuftrate the obfcurities, and to difplay, and give addi+ 
tional effet to, the beauties of our great poet; who, little de- 
jeQted by the negleé of his cotemporaries, looked forward with 
the calmnefs and confidence of confcious merit, to the impar- 
tiality of a future generation ;—perfuaded that a cordatior atas was 
not far diftant, when a juft tribute would be paid to his poetical 
abilities. 

Tum (fays he in his Ode to Roufe) Jivare fepulto, 
Si quid meremur Jana pofteritas fciet. 


To behold the fulfilment of fuch preditions always affords plea- 
fure ;—-in the cafe of Milton we contemplate it with fingular 
fatisfation. Thofe violent party-prejudices which are well 
known to have been induftrioufly propagated after the Reftora- 
tion, both againft the political and religious principles he efpoufed 
(and which, fo far from being extin@, have excited the acrimony 
of his lateft Critic and Biographer), contributed to render thofe of 
his own and the following age infenfible to the exquifite charms 
of his Mufe. 

The poems, we find, which are here prefented to the Public, 
accompanied with the annotations and illuftrations of Mr. W. 
were publifhed almoft thirty years before the appearance of the 
Paradife Loft: during which interval they were fo totally difre- 
garded, at leaft by the general reader, as fcarcely to confer on 
their author the reputation of a writer of verfes, much lefs the 
diftin€tion and character of a true poet; and even after the pub- 
lication of that immortal work, they long continued to remain 
in their criginal ftate of neglect and ob{curity. How little he 
was efteemed as a poet, or at leaft how extremely averfe the 
writers of that period were to contribute to his poetic fame, may 
be inferred from a circumftance or two that are mentioned by 
Mr. Warton in bis ingenious Preface : 

‘ In an old Mifcellany, quaintly called Naps on Parnassus, 
and printed in 1658, there is a recital of the molt excellent Englifh 
poets, who, according to this Author’s enumeration, are Chaucer, 
Lydgate, Hardyng, Spencer, Drayton, Shakefpeare, Jonfon, Donne, 
Beaumont and Fletcher, Sandys, Cowley, and Cleveland, with fome 
others then living, and perhaps in fafhion, but now forgotten. But 
there is not a fyllable of the writer of L?’ ALLEGRO, IL PENSEROSO, 
and Comus. Nor is there the quantity of an hemiftich quoted from 
any of theie poems in the collections of thofe who have digefted the 
beauties or phrafes of the Englifh Poets, from 1655 to 1738 inclu- 
fively ;—though the author of one of thefe collections promifes to 
*«< give the reader the great images that are found in our poets who 
are truly great, as well as their topics and moral reflections ;” and the 
compiler of another profeffes chiefly to confider ** neglected and ex- 
piring merit, and to revive and preferve the excellencies which time 
and ob/ivion were upon the point of cancelling, rather than to repeat 
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what others had extraéted before *.”—The firft printed encomium 
which this volume {eems to have received was from the pen of Ads 
difon.’ (Speét. N® 249.) ; 

While thus contemplating the fhameful negleé& which the Poet 
experienced, it is impoffible to exprefs any furprife at our having 
fo few of his early blofams. This, combined with the anarchy 
of the times, involving him in political and religious con- 
troverfy, caufed him, in a great meafure, at a period of life 
when the imagination is moft warm and vigorous, to relinquifh 
the elegant exercifes of his Mufe. Not that his delight in, or 
relith for, thefe, was impaired (as Mr. W. would infinuate) by 
his zeal for innovation, and, what he Calls, the deplorable polemics 
of Puritanifm; but the real faét feems to be, that, ftimulated 
by his patriotic attachment, by a claflic love of liberty, and by 
that enthufiafm natural to a great poet, he was led to take an 
aétive part in the public commotions, and the more effectually 
to ferve the caufe he efpoufed, embarked on a fea of noife and 
hoarfe difpute, where he had no leifure for cherifhing thofe thoughts 
that move harmonious numbers, and for building the lofty rhime. 
It was merely the critical fituation of his country, that kept 
him from the Heliconian Spring. In proof of this, it is 
fufficient to obferve, that when civil commotions ceafed, he 
returned to his much-loved occupation, and produced, in fpite 
of Puritanifm, republicanifm, and blindnefs, that glorious work 
the Paradife Loff. When feafting on his poetry, we are 
ready to with that, inftead of his Apology for Smecymnuus ¢, his 
‘Tetrachordon, and fome other of his profe pieces, he had given 
us immortal verfe ; for though we would not be fuppofed to des 
fpife or undervalue his profe-wrtitings, we cannot but think with 
Mr. W. that on the topics agitated in fome of thefe, * minds Jefs 
refined and faculties lets elegantly cultivated might have been 
as well employed : 
coarfe compleétions 
And cheeks of forry grain, will ferve to ply 








* See a good Preface by Oldys (Pref. p. 20.) to a copious and ju- 
dicious compilation, called the Bairisu Muse, in three volumes, 
by Thomas Hayward. Weare furprifed to find Dennis, in his Let- 
ters, publifhed in 1721, quoting a few verfes from Milton’s Latin 
Poems, relating to his Travels. Sce p. 78,79. But Dennis had 
them from Toland’s Life of Milton: 

+ Mr. Warton is miitaken in faying Milton awrote Smefymnuus. 
The writers of this book were five ; viz. Stephen Marihal!, Edmund 
Calamy, Thomas Young (the Junius to whom Milton’s 4th Latin 
elegy is addrefled), Matthew Newcomen, and William Spuarftow; the 
firft letters of whofe Chriftian and Surnames compofe the word Smec- 
tymnuus, See Birch’s Life of Milton prefixed to his profe works, 
2 vols. quarto, p.z4. Of this book, Milton wrote a defence, called, 
An Apology for Smeeymnuus. 
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The fampler, and to teafe the hufwife’s wool; 
What need a vermeil-tinctur’d lip for that, 


Love-darting eyes, and trefies like the morn?” 
Comus, V. 750. 


But after all, love-darting eyes muft often be fixed on homely ob- 


jects, and the moft fublime geniufes be fometimes employed in 


difcuffing fubjes which lie level to ordinary abilities. Inftead, 
therefore, of wafting our time in abfurdly wondering and fruit- 
lefsly regretting that Milton has not written more poetry, we 
muft exprefs our obligations to him for thofe few juvenile poems 
which he found leifure or inclination to prefent to poftcrity, and 
proceed to confider what his prefent Editor has done to illuftrate 


them. 

As to Mr. Warton’s defign and condué in this edition, it 
will be beft fet forth in his own words: 

« My volume exhibits thofe poems of Milton, of which a fecond 
eciton, with fome flender additions, appeared in 1673, while the 
Author was yet living, under the title ** Poems upon feveral Occa- 
fions, by Mr. John Milton. Both Englifh and Latin, &c, Compofed 
at feveral Times.” In this collection our Author did not include his 
ParaDIsE REGAINED, and SAMsON AGONISTES, as fome later edi- 
tors have, perhaps improperly *, done. ‘Thofe two pieces, forming 
a fingle volame by themfelves, had juft before been printed together 
in 1671. Milton here intended only an edition of his juvenile 
poems ; and to this plan the prefent edition is confined, except only 
that two or three Latin Epigrams, and a few petty fragments of 
tranflation, feleéted from the profe works, are admitted. 

‘ The chief purpofe of the Notes is to explain our Author’s allu- 
fions, to illuftrate or to vindicate his beauties; to point out his imi- 
tations both of others and of himfelf, to elucidate his obfolete diction, 
and by the adduction and juxta-pofition of parallels univerfally 
gleaned both from his poetry and profe, to afcertain his favourite 
words, and to fhew the peculiarities of his phrafeology.’ 

He concludes his Preface by further informing us, that * he 
found it expedient to alter or enlarge Milton’s own titles, which 
feemed to want fulnefs and precifion, yet preferving their form and 
fubftance ; that he has difpofed the pieces in a new order, and more- 
over that he has endeavoured to render the text as uncorrupt and 
perfpicuous as poffible, not only by examining and comparing the 
authentic copies publithed under the Author’s immediate infpection, 
but by regulating the punuation, of which Milton appears to have 
been habitually carelefs.’ 

That attention which Mr. Warton has beftowed on the laft- 
mentioned object entitles him to peculiar commendation ; for 
nothing is more meritorious in an editor than an unremitting 





* In this we do not perceive any great impropriety. Though 
Milton did not originally print them with his fmaller poems, an 
Editor, furely, might afterward be allowed to include them, for 
convenience, in the fame volume. 
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Warton’s Edition of Milton's Poems. 5 
care to exhihit the text of his author with all poffible purity and 


corre@tnefs. This of itfelf will often preclude the labour of an- 
notation, being all that is requifite to render many paflages per- 
feétly intelligible. How many of the obfcurities of our divine 
Shakefpeare have been removed by the judicious ufe of commas, 
femicolons, &c.! And by availing himfelf of the affiftance of 
thefe humble axxiliaries of criticifm, we find Mr, Warton im- 
proving, and in fome places elucidating, the. text of Milton. 
However, therefore, the Poet may be difpofed (fhould they here- 
after meet in the fhades) to frown, and /ook with eyes afkance on 
his prefent Editor, for the very degrading mention he makes of 
his puritanical and republican principles, he would ftill be 
ready to acknowlege himfelf (for John Milton’s ghoft cannot be 
a defpicable gnoft) under fome obligations to him for this part 
of his labour ; as there is reafon to believe that thefe his Juvenile 
Poems are here offered to the Public more minutely accurate tham 
they came even trom his own pen. 

But Mr. Warton would have juft ground for complaint, were 
we to give him no other commendation than that which he 
merits for the care and accuracy he has difplayed in the depart- 
ment of an Editor. To a corrected text, he has fubjoined a 
body of explanatory notes, and critical illuftrations :—Notes and 
Tiluftrations which are manifeftly the fruit of diligent reading 
and patient refearch, ferving to unfold the treafures whence Mil- 
ton drew moft of his beautiful imagery ;—to explain his Gothic 
and claffical allufions ;—to point out the fource of many of his 
conceptions, and at the fame time to demonftrate and difplay the 
ftrength and fublimity of his genius. Thofe notes which may be 
called bifforical, and thofe at the end of the larger poems in this 
volume, containing a kind of general critique on them, abound 
with valuable information, are drawn up with much judgment 
and tafte, and will be perufed with peculiar pleafure. The notes 
in Lycipas on the vifien of the guarded mount, and the fable of 
Bellerys, are happy explanations of a difficult peffage, and do great 
credit to Mr. Warton as a commentator on Milton. We 
fhall tranfciibe the whole paffage from the poem, and then give, 
entire, the notes ceferred to, for the gratification of our poetical 
Readers. 

L.154. Ay me! whilft thee the fhores and founding feas 

Wath far away, where’er thy bones are hurl’d, 
Whether beyond the ftormy Hebrides, 

Where thou, perhaps, under the whelming tide, 
Vifit’ft the bottom of the monftrous world ; 

Or whether thou, to our moift vows denied, 
Sleep’/t by the fable of Bellerus old, 

Where the great vifion of ihe guarded mount 
Looks towards Namanco’s and Bayona’s hold; 


Look homeward, Angel, now, and melt with ruth. 
B 3 ‘ The 
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6 Warton’s Edition of Milton’s Poems. 


* The whole of this paffage (i. ¢. that in Italics) has never yet 
been explained or underftood. That part of the coait of Cornwall 
called the Lanp’s Exp, with its neighbourhood, is here intended, 
in which is the promontory of Betiterium fo named from Bellerus a 
Cornifh giant. And we are toid by Camden, that this is the only 
part of our ifland that looks direétly towards Spain. So alfo Dray- 
ton, Potyovs. &. xxiii. vol. ili. p. 1107. 


Then Cornwall creepeth out into the wefterne maine, 

As, lying in her eye, fhe pointed ftill at Spaine. 
And Orofius, ‘* The fecond angle or point of Spain forms a cape, 
«* where Brigantia, a city of Galicia, rears a moft lofty watch-tower, 
*€ of admirable conftruétion, in ful! view of Britain.”” Hist. L. 1. 
c. 11. fol. 5. a. edit Parif. 1524. fol. But what is the meaning of 
‘** The Great Vifion of the Guarded Mount?” And of the line im- 
mediately following, “ Look homeward Angel now, and melt with 
ruth?” I flatter myfelf { have difcovered Milton’s original and lead- 
ing idea. 

¢ Juft by the Land’s End in Cornwall, is 2 moft romantic projec- 

tion of rock, called Sarnr Micuarx’s Mount, into a harbour 
called Mounv’s-Bay. It gradually rifes from a broad bafis into a 
very fteep and narrow, but craggy elevation. ‘Towards the fea the 
declivity is almoft perpendicular. At low water it is acceflible by 
Jand: and not many years ago, it was entirely joined with the pre- 
fent fhore, between which and the Mount, there is a rock called 
CuHapet-rock. ‘Tradition, or rather fuperflition, reports, that it 
was anciently connected by a large tract of land, full of churches, 
with the ifles of Scilly. On the fummit of Saint Micuae.’s 
Mount amonattery was founded before the time of Edward the 
Confeflor, now a feat of Sir John Saint Aubyn. The church, re- 
fectory, and many of the apartments, ftill remain. With this mo- 
naftery, was incorporated a ftrong fortrefs, regularly garritoned ; and 
in a patent of Henry the Fourth, dated 1403, the monattery irfelf, 
which was ordered to be repaired, is ftyled ForraLtitium. Rym. 
FoeD, vill. 102. 340, 341. A itone-lantern, in one of the ang'es of 
the Tower of the Church, is called Satnt Micuac.’s Cuarr. But 
this is not the origina: Saint Micsaseu’s Cuair. Weare told by 
Carew, in his Survay or Cornwa tl, *‘A little without the Caftle 
[this fortrefs], there is a bad [dangerous] Seat in a craggy place, 
called Saint Michael’s Chaire, fomewhat daungerous for acceffe, and 
therefore holy for the adventure.” Ldit. 1602 p 154. We learn from 
Caxton’s Gotprn Licenpe, under the hiftory of the Angel M1- 
CHAEL, that ** ‘Th’ apparacyon of this angell is manyfold. The 
fyrft is when he appered in mount of Gargan, &c.” Edit. 1493. 
f. cclxxxii. a. William of Worceitre, who wrote his travels over 
England about 1490, fays, in defcribing Saint Micnaet’s Mount, 
there was an §* Apparicio Sanéti Michaelis in monte Tumb: antea 
vocato ‘* Le Hore Rok in the wodd.”” Irinerar. edit. Cantab. 1778. 
p- 102. ‘The Hoar Kock in the Wood is this Mount or Rocx of Saint 
Michael, ancienily covered with thick wood, as we learn from Dray- 
ton and Carew. ‘There is ftill a tradition, that a vifion of Saint 
Michael feated on this Crag, or Saint Michael’s cHair, appeared 
to fome hermits: and that this circumitance occafioned the founda- 
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tion of the monaftery dedicated to Saint Michael. And hence this 
place was long renowned for its fanctity, and the obje&t of frequent 
pilgrimages. Carew quotes fome old rhymes much to our purpofe, 
p- 154. ut fupr. 
Who knows not Mighel’s Mount and Chaire, 
The pilgrim’s holy vaunt? 

Nor fhould it be forgot, that this monaftery was acell to another on 
a Saint Michael’s Mount in Normandy, where was alfo a Vifion of 
Saint Michael. : 

« But to apply what has been faid to Milton, This Great V1- 
s10N is the famous Apparition of Saint Michael, whom he with much 
fublimity of imagination fuppofes to be ftill throned on this lofty 
crag of Saint Micuwaev’s Mount in Cornwall looking towards 
the Spanifh coaft{ The Guarpep mount on which this Great 
Vifion appeared, is fimply the fortified Mount, implying the fortrefs 
above mentioned. And let us obferve, that Mount is now the pecu- 
liar appropriated appellation of this promontory. With the fenfe 
and meaning of the line in queftion, is immediately connected that 
of the third line next following, which here I now for the firft ime 
exhibit properly pointed, 

Look homeward, Angel, now, and melt with ruth. 
Here is an apoftrophe to the Angel Michael, whom we have juft feen 
feated on the Guarded Mount. ‘‘ O Angel, look no longer feaward 
to Namanco’s and Bayona’s hold: rather turn your eyes backward 
from the view of this calamitous fhipwreck,’which the fea, over which 
you look, prefents. Look landward, Look Jomeward now, and melt 
with pity at the melancholy fpeétacle to which you have been a wit- 
nefs.”? But [ will exhibit the three lines together which form the 
context. Lycidas was loft on the feas near the coaft, 

Where the great vifion of the guarded mount 

Looks tawards Namanco’s and Bayona’s hold; 

Look homeward, Angel, now, and melt with ruth. 
The Great Vifion and the Angel are the fame thing: and the verb 
Jock in both the two laft verfes has the fame reference. I had almoft 
omitted what Carew fays of this fituation, ** Saint Michael’s Mount 
Jooketh fo aloft, as it brooketh no concurrent.” p. 154. ubi fupr. 

‘ Thyer feems to fuppofe, that the meaning of the lait line is, 
** You, O Lycidas, now an angel, look down from heaven, &c.” 
But how can this be faid to ook homeward? And why is the thip- 
wrecked perfon to melt with ruth? ‘hat meaning is certainly much 
helped by placing a full point after furmife, v. 153. But a femi- 
calon there, as we have feen, is the point of the firlt edition: and to 
shew how greatly fuch a punctuation afcertains or illuftrates our pre- 
fent interpretation, I will take the paragraph a few lines higher, with 
a fhort analyfis. ‘* Let every flower be itrewed on the hearfe where 
Lycidas lies, fo to flatter ourfelves for a moment with the notion that 
his corpfe is prefent; and this, (Ah me!) while the feas have wathed 
it far away, whether beyond the Hebrides, or near the fhores of Corn- 
wall, &c.’? 

Sleep’? by the fable of Bellerus old.| * No fuch name occurs among 


the Cornith giants. But the poet coined it from Sellerium above~ 
B 4 mentioned, 
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mentioned. Bellerus appears in the edition 1638. But at firft he 
had written Corineus, a giant who came into Britain with Brute, and 
was made Lord of Cornwall. Hence Ptolemy, 1 fuppofe, calls a 
promontory near the Land’s End, perhaps Saint Michael’s Mount, 
Ocrinium. From whom alfo came our Author’s ‘* CoRINEIDA 
Loxo,” Mans. v.46. And he is mentioned in Spenfer’s M. M. or 
THESTYLIS: 
Vp from his tombe 
The mightie Corineus rofe, &c. 


See Geoffr. Monm. L. xii. c. i. Milton, who took the pains to trace 
the old fabulous ftory of Brute, relates, that to Corineus Cornwall 
fell by lot, ‘* the rather by him liked, for that the hugeft giants in 
rocks and caves were faid to lurk there ftill; which kind of monfters 
to deal with was his old exercife.”” Hist. Encu. ubi fupra, i. 6. 
On the fouth-weftern fhores of Cornwall, I faw a moft ftupendous 
pile of rock-work, ftretching with immenfe ragged cliffs and fhape- 
lefs precipices far into the fea: one of the topmoitt of thefe cliffs, 
hanging over the reft, the people informed me was called the Giant’s 
Cuair. Near it is a cavern called in Cornifh the cave WITH 
THE VOICE.’ 

Ranking ourfelves among the admirers of Milton’s Lycidas, 
we embrace with pleafure the opportunity which our examinas 
tion of this volume affords us of combating Dr. Johnfon’s criti- 
cifms on it with the more judicious ones of the Laureat. 

‘ Dr. Johnfon obferves, that ** Lycipas és filled with the heathen 
deities; and a long train of mythological imagery, fuch as a College eafily 
Jupplies.’ But it is fuch alfo, as even the Court itfelf could now 
have eafily fupplied. ‘The public diverfions, and books of all forts 
and from all forts of writers, more efpecially compofitions in poetry, 
were at this time over-run with claffical pedantries. But what writer, 
of the fame period, has made thefe obfolete fictions the vehicle of fo 
much fancy and poetical defcription? How beautifully has he ap- 

lied this fort of allufion to the Druidical rocks of Denbighhhire, to 
Sites, and the fabulous banks of Deva! It is objected, that its 
paftoral form is difgufting. But this was the age of paftoral*; and 





* Dr. Newton afligns another reafon for its paftoral form, viz. that 
Mr. King (Lycidas) and Nilton had been defigned for holy orders and 
the paftoral care; which reafon ought not to have been omitted, as it ac- 
counts for the introduction of feveral paflages into it which have been 
thought improper in a paftoral. As far as it relates to himfelf at 
leaft, Milton confirms this fact, and moreover explains what it was 
that kept him from entering into holy orders : ‘* For this (the church) 
by the intentions of my parents and friends | was defigned of a child 
and in mine own refolution, till coming to fome maturity of years, 
and perceiving what tyranny had invaded the church; that he wha 
would take orders mutt fubfcribe flave, and take an oath withal, 
which unlefs he took with a confcience that could retch, he muft 
{trait perjure or fplit his faith, I thought it better to prefer a blame- 
Jefs filence before the office of {peaking bought and begun with fervi- 
tude and forfwearing.”” Rea/on of Church Government, Part ii. 
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t Lycrpas has but little of the bucolic cant, now fo fafhionable *, 
The Satyrs and Fauns are but juft mentioned. If any trite rural 
topics occar, how are they heightened ! 

Together both, ere the high lawns appear’d 
Under the opening eye-lids of the morn, 

We drove afield, and both together heard 

What time the gray-fly winds her fultry horn, 
Batt’ning our flocks with the frefh dews of night. 


Here the day-break is defcribed by the faint appearance of the up- 
Jand lawns under the firft gleams of light: the funfet, by the buzzing 
of the chaffer: and the night fheds her fre/> dews on their flocks. 
We cannot blame paftoral imagery, and paftoral allegory, which 
carry with them fo much natural painting. In this piece there is 

erhaps more poetry than forrow. But let us read it for its poetry. 

tis true, shat pafion plucks no berries from the myrtle and ivy, nor calls 
upon Arethufe and Mincius, nor tells of rough Satyrs with cloven heel, 
But poetry does this; and in the hands of Milton, does it with a pe- 
culiar and irrefiftible charm. Subordinate poets exercife no inven- 
tion, when they tell how a fhepherd has loft his companion, and muft 
feed his flocks alone without any judge of his fkill in piping: but 
Milton dignifies and adorns thefe common artificial incidents with 
unexpected touches of picturefque beauty, with the graces of fenti- 
ment, and with the novelties of original genius. It is faid ‘* here is 
no art, for there is nothing new.” But this objection will vanifh, 
if we confider the imagery which Milton has raifed from local cir- 
cumftances. Not to repeat the ufe he has made of the mountains of 
Wales, the Ifle of Man, and the river Dee, near which Lycidas was 
fhipwrecked ; let us recolleé& the introdudtion of the romantic fuper- 
ftition of Saint Michael’s Mount in Cornwall, which overlooks the 
Irifh feas, the fatal fcene of his friend’s difafter. 

* But the poetry is not always unconnected with paflion. The 
Poet lavifhly defcribes an ancient fepulchral rite, but it is made pre- 
paratory to a ftroke of tendernefs. He calls for a variety of flowers 
to decorate his friend’s hearfe, fuppofing that his body was prefent, 
and forgetting for a while that it was floating far off in the ocean. If 
he was drowned, it was fome confolation that he was to receive the 
decencies of burial. This is a pleafing deception: it is natural and 
pathetic. But the real cataftrophe recurs. And this circumftance 
again opens a new vein of imagination. 

‘ Our Author has been cenfured for mixing religious difputes with 
Pagan and paftoral ideas. But he had the authority of Mantuan and 
Spenfer, now confidered as models in this way of writing. Let me 
add, that our poetry was not yet purged from its Gothic combina- 
tions ; nor had legitimate notions of difcrimination and propriety fo 
far prevailed, as fufficiently to influence the growing improvements 





* What Mr. Warton obferves of EprrarHium Damonis is 
equally applicable to Lycidas. ‘It contains fome paflages which 
wander far beyond the bounds of bucolic fong, and are in his own ori- 
ginal ityle of the more fublime poetry. Milton cannot be a thepherd 


long. His own native powers often break forth, and cannot bear 
the affumed difguife,’ 
of 
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of Englith compofition. Thefe irregularities and incongruities muft 
not be tried by modern criticifm.’ 

In addition to thefe remarks, we may obferve that the very 
faults pointed out in this poem are the fource of fo many beauties, 
that we can fcarcely wifh them away. How ftrikingly does it 
exemplify what Pope fays in his Effay on Criticifm, 1. 159. 

Great Wits fometimes may glorioufly offend, 
And rife to faults true Critics dare not mend, 

From the many notes fubjoined to the other poems, various in- 
ftances of the Editor’s labour, erudition, and judgment, might 
be eafily produced ; but for thefe we muft refer to the work it- 
felf, finding it impoffible within our narrow limits to make room 
for thofe we had particularly marked for infertion. We cannot, 
however, refift the temptation of tranfcribing the note affixed to 
the following couplet in // Penferofo; 

« Add to thefe retired Leifure, 
That in trim gardens takes his pleafure. 

¢ Affectation and falfe elegance were now carried to the moft ela- 
borate and abfurd excefs in gardening. J.auremburgius, a phyfician 
of Roftoch in Germany, has defcribed fome monuments, as they 
may be called, of this extravagance. He fays, that at Chartres in 
France there was a garden, where the Seven Wife men of Greece, 
the Twelve Labours of Hercules, with clipped explanatory verfes to 
each Labour, the Three Graces, the Feait of the Gods, and the 4c- 
cubitus Romanorum, were all flourifhing in immortal box. He adds, 
that the gardens of Italy abounded in a wonderful variety of thefe 
verdant iculptures. He then comes to the gardens of England, 
*¢ Eodem artificio commendabiles funt multi Angliz horti: inter- 
que illos, is qui eft Hamptenkurti, in quo e liguftro effigiata fun¢ 
animalia varia, infignia Regum Angliz, plurimaque alia.”” —~—That 
is, ‘© Many gardens of England are to be prailed for the fame curi- 
ous devices: and among others, the Garden at Hampton Court, 
where in privet are figured various animals, the royal arms of Eng- 
Jand, and many other things.” Horticuttura, Lib. i, cap. 29. 
§ iii, p. 125. Francof. ad Mcen. 1631. 4to. ‘The pedantry of ve- 
getation has not yet expired in fome of our remote counties. 

‘ Milton, I fear alludes to the rr1m Garden in Arcapes, Vv. 46. 
Where the Genius fays, that it was one of his employments, 

—— To curl the grove 
In ringlets quaint, and wanton windings wove. 
This was furely to derogate from the dignity of the high office and 
character of his Genius, who is degraded to a frifleur. And in Co- 
mus, in his defcription of the Hefperian gardens, I fufpeét we have 


Something of L’Architefure du Jardinage, in the /pruce pring, the 


cedarn allies, the cri/ped fhades and bowers, v. 984. 985.990. But 

he had changed his ideas of a garden * when he wrote the PARADISB 

Lost, where the brooks, but nat the /ades, are crifped. B. iv. 237. 
«j have 





* There is nothing in this poem nor in any other part of Milton’s 
works which proves his having ever approved oft he ftyle of gardening 
defcribed 
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¢ | have a fearce black-lettered quarto, printed in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth called the GarpENER’s LABYRINTH, &c. It has 
numerous wood-cuts, exhibiting great choice of meanders both for 
flowers and trees, but too intricate for modern fagacity, with plans 
and patterns of various inventions for putting both nature and art 
upon the rack in the formation of a fafhionable garden. But I for- 
bear, efpecially in the narrownefs of a note, to fay more on a fubject, 
which has been recently difcufled with fo much judgment and ele- 
gance by Mr. Walpole and Mr. Mafon.’ ; 
One of the protefled objeéts of Mr. Warton in this work is to 
explain Milton’s obfolete words and phrates. Of his abilities in 
this department of criticifm, we fhal] adduce, as no unfavourable 
fpecimen, his note on the following line in Comus : 
© 313. And every bofey bourn from fide to fide.) A Bourn, the fenfe 
of which in this paflage has never been explained with precilion, pra- 
perly fignifies here, a winding, deep, and narrow valley, with a rivu- 
Jet at the bottom. In the prefent inftance, the declivities are inter- 
fperfed with trees or bufhes. This fort of valley Comus knew from 
fide to fide. He knew doth the opfofite fides or ridges, and had con- 
fequently traverfed the intermediate fpace. Such fituations have no 
other name in the weft of England at this day. In the waite and 
open countries, Bourwns are the grand {eparations or divifions of one 
part of the country from another, and are natural limits of diftricts 
and parifhes. For Bourn is fimply nothing more than a Boundary. 
As inthe Tempest, A. ii. S.i. ‘* Bourn, bound of land, tilth, 
&c.”?’ And in Antony anp CreopaTra, ‘‘ I'll fet a Bourn 
how far to be belov’d.”” A, i. S.i, And inthe Winrer’s Tate, 
A. i. S. ii. “ One that fixes no BouRN “twixt his and mine.” 
Dover-cliff is called in Lear, “ this chalky Bourn,” that is, this 
chalky Boundary of England towards France. A. iv. S. vi. See 
Fu ig Borne, and Du Cange in Borna, Lat. Gtoss. In 
Saxon, Buxn, or Burwa, is a ftream of water, as is BOURN at pre- 
fent in fome counties: and as rivers were the mott diltinguifhable ab- 
original feparations or divifions of property, might not the Saxon 
word give rife to the French Borne? There is a paflage in the Fag- 
RIE QUEENE where a river, or rather ftrait, is called a Bourn, ile 
Vi. 10. 
My little boate can fafely paffe this perilous BOURNE. 
But feemingly alfo with the fenfe of divifion or /eparation. For after- 
wards this Bourne is ftiled a sHaRD. 


When late he far’d 
In Phedria’s flirt barck over that perlous sHARD, 








defcribed in Mr. Warton’s note. The gloomy walks in thefe trim 
gardens, are very properly enumerated among the things which give 
pleature to the penfve man; buc it does not hence follow that thefe 
were to the poet’s tafte. On the other hand, as he does not mention 
them in his enumeration of things exciting pleafure in L’ Allegro; 
but for clipped ever-greens and verdant feulptures in box, fubftitutes 

* Hedge-row elmes on hillocks green ;? 

it is evident he approved of artlefs nature. 

Here, 
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Here, indeed, is a metathefis; and the active participle SHARING i8 
confounded with the paflive sHarep. This perilous BouRNE was 
the Boundary or divifion which parted the main land from Phedria’s 
ifle of blifs, to which it ferved as a defence. In the mean time, 
sHaRD may fignify the gap made by the ford or frith between the 
two lands. But fuch a fenfe is unwarrantably catachreftical and li- 
centious. 
* Ibid. ——Bofy bourn.— 
inthe Tempest, A. iv. S.1. 


My sosxy acres, and my un/brubd’d down. 
Where unfbrubbed is ufed in contraft. And in Peele’s Play of En 
WARD THE FirsT, 1593: 
—— In this posky wood 
Bury his corpfe.——= :; 
It is the fame word in First P. Henr. IV. A.v. S.1 
How bloodily the fun begins to peer 
Above yon susky hill! —— 
Spenfer has Anglicifed the original French word d0/guet, in May, 


V. 10. 
To gather May susxets and fmelling breere. 


Chaucer ufes Busxe, “ For there is nether susxe nor hay.” Rom, 
R. v.54. Where Say is hedge row. Again, ibid. v. 102. Of the 
birds “* that on the Buskis fingin clere.”? Boscus is middle Latin 
for Wood.’ 

We muft now leave our Readers to judge, from thefe fpeci- 
mens, what entertainment they may promife themfelves from 
perufing the work, referving our farther obfervations on it for 


another article. 
[To be continued. ] A —dyr 


Art. II. Gibbon’s Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire, continued. See our laft. 


HE fourth volume of Mr. Gibbon’s valuable Hiftory, of 
which, in our laft, we promifed to give an account in 
this month’s Review, comprehends nine chapters. The firft 
chapter relates to the birth, education, and exploits of Theodoric 
the Goth, particularly his invafion and conqueft of Italy, toe 
gether with his long and profperous reign in that country. In 
this part of the work, Mr. G.’s readers will be particularly pleafed 
with his account of the character, ftudies, and writings of the 
philofopher Boethius, whofe death, with that of his father-in-law, 
the venerable Symmachus, tarnifh the luftre of a reign, illiterate 
indeed, but generally equitable and vigorous. ‘The guilt of 
Theodoric did not pafs unpunifhed. 

* Humanity,’ fays Mr. G. ¢ will be difpofed to encourage any 
es which teftifies the jurifci&tion of confcience and the remorfe 
of kings; and philofophy is not ignorant that the moft horrid 
Spectres 


] That is qoody, or rather dufby. Ag 
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fpectres are fometimes created by the powers of a difordered fancy, 
and the weaknefs of a diftempered body. After a life of virtue and 
Theodoric was now defcending with fhame and guilt into the 


lory; ( 
si his mind was humbled by the contraft of the paft, and juftly 
alarmed by the invifible terrors of futurity. One evening, as it 18 


related, when the head of a large fifth was ferved on the royal table, 
he fuddenly exclaimed that he beheld the angry countenance of 
Symmachus, his eyes glaring fury and revenge, and his mouth 
armed with long fharp teeth, which threatened to devour him. The 
monarch inftantly retired to his chamber, and, as he lay, trembling 
with agueifh cold, under a weight of bed-clothes, he exprefled in 
%roken murmurs to his phyfician Elpidius, his deep repentance for 
the murders of Boethius and Symmachus *. His malady encreafed, 
and after a dyfentery which continued three days, he expired in the 

alace of Ravenna, in the thirty-third, or, if we compute from the 


iuvafion of Italy, in the thirty-feventh year of his reign.’ 
The five following chapters are devoted to the important 


reign of Juftinian, who reftored, by his arms and his laws, the 
ancient glory of the empire. To fome faftidious readers, the 
hiftorian will appear to dwell too long, and with too little re- 
lu€tance, on the character and vices of the Emprefs Theodora, 
a theatrical courtezan, invefted with the purple, and entrufted 
by the fondnefs of her hufband with an equal and independent 
fhare in the government of the Roman world. Her diflolute plea- 
fures, which are recorded in the notes, and veiled in the ob- 
fcurity of a learned language +, Mr. Gibbon, indeed, does not ar- 
raign with the fharpne(fs of a fatirift, or the afperity of a bigot, 
With a degree of gallantry fuiting the liberality of his charaéter, 
he defcribes the wife of Juftinian as a monfier; but, in the fofe 
terms which he employs, he ftil] remembers that fhe is a woman 
of fingular accomplifhments, and incomparable beauty. Yet the 
picture which he draws, however mild znd temperaie in its co- 
louring, is fufficiently expreffive in its defign; and might ferve 
to teach, if any thing could teach, the favourites of fortune, that 
their vices, however protected by power, or difguifed by flattery, 
cannot, in the end, efcape the reproach of hiftury, and the de- 
teftation or the contempt of fucceeding ages. 

In the following chapter, Mr. G. enjoys the opportunity, 
which rarely occurs to him in the courfe of his great work, of 
difplaying a character of the moft iliuftrious merits. Under the 
aufpiccs of Juftinian, the valour of Belifarius effeéted the con- 
queit of Africa. He was invidioufiy recalled from Italy; but 





* « Procopius, Goth. 1. i.¢.1. But he might have informed us, 
whether he had received this curious anecdote from common report, 


or from the mouth of the royal phyfician.’ 
+ In the famous, or rather infamous, paflage cited from Proco- 


pius (p. 53.) we defire Mr. Gibbon will infert x for ~ in the word 
TRATHEVACT AEN be 


9 royal 
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royal ingratitude ferved only to encreafe his fame ; and the ads 
miration of his contemporaries has been confirmed by the ime 


partial fuffrage of pofterity. 

« After the fecond victory of Belifarius, envy again whifpered, 
Juftinian liftened, and the hero was recalled. ‘‘ The remnant of 
the Gothic war was no longer worthy of his prefence: a gracious 
fovereign was impatient to reward his fervices, and to confult his 
wifdom ; and he alone was capable of defending the Eaft againft the 
innumerable armies of Perfia.”” Belifarius underftood the fufpicion, 
accepted the excufe, embarked at Ravenna his {poils and trophies ; 
and proved, by his ready obedience, that fuch an abrupt removal 
from the government of Italy was not lefs unjuft than it might have 
been indifcreet. The Emperor received with honourable courtefy, 
both Vitiges and his more noble confort: and as the King of the 
Goths conformed to the Athanafian faith, he obtained, with a rich 
inheritance of lands in Afia, the rank of fenator and patrician. 
Every {pectator admired, without peril, the ftrength and ftature of 
the youngrbarbarians: they adored the majefty of the throne, and 
promifed to fhed their blood in the fervice of their benefactor. Jufti- 
fiian depofited in the Byzantine palace the treafures of the Gothic 
monarchy. A flittering fenate was fometimes admitted to gaze on 
the magnificent fpectacle ; but it was envioufly fecluded from the 
public view ; and the conqueror of Italy renounced, without a mur- 
mur, perhaps without a figh, the well-earned honours of a fecond 
triumph. Elis glory was indeed exalted above all external pomp ; 
and the faint and hollow praifes of the court were fupplied, even in 
a fervile age, by the refpect and admiration of his country. When- 
ever he appeared in the ttreets and public places of Conitantinople, 
Belifarius attracted and fatisfied the eyes of the people. His lofty 
ftature and majeftic countenance fulfilled their expectations of an 
hero; the meancit of his fellow-citizens were emboldened by his 
gentle and gracious demeanour; and the martial train which at- 
tended his footfteps, left his perfon more acceflible than in a day of 
battle. Seven thoufand horfemen, matchlefs for beauty and valour, 
were maintained in the fervice, and at the private expence of the 
General. ‘Their prowefs was always confpicuous in fingle combats, 
Gr in the foremoft ranks ; and both parties confeffed, that in the 
fiege of Rome, the guards of Belifarius had alone vanquifhed the 
Barbarian holt. Their numbers were continually augmented by the 
braveft and moft faithful of the enemy; and his fortunate captives, 
the Vandalsgthe Moors, and the Goths, emulated the attachment of 
his domeftic followers. By the union of liberality and juftice, he 
acquired the love of the foldiers, without alienating the affections of 
the people. The fick and wounded were relieved with medicines 
and money ; and {till more efficacioufly, by the healing vifits and 
{miles of their commander. The lofs of a weapon or an horfe was 
inflantly repaired, and each deed of valour was rewarded by the rich 
and honourable gifts of a bracelet or a collar, which were rendered 
more precious by the judgment of Belifarius. He was endeared to 
the hufbandmen, by the peace and plenty which they enjoyed under 
the fhadow of his ftandard. Inftead of being injured, the country 
was enriched by the march of the Roman armics; and fach was the 
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rigid difcipline of their camp, that not an apple was gathered from 
the tree, not a path could be traced in the fields of corn. Belifarius 
was chafte and fober. In the licence of a military life, none could 
boaft that they had feen him intoxicated with wine: the moft beau- 
tiful captives of Gothic or Vandal race were offered to his embraces ; 
but he turned afide from their charms, and the hufband of Antonina 
was never fufpected of violating the laws of conjugal fidelity. ‘The 
fpectator and hiftorian of his exploits has obferved, that amidft the 
perils of war, he was daring without rafhnefs, prudent without fear, 
flow or rapid according to the exigences of the moment; that in the 
deepett diftrefs, he was animated by real or apparent hope, but that 
he was modeft and humble in the moft profperous fortune. By thefe 
virtues, he equalled or excelled the ancient maiters of the military 
art. Victory, by fea and land, attended his arms. He fubdued 
Africa, Italy, and the adjacent iflands, led away captives the fuc- 
ceflors of Genferic and Theodoric ; filled Conftantinople with the 
{poils of their palaces, and in the fpace of fix years recovered half the 
provinces of the Weftern empire. In his fame and merit, in wealth 
and power, he remained, without a rival, the firit of the Roman fub- 
jects: the voice of envy could only magnify his dangerous import- 
ance; and the Emperor might applaud his own diicerning ipirit, 
which had difcovered and raifed the genius of Belifarius.’ 

Great as Belifarius appeared, his glory was rivalled by Nar- 
fes, This eunuch, fays Mr. G. is ranked among the few, 
who have refcued that unhappy name from the contempt and 
hatred of mankind : 

‘ A feeble diminutive body concealed the foul of a ftatefman and 
a warrior. His youth had been employed in the management of the 
loom and diftaff, in the cares of the houfehold, and the fervice of 
female luxury ; but while his hands were bufy, he fecretly exercifed 
the faculties of a vigorous and difcerning mind. A {tranger to the 
f{chools and the camp, he ftudied in the palace to diffemble, to flatter, 
and to perfuade; and as foon as he approached the perfon of the 
Emperor, juftinian liftened with furprife and pleafure to the manly 
counfels of his Chamberlain and Private Treaifurer. ‘The talents of 
Narfes were tried and improved in frequent embafflies; he led an 
army into Italy, acquired a practical knowlege of the war and the 
country, and prefumed to ftrive with the genius of Belifarius. ‘Twelve 
years after his return, the eunuch was chofen to atchieve the conquett 
Which had been left imperfect by the firft of the Roman Generals. 
Inftead of being dazzled by vanity or emulation, he ferioufly de- 
clared, that unlefs he were armed with an adequate force, he would 
never confent to rifk his own glory, and that of his fovereign. Jufti- 
nian granted to the favourite, what he might have denied to the 
hero: the Gothic war was rekindled from its afhes, and the prepara- 
tions were not unworthy of the ancient majeity of the empire.’ 

Narfes defeated the Goths, the Franks, and the Alemanni; the 
Italian cities opened their gates to the conqueror; he entered 
the capital in triumph ; and having eftablifhed the feat of his 
government at Ravenna, continued fifteen years to govern Italy 
under the title of Exarch. 


The 
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The glory of Belifarius and of Narfes obfcures the name of 
Juftinian, who is not the principal figure in the hiftory of his 
own reign. Yet Juftinian had a merit, dittin& from that of bis 
generals ; and after the vain celebrations of their victories are for- 
gotten, the name of the Legiflator remains infcribed on a fair and 
everlafting monument. Under his reign, and by the labours of 
the illuftrious Tribonian, affifted by the ableft lawyers of the 
times, the civil jurifprudence of the Romans, which had fwelled 
to an immoderate fize, was digefted into the Code, the Pande&s, 
and the Inftitutes. 

In his 44th chapter, Mr. G. traces the hiftory of the Roman 
Jaw from Romulus to Juftinian, appreciates the labours of that 
Emperor and his minifters, and paufes to contemplate the prin- 
ciples of a fcience fo important to the peace and happinefs of 
fociety. In this mafterly review, which is not lefs diftinguifhed 
by precifion than elegance, he treats of the laws of the Kings, 
of thofe of the Twelve Tables, the laws of the People and the 
Senate, the ediéts of the Magiftrates and Emperors, the autho- 
rity of the Civilians; and then remounting to the principles of 
the fcience itfelf, explains the rights of perfons and of things, 
private injuries and aétions, crimes and punifhments. The 
chapter in which thefe fubjeCls are treated, appears to us the 
moft important in the whole work, and peculiarly adapted to 
ferve as an alluring and luminous introduétion to the ftudy of 
the civil law, which has been filently or ftudioufly transfufed 
into the domettic inftitutions of Europe, and which is ftill ce- 
ceived as common law, or reafon, in moft countries on the con- 
tinent, and even in the northern divifion of our own ifland. 
When we confider that, in one fhort chapter, Mr. G. has clearly 
and fully illuftrated a fubject, which has exhanfted fo many 
learned lives, and filled the walls of fo many fpacious libraries,’ 
we cannot help admiring the abilities as well as the induftry of 
the hiftorian, who, in the courfe of a few months, could attain a 
comprehenfive knowlege of a fcience with which he was for- 
merly unacquainted, and explain its principles with fuch per- 
fpicuity and beauty, as will encourage and facilitate its ftudy in 
all fucceeding ages. 

The example fet by Juftinian is worthy not only of praife but 
of imitation. In fome modern countries, and efpecially in our 
own, the bulk and multiplicity of laws and ftatutes form an old, 
and juft, fubject of complaint. In the prefent reign, the evil has 
encreafed with unexampled rapidity ; and, unlefs its progrefs be 
checked in due time, the rights of individuals, and the order of 
fociety, muft be deftroyed by the very means which had been ins 
vented to fupport and fecure them. It would be congenial to 
the {pirit of improvement, which has appeared in fo many in- 
fiances in the prefent age, to employ men, capable of generalizae 
tion, 
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tion, and acquainted with the power of words, to abridge and 
methodize our laws. This meafure muft at fome future time be 
adopted; for the fpirit of the nation will not always permit, that, 
in order to enrich the retainers of one profeffion, naturally too 
lucrative, all other profeffions fhould be beggared and opprefleds 
It deferves well to be confidered, whether the prefent be not the 
moft proper feafon for introducing the improvement which we 
propofe ; and, fince much glory wil! be reflected on the age in 
which an alteration fo beneficial takes place, it is worthy of con- 
fideration, whether that glory ought to be reaped by ourfelves, or 


relinquifhed to diftant pofterity. | 

The forcy-fifth and forty-fixth chapters contain the reigns of 
the younger Juftin, of Tiberius, of Maurice, and of Heraclius 5 
and the forty-feventh, or laft, chapter of this volume, relates the 
ecclefiaftical hiftory of the reign of Juftinian, and bis immediate 
fucceflors. The difputes on the Trinity were fucceeded by thofe 
on the Incarnation, which occafioned a religious war of two 
hundred and fifty years. The hiftory of this fanzuinary conteft, 
Mr. G. introduces by an interefting and learned enquiry into the 
doctrines of the primitive church. 

* A laudable regasd for the honour of the firft profelytes has coun- 
tenanced the belief, the hope, the wilh, that the Ebionites, or at leaft 
the Nazarenes, were diftinguifhed only by their obitinate perieverance 
in the practice of the Mofaic rites. Their churches have difappeared, 
their books are obliterated; their obfcure freedom might allow a 
latitude of faith, and the foftnefs of their infant creed would be va~ 
rioufly moulded by. the zeal or prudence of three hundred years. 
Yet the moft charitable criticifm muft refufe thefe fetaries any know- 
lege of the pure and proper divinity of Chrift. Educated in the 
{chool of Jewifh prophecy and prejudice, they had never been taught 
to elevate their hopes above an haman and tempore! Meffiah. If 
they had courage to hail their King when he appeared in a plebeian 
garb, their groffer apprehenfions were incapable of difcerning their 
God, who had ftudioufly difguifed his caxleftial character under the 
name and perfon of a mortal. ‘The familiar companions of Jefus of 
Nazareth converfed with their friend and countryman, who, in all 
the actions of rational and animal life, appeared of the fame {pecies 
with themfelves. His progrefs from infancy to youth and manhood, 
was marked by a regular increafe in ftature and wifdom and after a 
painful agony of mind and body, he expired on the crofs. He lived 
and died for the fervice of mankind: but the life and death of So- 
crates had likewife been devoted to the caufe of religion and juftice s 
and although the ftoic or the hero may difdain the humble virtues of 
Jefus, the tears which he fhed over his friend and country, may be 
efteemed the pureft evidence of his humanity. The miracles of the 
Gofpel could not aftonifh a people who held, with intrepid faith, the 
more {plendid prodigies of the Mofaic law. The prophets of ancient 
days had cured difeafes, raifed the dead, divided the fea, ftopped the 
fun, and afcended to heaven ina fiery chariot. And the metaphori- 
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cal ftyle of the Hebrews might afcribe to a faint and martyr, the 
adoptive title of Son or Gop. =a 

‘Yet in the infufficient creed of the Nazarenes and the Ebionites, 
a diftinction is fainuly noticed between the heretics, who confounded 
the generation of Chriit in the common order of nature, and the lefs 

uilty fchifmatics, who revered the virginity of his mother, and ex- 
cluded the aid of an earthly father. ‘The incredulity of the former 
was countenanced by the vifible circumftances of his birth, the legal 
marriage of his reputed parents, Jofeph and Mary, and his lineal 
claim to the kingdom of David and the inheritance of Judah. But 
the fecret and authentic hiftory has been recorded in feveral copies of 
the Gofpel according to St. Matthew, which thefe fectaries long pre- 
ferved in the original Hebrew as the fole evidence of their faith. 
The natural fafpicions.of the hufband, confcious of his own chaltity, 
were difpelled by the affurance (in a dream) that his wife was preg- 
nant of the Holy Ghoit: and as this diftant and domeftic prodigy 
could not fall under the perfonal obfervation of the hittorian, he 
moft have liftened to the fame voice which dictated to Ifaiah the 
future conception of a virgin. The fon of a virgin, generated by 
the ineffable operation of the Holy Spirit, was a creature without 
example or refemblance, fuperior in every attribute of mind and 
body to the children of Adam. Since the introduction of the Greek 
or Chaldean philofophy, the Jews were perfuaded of the pre-exift- 
ence, tranfmigration, and immortality of fouls ; and Providence was 
juftified by a fuppofition, that they were confined in their earthly 
prifons to exptate the ftains which they had contracted in a former 
flate. But the degrees of purity and corruption are almolt immea- 
furable. It might be fairly prefumed, that the mott fublime and 
virtuous of haman fpirits was infufed into the offspring of Mary and 
the Tivly Ghoit; that his abafement was the refult of his voluntary 
choice; and that the objeét of his miflion was, to purify, not his 
own, but the fins of the world. On his return to his native fkies, 
he received the immenfe reward of his obedience; the everlafting 
kingdom of the Mefliah, which had been darkly foretold by the 
prophets, under the carnal images of peace, of conqueft, and of do- 
minions Omnipotence could enlarge the human faculties of Chritt 
to the extent of his czleftial office. In the language of antiquity; 
the title of God has not been feverely confined to the firft parent ; 
and his incomparable minifter, his only begotten Son, might elaim, 
without prefumption, the religious, though fecondary, worfhip of a 
fubje& world. 

** ‘The feeds of the faith, which had flowly arifen in the rocky and 
ungrateful foil of Judea, were tranfplanted, in full maturity, to the 
happier climes of the Gentiles; and the ftrangers of Rome or Afia, 
who never beheld the manhood, were the more readily difpofed to 
embrace the divinity, of Chrift. The polytheiit and the philofopher, 
the Greek and the Barbarian, were alike accuitomed to conceive a 
Jong fucceffion, an infinite chain of angels ordzmons, or deities, of 
zons, or emanations, ifluing from the throne of light. Nor could 
it feem ftrange or incredible, that the firft of thefe zons, the Logos, 
or word of God, of the fame fubftance with the Father, fhould de- 
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fcend upon earth, to deliver the human race from vice and error, and 
to conduct them in the paths of life and immortality. But the pre- 
vailing doctrine of the eternity and inherent pravity of matter, in- 
fected the primitive churches of the Eaft. Many among the Gentile 

rofelytes refufed to believe that a caleftial {pirit, an undivided por- 
tion of the firft elence, had been perfonally united with a mafs of 
impure and contaminated fiefh: and, in their zeal for the divinity, 
they pioufly abjured the humanity, of Chrift. While his blood was 
ftill recent on mount Calvary, the Docetes, a numerous and learned 
fect of Afiatics, invented the phantaftic fyftem, which was afterwards 
propagated by the Marcionites, the Manicheans, and the various 
names of the Gnoftic herefy. They denied the truth and authen- 
ticity of the Gofpels, as far as they relate the conception of Mary, 
the birth of Chrift, and the thirty years that preceded the exercife of 
his miniftry. He firft appeared on the banks of the Jordan in the 
form of perfect manhood, but it was a form only, and not a fub- 
ftance ; an human figure created by the hand of Omnipotence to 
imitate the faculties and actions of a man, and to impofe a perpetual 
illufion on the fenfes of his friends and enemies. Articulate founds 
vibrated on the ears of the difciples; but the image which was im- 
prefled on their optic nerve, eluded the more ftubborn evidence of 
the touch ; and they enjoyed the fpiritual, not the corporeal, pre- 
fence of the Son of God. ‘The rage of the Jews was idly watted 
again{ft an impaflive phantom; and the myttic fcenes of the paffion 
and death, the refurrection and afcenfion of Chriit, were reprefented 
on the theatre ef Jerufalem for the benefit of mankind. If it were 
urged, that fuch ideal mimicry, fuch inceflant deception, was un- 
worthy of the God of truth, the Docetes agreed with too many of 
their orthodox brethren in the juftification of pious falfehood. In 
the fyftem of the Gnoftics, the Jehovah of Ifrae!, the creator of this 
lower world, was a rebellious, or at leaft an ignorant fpirit.. The Son 
of God defcended upon earth to abolifh his temple and his law; and, 
for the accomplifhment of this falutary end, he dexteroufly tranf- 
ferred to his own perfon the hope and prediction of a temporal 
Meffiah.’ 

Mr. G. then explains the double nature of Cerinthus, and the 
divine incarnation of Apollinaris; concluding his inquiry with 
the following paragraph : 

‘ The groveling Ebionite, and the phantaftic Docetes, were re- 
jected and forgotten: the recent zeal againft the errors of Apolli- 
naris, reduced the Catholics to a feeming agreement with the double 
nature of Cerinthus. But inftead of a temporary and occafional ale 
liance, they eftablifhed, and qe ftill embrace, the fubftantial, indif- 
foluble, and everlaiting union of a perfeét God with a perfeé& man, 
of the fecond perfon of the Trinity with a reafonable foul and human 
fieth. In the beginning of the fifth century, the unity of the favo 
natures was the prevailing doétrine of the church. On all fides, it 
was confeffed, that the mode of their co-exiftence could neither be 
reprefented by our ideas nor expreffed by our language. Yet a fecret 
and incurable difcord was cherifhed, between thofe who were mott 
apprehenfive of confounding, and thofe who were moft fearful of f{e- 
parating, the divinity and the humanity of Chrift. Impelled by 
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religious frenzy, they fled with adverfe hafte from the error which 
they mutually deemed mott deftruive of truth and falvation. On 
either hand they were anxious to guard, they were jealous to defend, 
the union and the diftinétion of the two natures, and to invent fuch 
forms of fpeech, fuch fymbols of doétrine, as were leaft fufceptible 
of doubt or ambiguity. ‘Ihe poverty of ideas and language tempted 
them to ranfack art and nature for every poflible comparifon, and 
each comparifon mifled their fancy in the explanation of an incom- 
parable myitery. In the polemic microfcope, an atom is enlarged 
to a moniter, and each party was fkilful to exaggerate the abfurd or 
impious conclufions that might be extorted from the principles of 
their adverfarics. ‘To efcape trom each other, they wandered through 
many a dark and devious thicket, till they were aftonifhed by the 
horrid phantoms of Cerinthus and Apollinaris, who guarded the op- 
fite iifues of the theological labyrinth. As foon as they beheld the 
twilight of fenfe and herefy, they ftarted, meafured back their fteps, 
and were again involved in the gloom of impenetrable orthodoxy. 
To purge themfelves from the guilt or reproach of damnable error, 
they difavowed their confequences, explained their principles, ex- 
cufed their indifcretions, and unanimoufly pronounced the founds of 
concord and faith. Yet a latent and almoft invifible fpark ftill 
lurked among the embers of controverfy : by the breath of prejudice 
and paffion, it was quickly kindled to a mighty flame, and the ver- 
bal difputes of the Oriental fects have fhaken the pillars of the church 
and ftate.’ ‘ 
[To be continued. } G pom are 





Art. III. Memoir of a Map of Hindooftan, or the Mogul Empire; with 
an Introduétion illuftrative of the Geography and prejent Divifion 
of that Country, and a Map of the Countries fituated between the 
Head of the Indus and the Cafpian Sea. By James Rennel, F.R.S. 
late Major of Engineers, and Surveyor General in Bengal. To 
which is added, an Appendix, containing an Account of the 
anges and Burrampooter Rivers. 4to. 14s. Boards. Faden* 
1788. 

HIS valuable work forms a volume in quarto, of 400 
pages, and contains the moft improved fyttem of oriental 
geography that has yet been prefented to the public. Since the 
death of the learned and accurate D’Anville, Mr. Rennel may be 
regarded as one of the firft geographers of the age ; and if he con- 
tinues his labours with the fame ardour and fuccefs, and fhould 
he reach the fame advanced period of life, which we heartily with 
he may, there is reafon to expect that his fame wil) not be 
greatly inferior to that of the illuftrious Frenchman. 

As every particular refpecting India is an object of popular 
Curiofity, this publication is now peculiarly feafonable. The 
memoir is much augmented, and the map which it accom- 
panies is on a larger fcale than the former, [See the 68:h vo- 





* The price of the map is ong guinea in fheets, coloured. 
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lume of our Review, for an account of Mr. Rennel’s former 
work] in the proportion of two and a quarter to one; the fcale 
of the prefent map being one inch and-a half to an equatorial 
degree. The quantity of land repiefented in it nearly equals 
one half of Europe. In his preface, Mr. R. gives an account 
of the new materials which haveenabled him to exhibit the geo- 
graphy of India in fuch an improved ftate; and on conlidering 
the facts which he relates, it is impoffible to withh«ld our ap- 
plaufe of the munificence and fpirit of the Eaft India Company, 
who have provided aftronomical inftrument:, employed furvey- 
ing pilots, encouraged geogrophers, caufed accurate furveys 
to be made of a tract of country equal to France and Eng- 
Jand taken together, and traced the outline of an extent of near 
2000 miles of fea-coaft, and a chain of iflands reaching 500 
miles farther. 

© Thefe operations,’ fays Mr. R. ‘ indicate a fpirit fomewhat 
above the mere confideration of gain, and ought to convince us, that 
in a free country a body of fubje¢cts may accomplifh what the fta‘e it- 
felf de{pairs ever to attempt. The foundings on the coaft of Bengal 
are better known than thofe in the Britifh channel, of which no tole- 
rable chart exifts, even at this day. During the late war, an Eaft 
India thip owed her fafety to the knowlege obtained from a chart of 
the mouths of the Ganges (made and publifhed by order of the Com- 
pany), into one of which fhe efcaped from two French cruifers, and 
afterwards came into the Hoogly river by an inland navigation.’ 

Befide the principal map, which is contained in four large 
fhects, Mr. R. has given a {mall map for the purpofe of bring- 
ing into one view the refpective pofition of the places mentioned 
in the tables of the diftances between the principal cities and 
towns of Hindooftan. There is likewifean elegant map of Mr. 
Forfter’s route from India to the Cafpian fea, including Samar- 
cand, and the marches of Alexander the Great from the bor- 
ders of the Cafpian to the river Iaxartes. To thefe maps, 
which are the moft elegant that we have feen, the Author has 
very judicioufly added an Index, an invention feldom praétifed, 
but which will doubtlefs, on account of its utility, be often imi- 
tated. By a very fimple contrivance, the index fhews at once 
the place in the map where the name is contained ; and if it be 
not contained there, it faves the reader’s time, by preventing 
fruitlefs refearches, 

The account of the Ganges, and of the Burrampooter river, 
the latter of which owes its celebrity to Mr. Rennel, firft made 
Its appearance in the Philofophical Tranfations for 1781 *; but 
the introdu@tion to the memoir, which contains 140 pages, is 
entirely a new work, and comprifes the moft diftinét and fatif- 
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factory account of Indian affairs that we have any where met 
with. Until ic appeared, there did not exift, uncer any form 
whatever, a connected abftract of Indian hiftory. The Major, 
with great modefty, prefents it merely as a fketen, and that 
chiefly with a view to render fo dry and fo unentertaining a 
fubject as the geography of a country fomewhat more intereft- 
ing and agreeable. His ftyle is precife, perfpicuous, and 
manly; as a fpecimen of it, we fhall infert fome obfervations, 
which, coming from a man of fuch credit, may counter 
aét much fa!fe information that the Public hath recently re- 
ceived from the impure fources of rhetorical declamation and po- 


litical fation. 

‘ The Bengal provinces which have been in our actual poffeffion 
near 23 years (that is from the year t765 to the prefent time), have, 
during that whole period, enjoyed a greater fhare of tranquillity than 
any other part of India, or indeed than thofe provinces had ever ex- 
perienced fince the days of Aurungzebe. During the above period of 
23 years, no foreign enemy has made any incurfion into any part of 
them, nor has any rebellion happened in any of the provinces (the 
very inconfiderable one of the Zemindar of Jungleterry in 1774 ex- 
cepted). Previous to the eftablifhment of our influence, invafions 
were frequent, particularly by the Mahrattas ; and one province or 
other was ever in rebellion, owing to a want of energy in the ruling 
power. ‘Thofe who know what mileries are brought on a country by 
its being the feat of war, will know how to appreciate the value of 
fuch a bleffing, as*that of having the horrors of war removed from 
our habitations. ‘There are doubtlefs evils that are infeparable from 
the condition of a tributary ilate, where the fupreme raling power 
refides at the ciltance uf half the circumference of the globe; but 
thefe are, I hope, amply compenfated by the advantages of military 
protection ; and it is a fact not to be controverted, that the Bengal 
provinces have a better government, and are ina better fate as to 
agriculture and manufactures, than any other of the Ajiatic coun- 

; yLt J p) , a * 
tries, China alone excepted.’ Page 105. Gi S. 





Art. IV. The New Pharmacopaia of the Royal College of Phyficians 
of London. ‘Tranflated into Englith, with Notes, indexes of new 
Names, Preparations, &c. &c. By Thomas Healde, M.D. 
F.R.S. Lumleyan Lecturer at the College of Phyficians, and 
Senior Phyfician of the London Hofpital. 8vo. 5s. Boards. Long- 
man. 1788. 


FTER the account which we have already * given of the 

new Pharmacopoeia, little more remains to be now done 

than Jaying before our Re-ders a general view of Dr. Healde’s 
tranflation and notes, With refpeé&t to the former, it has the 
great recommendation of being literal and true, fo that had it 
been publifhed in 1588, or 1688, the good old words, ‘¢ faithe 





we 


* Sce Review for lait month, [vol. Ixxviii.] p. 449. 


full 








aati tees 








mS Ve 


[VWF eer tT’ » ~~ 

















Healde’s Tranflation of the New Pharmacopecia. 23 


iylly done into Engli/>,”’ would not have been in the leaft unappli- 

cable; and, doubrlefs, they would have had a place in the title- 
From this general opinion, however, we muft except the 
reface, which we have already fty led ‘ a piece of elegant Latin;’ 
and from the bezinning of which [together with the tranflation] 
we fhali tranfcribe a paflage, in order to juftify our remark. 


page. 


‘© Haud multum abeft quin 
dimidium feculum efiluxenit, 
ex quo anteccflores nofir, cum 
fumma diligentia et judicit 
Jaude, id expleverunt munus 
quo nunc fungimur. Interea 
temporis medicina, fi cum aliis 
bonis artibus non pari paflu 
proceflerit, adjumenta tamen, 
nec pauca nec parvi zitimanda, 
tum aliorum induftrie & in- 
ventis accepta retulit, tum eo- 
rum, egregie et prater ceteros, 
qui nuperis abhine annis in 
chemiam altius fubtiliufque ex- 
colendam acriori ftudio incu- 
buerunt. Itaque cum officii 
noitri ratio poftulare tandem 
vifa eft, ut heec communia artis 
mediginalis inftrumenta de in- 
tegro revocarentur ad examen, 
haud nos oper: ifti atque officio 
fatisfaCturos exiftimavimus, nifi 
quicquid ab hodierna chemico- 
rum difciplina hauriendum erat 
auxilii huc transferremus, et 
noftram facem ex coilatitio eo« 
rum lumine claram magis et il- 
luftricrem exhiberemus,” 


* Almoft half a century has 
elapfed fince our predeceflors 
executed the fame tafk we have 
now undertaken, no Ifs to the 
raife of their judgment than 
their diligence. Jf medicine, 
during that fpace, advanced not 
equally with other ufeful arts, it 
received many valuable improve- 
ments; as well from the in- 
duftry and difcoveries of others, 
as from thofe more particularly 
who have, of date, ftudied che- 
miftry with unufual zeal and 


penetration. 


© As, for that reafon, it became 


our duty to examine anew the 


common inftruments of the art 
of healing, we thought that 
duty required us to employ all the 
affiflance which could be derived 


from modern chemifiry; and, 


from its collected light, render 
our work more clear and dye 
minous,. 


From this fpecimen, our Readers will form their own opinion 








of the merit ef Dr. Healde’s tranflation of this part of the work, 
The elegant original demanded an elegant tranflation: the paf- 
fage here tran{cribed is not only inelegant, but erroneous—efpe- 
cially where we have printed it in Italics. 

The notes, which are not numerous, are chiefly explanatory ; 
and many of them are extracted from Lewis’s Hiftory of the Ma- 
teria Medica, or from his Difpenfatory. Thefe are figned L. 
Some, which are marked P, are probably taken from Pemberton’ 
tranflation of the Jaft Pharmacopeeia ;' others are figned A. R, 


‘Thofe which have no fiznature, are, we fuppofe, Dr. Healde’s 
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own; and though they contain much ufeful information for the 
operator. and good rules for preferving medicines, yet much might, 
in our opinion, be added, concerning matters which relate both 
to the phyfician and the apothecary : fuch as, rules for determn- 
ing whether the fimples be gocd, and the compounds genuine or 
properly made,—for detecting fophiftications, and diicovering 
the fubftances with which valuable and efficacious medicines may 
be adulterated. Much, we are aware, may be faid againft thie 
opinion; for, teaching the method of difcovering tbe fophiftie 
cation, is publifhing to the world even the method of fophiftica- 
tion itfelf; by which means many may become acqueinted with 
knowlege that tends to the burt, rather than to the benefit, of 
mankind. Rules for the deteétion of fraud may be unneceffary, 
if apothecaries would univerfully prepare their own medicines. 

After this general idea of Dr. Heald’s notes, we fhall proceed 
to particulars. Vin, antimonii is ordered to be made with powe 
dered glafs of antimony. The Doétor’s note on this prepara- 
tion fays, * The filtration through paper muft here be attended 
to, left fome finer parts of the glafs fhould remain fufpended in 
the wine, the virulence of which remains unaltered.” We ap- 
prove the caution of the annotator. It the glafs had been or- 
dered not to be powdered, but only broke into imal] pieces, and 
well wafhed before its infufion, the caution had been unnecef- 
fary: and the wine would be as ftrongly impregnated as in the 
cafe of ufing the powder. In the old-fafhioned way of ufing 
cups made of glafs of antimony there was no need of filtrating 
the wine. 

The Sulphur precipitatum is thus ordered: RK Kali fulphurati p. 
Zvi. Aq. diftillat. p. th ifs. Acid. Virriol. dilut. q. s. Coque Kali 
Sulphuratum in Aq. diftiilata donec folvatur, Liquorem per chartam 
sola, cut adde Acid. Vitriolc. Pulverem precipitatum lava affufe 
fapius aqua donec infipiduys fiat. 

Dr. Healde’s note: § This preparation is not fo white as that 
of the laft difpenfatory, which was made with quicklime; but 
jt is more purgative,” This is undoubtedly true; but a chemift 
would have gone farther; he would have faid that the whitenefs. 
of the old precipitate was owing to a gypfeous precipitation 
formed by the union of the yitriolic acid with the lime: this 
gyps (vulgo, plaifter of Paris) cannot be wafhed off by the water 
from the fulphur: but in the prefent cafe, the vitriolated tartar, 
formed by the union of the acid with the alkali, is wholly fo- 
Juble, and may therefore be entirely wafhed off: confequently 
the new fulphur pracipitatum is pure, and unmixed with gyps; 
ante on that account, though not fo white, it is a better mee 

icine, 

In the note to the prefcription for making Sal Martis, Dr. 
Healde fays, ‘ If any cupreous parti¢les are mixed with the filings, 
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it may be known by dropping a little Aq. Ammoniz pure into 


fome of the flution, which will change it to a fapphirine colour.” 


This is a juft remark ; but ought not directions to have been 

iven either for purifying the iron filings from copper, or for 
taking the diffolved copper out of the folution ? The firft of thefe 
operations may be performed by the magnet, provided that the 
jron and copper are not melted together; the fecond, by precie 
pitating the copper out of the folution by means of pure iron or 
fteel. It is better, however, to make the Sa/ Martis from the 
pureft tron. a ; 

A note is fubjoined to the general directions for making fyrups 
of acid fruits, as lemons, mulberries, &c. wilcly cautioning the 
operator againft the ufe of leaden or glazed veffels; glafs, or 
china, or Mr. Wedgewood’s vefl Is, are certainly the only ones 
to be employed in m:zking thefe preparations, 

Several other notes might be produced, in which Dr. Healde 
fhews himfelf in the different capacities of a phyfician and a 
pharmaceutical chemift ; fometimes difplaying his abilities, and 
fometimes betraying his deficiency, in the knowlege of the mo- 
dern improvemenis in chemiftry. On the whole, however, his 
tranflstion of the College Pharmacopoeia may be confidered as a 
ufeiul book to thole operative chemifts, who are unable to read 
the original, Concifene’s feems to have been his peculiar de- 
fizn, ana a defire of benefiting the Public, rather than of fhew- 
ing his own abilities as a tranflator and annotator, appears to 
have been the principal motive of his having undertaken the 
tak. H's immediate conneétion with the College would necef- 
farily prevent him from pointing out any deficiencies or errors 
which may be found in the Pharmacopoeia; and the difcharge 
of the duties of his profeffion might be pleaded in excufe for bis 
not having more minutely de(cribed the pharmaceutical opera- 


tions. R — vre * 





Art. V. QOdbferwations on the Principles of the Old Syftem of Phy/fie, 
exhibiting a Compend of the new Igpétrine. ‘The whole contain- 
ing a new Account of the State of Medicine from the prefent Times, 
backward, to the Reftoration of the Grecian Learning in the 
Weftern Parts of Europe. By a Gentleman converfant in the 
Subject. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Edinburgh, printed; and fold by 
Murray, in London. 1787. 


'HE Brunonian fyftem of phyfic is here defended, by dif- 
charging a blunderbufs, loaded with abufe of every other 
fyftematical writer. We have, on former occafions, given our 
Opinion on this new doétrine, and we congratulate ourfelves 
that the prefent publication ftrongly confirms the fentiments we 
formerly entertained, both of the doctrine and of its i, r 
' ig 
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This gentleman, who fays he is converfant ia the fubject 
(fee Title), is alfo poflefled of nearly the fame acrimonious {pt- 
sit, that wes fo apparent in a former defender * ot Dr. Brown’s 
opinions. After condemning feveral medical theories, Our aus 
thor, in his introduction, thus attacks Dr. Cullen: 

‘¢ The doétrine of fpafm, fterted by an original very worthy 
of it, the fanatic and vifionary Van Helmont, and heavily 
wrought up into a confufed and perplexed fyftem by the painful 
2nd verbofe Jabours of the truly Germannic Hoffman, after 
having been, by the fuperior name and authority of Dr. Boer- 
haave, fupprefled, and banifhed from the country which gave it 
birth, found at laf, amidft a new perfecution raifed againit it by 
the pupils of Boerhaave (then in poflefiion of the medica] chairs 
at Edinburgh), a friend and protector in Dr. Cullen, who had 
Jately become one of the number of thofe profeffors, 

‘ This brat, the feeble, half-vital, femiproduction of phrenzy, 
the ftarvling of ftrained fyftematic dulnefs, the forlorn outcaft 
of the foftering care to which it owed its infect vitality’—and fo 
on for more lines than we chufe to tran{cribe. 

Can any fincere enquirer into truth be fatished with argu- 
ments like thefe? Will an illiberal abufe of the theory demone 
{trate its falfehood? Will the inquifitive reader be convinced, 
or can he receive information, by the painful and verbofe ha- 
ranzues of this Brunonian champion? 

He then proceeds to reprobate * the noted or rather noto- 
rious dodtrine of the antiphlogiftic plan of cure.’ All praéti- 
tioners, without exception, from Hippocrates to thofe of the 
prefent time, fmart under the lafh of this angry writer; and 
yet not a fingle argument is brought to fhew the impropriety 
of their practice, or to evince the truth of the contrary mode 
of cure. This chapter, which is replete with the moft illibera] 
reflections, thus concludes : 

* As every country, in proportion as it is diftinguifhed by 
riches and openne(s of manners, for that very reafon, becomes 
the emporium, the fcene of action, for highwaymen, footpads, 
pickpockets, fwindlers, fharpers, gipfies, regular praétitioners 
in law, regular practitioners in phylic, quacks in both thefe pro- 
feflions; fo England has long held, and ftill holds, the pre- 
eminence over all her neighbour countries, in being, for the rea- 
fon affigned, the place of common refort, in which a comfortable 
fubfiftence is afforded to all thofe different denominations of 
pur(e-takers +.’ 





* Dr. Jones. See Review, vol. Ixvii. p. 170. 
M Hath not Dr. Brown lately made his appearance in the metro- 
polis? 
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The Author then gives the outlines of the new doétrine, which 
are merely an explanation of Fohannis Brunonis Elementa, except- 
ing the interfperfion of abufe on feveral great medical icharaters, 
We are now arrived at the beginning of this work, after tra- 
velling through ccxliii pages of introductory matter. 

The firft chapter is entitled, * Obfervations on the prefent 
{yftem of fpafm, as taught in the Univerfity of Edinburgh ;’ and 
the firft paragraph is fo very curious, that we cannot let it pafs 
unnoticed : 

© The moft difficult and irkfome tafk, in which the reafoning 
faculty can be engaged, is the attempt to refute a doétrine cam- 


pletely falfe and abfurd.’ 
We would not offend our Readers by ferioufly infifting on 


what is felf-evident, that the more falfe and ablurd any dotrine 


is, fo much eafier is the tafk of refuting it! 

With his ufual virulence, this Author falls upon Dr. Cullen’s 
“ Firft Lines of the Praétice of Phyfic,” efpecially that part of 
the work which treats of the proximate caufe of fever. His 
chief view is to fhew the fallacy of Dr. Cullen’s fpafmodiec the- 
ory, and to perfuade the reader, that debility is the only true 
caufe of all fever. 

The Vis medicatrix nature is next ridiculed ; Stablianifm is 
refuted ; and the fubject of Spa/m is refumed. Would the Au- 
thor diveft himfelf of abufe, would he refute by folid argumenta- 
tion the fpafmodic doégtrine, and calmly convince his reader of 
the truth of his affertions by demonftrative evidence, his work 
would then deferve a better criticifm : at prefent what this name- 
Jefs gentleman fays of Dr. Cullen may be fitly applied to his 
own work; 

‘ Conclufions at variance with their premifes; propofitions in 
perpetual repugnance with each other ; aflertions fupported only 
by the aflertor’s folitary teftimony ; conjecture affumed for cer- 
tainty; prefumption for proof; ftrained inference for evidence ; 


emphatis for energy, &c. &c.’ R es 





Art. VI. Strictures on Female Education; chiefly as it relates to the 
Culture of the Heart. In four Efflays. By a Clergyman of the 
Church of England. Small 8vo. 3s. Boards. Cadell. 


HESE figures, we find, are to be confidered merely as a 
{pecimen introductory to a larger work on the fubjeét, in 
Letters to a young Lady: whether the /etters will ever fee the 
light, depends on the encouragement given to thefe preparatory 
fketches. In the mean time the Author fays, he cautioufly con~ 
ceals a name, which might only raife a prejudice againft his bold 
undertaking, and hides himfelf behind the fhade of fecrecy, until 
criticifm 
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criticifm fhall fully have emptied its quiver, and * the indignae 
tion of public cen{ure is overpaft.’ 

The firft of thefe eflays contains a flight review of the treat- 
ment of women in the different nations of the world. The fe- 
cond is on the influence which the treatment received by the fe- 
male fex will have on the public tafte, manners, and morals of a 
people, and on private happinefs, ‘T he third enquires concern- 
ing the nature, quality, and extent of female talents. The laft 
confifts of reflections on the dangers and infufficiency of board- 
ing-{chools, confidered as a mode of female education. 

This Author writes with feufe and fpirit, and prefents many 
obfervations worthy of attention, If at times he fpeaks of the fair 
and amiable fex with freedom, yet he evidently difcgvers a warm 
attachment to their comfort and happinefs. In fome inftances, 
his remarks are, perhzps, too general; or may admit of objec- 
tions which would confiderably alter their nature. —When he 
mentions that degrading treatment of the fex with which, in his 
apprehenfion, the earlieft ages of the world are disfigured, he re- 
curs to the facred writings, which, fays he, exhibit women en- 
gaged in the moft Jaborious and fervile employments, tending 
flocks, carrying water, and performing many other domeftic 
drudgeries, which, while they ftrike us as unfuited to the dignity 
of their character, or the delicacy of their frame, evidently be- 
{peak the very low eftimation in which they were held.’—Now 
we muft acknowlege that we do not entirely accord with this 
conclufion ; for is it mot very conceivable that they might meet 
with the trueft affeCion and refpeét, that they might have real 
enjoyment, and take their fhare ‘ in moral culture and rational 
inttruction,’ notwithftanding thofe employments which the na- 
ture and fimplicity of the times calied for? Our Author far- 
ther adds,—‘ a conliderable civilization muft have taken place 
in any age or country, befure the manners of women will be 
fufficiently captivating to raife our admiration, or we ourfelves 
fhal] have any fufceptibility of their many little namelefs and de- 
licate attractions.“—Here again we have fome hefitation; fince 
fweetnefs of difpofition, with innocent and artlefs manners, may 
probably do more to captivate and engage the heart, than the af- 
feciations, or hauteur, or artificial behaviour, too often produced 
by modern refinement. He tells us, in another place, after 
Tacitus, that * of all people, perhaps, the ancient Germans 
had the greateft veneration for women :’ now they, we imagine, 
were nat in any confiderable fate of civilization, 

Whether that period has ever yet exilted in which women 
would find all that rational confequence be has defcribed, this 
writer is inclined to doubt. * It is not vifible,’ fays he, ¢ in the 
prefent face of Europe: has it been in the paft ?? He proceeds to 
obferye that the mozals of women will not fail to fuffer in the 
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neral corruption occafioned by profperity, luxury, heated 
paffions, and unprincipled minds ; all aided and increafed by licens 
tious writings, romances, novels, pictures, and the varied, inde- 
licate reprefentations of the ftage, which, fays he, will accelerate 
the laft convulfions of virtue, and {mother the juft expiring em- 
bers of female referve. We will not ftay to examine the juftice 
of fo unpleafing a picture; nor to enquire minutely into his far- 
ther aflection, which, if true, affords the moft debafing character 
of the men; viz. That, whatever a cold-hearted politenefs fays, 
or the affeMation of fenfibility may pretend to feel, women, in 
this country, are confidered by the majority of men, but as in- 
ftruments of vanity or pleafure.—We would hope better things! 
—At the fame time it is to be feared there may be many to whom 
the full feverity of fuch an account belonps. May they feel the 
lath in all its acutenefs! But we will nor detain the reader by 
our animadverfions. With thefe fentiments of the fex, he ob- 
ferves, a correfponding education is given, Perfon and manner 
are the great object. Th's in general is the employment of the 

overneis. To this‘are devoted all the labours of the toilet. 
The confequence is, that they dazzle or inflame the fenfes, but 
convey no joy or relifh to the heart. Young men, he adds, be- 
come infeniibly affimilated to the frivoloufnels they addrefs and 
affect to admire. Hence we have very pretty preachers, we have 
amiable fenators, we have very polite officers, and few great men. 
Confequences, he adds, fo malignant, and fo comprehenfive ia 
their effects, deferve confideration. 

To thefe few extracts let us join the following paragraph, re- 
lative to a neighbouring kingdom: * France is fo far from being 
any proper model of female education, that I conceive it to be 
the vitiated tafte of this people, which, fet off with a graceful 
and bewitching manner, has infected many other countries of 
Europe, but particularly our own, and overwhelmed them, at 
leaft, with a deluge of frivolity, if not of crimes.’ 

In eftimating female talents, this writer allows every thing to 
their vivacity, their fenfibility and fancy ; and obferves, that fo 
far as the qualities of the heart are concerned, the fexes will not 
bear a comparifon. Women in this refpect have a marked [us 
periority. If their retired domettic life did not, of itfelf, lead to 
more innocence and contemplation, their natural difpofitions are 
certainly more favourable to piety and virtue. At the fame time 
we are told, that ftrong judgment and nice difcrimination are 
the more peculiar prerogative of the men. Were the female 
fex, fays he, conftituted to have our firmuefs and our depth, they 
would want their native and their ftrongeft attraions: they 
would ceafe to be women, and they would ceale to charm.— 

Nor let the fex,’ be proceeds, ‘ fuppofe me their for. If [ 
have not wholly mi/faken the method, 1 mean to be their advo- 
cate 
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cate and friend. I have left them the feeds of every thing that 
pleafes and captivates in woman. Their brows were not intended 
to be ploughed with wrinkles, nor their innocent gaiety to be 
damped by abftraction. They were perpetually to pleafe, and 
perpetually to enliven. If we were to plan the edifice, they 
were to furnith the embellifhments : if we were to Jay out and cul- 
tivate the garden, they were beautifully to fringe its borders 
with flowers, and fill it with perfume. If we were deftined to 
fuperintend the management of kingdoms, they were to be the 
faireft ornaments of thofe kingdoms, the embellifhments of fo- 
ciety, and the fweetners of life.’ 

On a fubject fo delicate, we will not prefume to venture any 
decifion. We have endeavoured, as far as our limits would allow, 
to make our Readers a little acquainted with this Writer. He 
prefents us with a confiderable lift of literary ladies in former 
times, and mentions fome in the prefent.—I1 with not, fays he, to 
deny their fame, or pluck one fingle well-earned laurel from 
their temples: but, he continues, prodigies of female genius do 
not prove at all the general {tate of female talents, or the ordinary 
Jevel of female underftanding. 

The lait effay reprobates boarding: fchools, with fome few ex- 
ceptions. In this mode of education, he zpprehends, are lof 
juft fentiments of piety and virtue, the religious government of 
the paffions, with all the lovely train of Chriftian graces: this, 
he conceives, firft infpires the rage for pleafure and diffipation; 


and whatever undome/iicates a woman, fo far unmakes her, as to | 


all the valuable purpofes of her exiftence, and is at once the 
bane of her ufefulnefs, her bappinefs, and virtue: nor can he 
imagine, that boarding-(chools give the /o much valued excel- 
Jence of politeneis, but rather a formality and /tiffne/s. He con- 
cludes with remarking, that—reafon, religron, the thrillings of 
affection, the voice of nature, the voice of God, the interctts of 








fociety, the happinefs of private life, the dignity and true. poli} 


of women—all fay, that a mother fhould be the preceptre/s of her} 
children. We ought to add, what he farther obferves himfelf, | 


ree 


that the general tenour of his remarks on boarding-fchools, | 


principally applies to people in the higher ranks cf life. 

[cis natural, in the clofe of this article, juft to fay, that no age 
has abounded fo much as the prefent with difcourfes and rules 
on the fubject of education ; what benefit has been produced, 


every one mutt determine by the effects and events to. which they} 
are continusliy witnefies.—lf, in eny refpe€ts, the prefent per-| 


formance fhould be thought defective, it, however, certainly 


merits the regard and attention of the Public; as it contains 
many oblervations, reflections, and hints, which the judicious 
reader May epply to advantage. ’ 
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Continued. See Rev. for June, [vol. xxviii. | 


PAPERS OF THE PHYSICAL CLASS. 


Experiments on the Motion of the Sap in Trees. By John Walker, 
D.D. M.D. &c, &c. 


LTHOUGH the motion of the fap in plants is a fact 
which none of the writers on vegetable ftatics have doubt- 
ed; they have not however been uniform, or even confiftent, 
among themfelves. Satisfactory experiments feemed to be want- 
ing in order to determine the direction, velocity, and quantity, 
of the moving fluid. Dr. Walker has afcertained thefe points, 
by numerous experiments on trees, efpecially on the birch, which 
fhew, that the bleeding fap begins to flow at the root, to afcend 
flowly upward ; and that, as it afcends, the tree bleeds fuccef- 
fively to the utmott extremities. One year the fap required 43 
days to afcend twenty feet in the trunk of a birch, that is, on an 
average, nearly fix inches each day; another year, inthe fame 
tree, the fap afcended to the fame height in 33 days, or about 
nine inches each day. In none of the experiments here related 
could any fap be perceived to arife, either by the pith or the 
bark; the whole fap was conveyed by the wood, and between 
the wood and the bark; it appears alfo, that it moves both in 
the fubftance of the ligneous circles, and in the veins by which 
they are feparated ; that in both it is in an afcending ftate; that 
it moves more expeditioufly in the veins than in the circles theme 
felves, and more freely in young than in old circles, and confe- 
quently more freely in the exterior than in the interior parts of 
the-trunk. 

The caufe of the afcent of the fap is a curious and important 
point in the hiftory of vegetation ; it remains, however, ftill in- 
velloped in darknefs, Dr. Walker’s experiments, indeed, thew, 
on many occafions, that heat is the prime agent in producing 
this effect; the incifions on the birch ran freely in the day time, 
efpecially during fun-fhine, but dried up regularly as the cold of 
the evening advanced. With a few exceptions, D:. Walker 
generally found the afcent of the fap conftantly promoted by 
heat, and retarded and even ftopped by cold; yet the manner in 
which heat and cold produce thefe effeéts does not appear. It is 
probable that other caufes co-operate. A thorough knowlege of 
the ftructure of the plant might perhaps explain the pheno- 
menon. 

The principal fa& which Dr, Walker has afcertained is, that 
the fap, before the leaves of the tree appear, continually rifes ; 
what courfe it takes after that period is yet undetermined. The 
Doctor fays, that from a few trials which he has made, he has 

been 
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been led to fufpe& that, while the tree is in leaf, its fap obferveg 
a different courfe. We hope the inzenious Author will favour 
the Public with the relation of his experiments fubfequent to 
thofe which he hath already given. 


Lhe Theory of Rain. By James Hutton, M.D. F.R.S. Eding 

and Member of the Royal Academy of Agriculture at Paris. 

It is a known faé that atmolpheric air is capable of diflolving, 
with a certain degree of heat, a given quantity of water. Dr, 
Hutton, in the firft part of the prefent memoir, afcertains the 
ratio of the diffolving power of air, in relation to water, in dif- 
ferent degrees of heat; and fhews, that by mixing a porcion of 
tranfparent humid warm air with a portion of cold air, the mixe 
ture becomes opake, and part of the water will be precipitated, 
or, in other words, the vapour will be condenfed into rain. 

Having formed his theory of rain, founded on a general law 
refpecting the condenfation of watery vapour contained in the 
air, the Author proceeds to apply his theory to natural events; 
and, by confidering the meteorological obfervations, he either 
explains appearances that are not otherwife underftood, or, from 
appearances that are evident, draws conclufions in confirmation 
of his theory. In doing this, he treats of the generality of rain, 
of its regularities and irregularities, of the comparative eftimate 
of climates, of the rife and fall of the barometer, and of feveral 
meteorological phenomena. 


On the Caufes which affe? the Accuracy of Rarometrical Meafure- 
ments. By John Playfair, A.M. F.R.S, Edin, Profeflor of 
Mathematics at Edinburgh. 

The method of meafuring heights by barometrical obferva- | 
tions. has been brought to great exactnefs by M. de Luc, and | 
other obfervers, who have followed his footfteps. Their forms, 
however, are all defective, being deduced from the fuppefition 
that the denfity of the atmofphere varies as the heat. Mr. Play- 
fair thinks other circumftances ought to be taken into confideras 
tion. He fuppofes that the atmofphere is warmed by the earth, 
from the furface of which a quantity of heat is continually flow- 
ing off, and afcending through the different ftrata of the atmo- 
{phere into the regions of vacuity, or of zther: he fhews that 
this afcent of heat is uniform ; and he inveftigates the degree of 
heat at a given height. 

Though the decreafe of heat in the fuperior ftrata of the at- 
mofphere is proportional to their elevation, yet the condenfation 
produced by that decreafe is not uniform, or, in other words, 
the variations in bulk of a given quantity of air are not propor- 
tional to its variations in temperature, Experiments for efta- 
blifhing thefe variations are wanting. Mr. Playfair therefore 
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has recourfe to reafoning ; and gives a formula for afcertaining 
the expanfion in a certasn heat. _ 

Another irregularity in the expanfion of the air is produced 
by the inequality of the comprefling force; a formula for Ccor- 
recting this is alfo added. The Author mentions another cor- 
refion which is to be applied to the height of a mountain, as tt 
is ufually found from obfervations of the barometer. This arifes 
from the diminution of gravity, in afcending or defcending from 
the furface of the earth, , 

Having enumerated all the caufes which produce variations in 
the denfity of the air, Mr. Playfair proceeds to inveftigate the 
effe& of them all together, and after an integral calculus, ma- 
naged with great ingenuity, he obtains a univerfal formula for 
the diftance, between the two places of obfervation, in the fol- 
lowing infinite feries, where, b = hyp. log. of the height of the 
mercury in the lower batometer, B = hyp. dog. of that in the 
upper one, H = the height of the mercury in the lower thermo- 
meter, / = that in the upper one, m= .00245 = the expantion 
of the air for an increafe of 1° of heat according to Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer at 32°, r = 32, p = 4342.9 &c. and g = Ayp. log. 

i— 2m). 
oe 1-erg +i rig? +4 rig) &c. ad inf. 

P I+ig. H+h+ 2°. H+ Hb+h &e. 

If, inftead of the hyperbolical logarithms, Briggs’s be ufed, 
then p becomes 10000. And the two firft terms of the feries 
will be found to be precifely M. de Luc’s formula, which was 
difcovered by that ingenious and indefatigable obferver, without 
any inquiry into the principles on which it depends, but merely 
deduced from a number of obfervations, made in different 
fituations, and different ftates of the atmo/phere. 

Mr. Playfair adds numerous remarks, tending to fhew what 
particular parts of this univerfal expreffion are the corrections 
that muft be made for particular effets. He mentions alfo fe- 
veral circumftances neceflary for perfeCting the art of barometri- 
cal meafurement, which are not yet determined; and recome 
mends fuch methods as he thinks will afcertain, or at leaft con- 
tribute to increafe our knowlege of, thofe faéts which feem 
wanting to complete the theory. 


On the Ufe of negative Quantities in the Solutions of Problems by al- 
gebrajcal Equations. By William Greenfield, M.A. F.R.S. 
Edin. Profetior of Rhetoric at Edinburgh. 

_ In this paper Mr. Greenfield demonftrates the two follow- 

ing propofitions: 1ft, ‘ Where the problem allows us to con- 

fider x, one of the unknown quantities, as capable of exifting 
in two oppofite fituations, which may be reprefented by ad- 
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dition and fubtra@tion; then the equation which exprefles the 
conditions required of x in one of thefe fituations, an¢ whofe 
pofitive roots determine the magnitudes of x in that fituation ; 
the fame equation, by its negative roots, will determine the 
magnitudes of x in the oppofite direction, 2d, Where the pro- 

lem allows us to confider a, any of the known quantities, as 
capable of exifting in two fuch oppofite fituations; then the 
equation which expreflcs the conditions of the problem, upon 
the fuppofition that @ is in one of thefe fituations, will be res 
duced to the equation exprefling the conditions of the problem 
on the contrary fuppofition, by fimply changing the fign of the 
terms involving the odd powers of a.” Thefe aie not new pro- 
pofitions, Mr, Greenfield has however demonilrated them ina 
manner that we do not recol!eét to have feen before. 


Experiments and Obfervations upon @ remarkable Cold which accome 
panies the Separation. of Hoar-frofi from a clear Air. By Patrick 
Wilfon, M.A. F.R.S, Edin. Prof. of Attronomy at Glaf- 
gow. 

In the 64th volume of our Review, p. 275, and 67th vol. 
p. 127, we gave an account of Mr. Wilfon’s experiments, by 
which it appeared that there is a conftant difference of tempera 
ture between the fnow and the air at a few feet above its furface; 
the fnow being the coldeft. In the prefent memoir, Mr. Wilfon 
offérs fome conjectures as to the caufe of this phenomenon, and 
adds the relation of more experiments made with a view to efta- 
blifh the facts. His general conclufions are, * That when bo- 
dies attract hoar-froft from a clear air, there is a cold produced 
at their furfaces ; and that this cold does not originate from any 
peculiar qualities of bodies upon which the hoar-froft fettles, 
any farther than as fome bodies are capable of attraCting from 
the air more or lefs of itin a given time. That the difpofition 
of the air of thus parting with hoar-froft, and the cold which 
accompanies that feparation, has a conftant dependence on the 
general ferenity of the atmofphere, and is always interrupted by 
the fky being overcaft with clouds or fogginefs, efpecially near 
the place of obfervation.’ 

Though Mr. Wilfon’s experiments afforded fufficient ex- 
amples of cold produced on the feparation of hoar-froft from the 
air, he relates the particulars of one fet of experiments, from 
which it appears that the phenomenon of an excefs of cold at the 
furface of the fnow took its rife from a manifeft evaporation. To 
enumerate the particulars of thefe experiments would take more 
room than we can allow; we muft therefore refer the curious 
mcicorologilt to the memoir itfelf. 
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An Account of a Method of making a Wine, called by the Tartars 
Koumiss; with Objervations on its Uje in Medicine. By John 
Grieve, M.D. F.R.S. Edin. 

The Author of the prefent memoir gives the following recejpt 
for making the Koumi(s, as he obtained it from a Ruffian noble- 
man, who went into that part of Tartary, where it is made, for 
the fake of ufing it medicinally, 

‘ Take of freth mare’s milk, of one day, any quantity; add 
to ita fixth part of water, and pour the mixture into a wooden 
vellel; ufe then, as a ferment, an eighth part of the foureft cow’s 
milk that can be gots but, at any future preparation, a fmall 
portion of old Koumifs will better anfwer the purpofe of four- 
ing ; cover the veflel with a thick cloth, and fet it in a place of 
moderate warmth; leave it at reft 24 hours, at the end of which 
time, the milk will have become four, and a thick fubftance will 
be gathered on the top; then with a flick made at the lower end 
in the manner of a churn-ftaff, beat it till the thick fubftance 
above mentioned be blended intimately with the fubjacent fluid. 
In this fituation, leave it again at reft for 24 hours mores after 
which, pour it into a higher and narrower veffel, refembling a 
churn, where the agitation muft be repeated as before, till the 
liquor appear to be perfectiy homogeneous; and, in this ftate, 
it is called Koumifs; of which the tafte ought to be a pleafant 
mixture of fweet and four. Agitation muft be employed every 
time before it be ufed.’ 

From the foregoing account, the Koumifs appears to be /oured 
milg: on the authority of Mr. Olereifkowfky, Dr. Grieve fays 
that it yields, by diftillation, an ardent fpirit. 

The Author relates fome cafes of Phthifis and Tabes; which 
the ufe of the Koumifs had completely cured, 


An Improvement of the Method of correcting the obferved Diflance of 
the Moen from the Sun, or a Fixed Siar. By tue Rev. Thomas 
Ellior. 

Every attempt to facilitate or fimplify the practice of aftros 
nomy, efpecially when that fcience is applied to the art of navi- 
gation, merits the attention of mankind. Mr. Elliot’s invefti- 
gation of the problem is fcientific and elegant; and his pradtical 
rule is concife. The methods now ufed in our navy are 
fufficiently exa€t, yet it muft be confeffed that their prolixity, 
and devendence on Tables, render them, and indeed all others, 
fubjeét to error or miftake. 


Account of a remarkable Agitation of the Waters of Lath Tay. By 
the Rev. Tho. Fleming. 

Loch Tay is about 15 miles long, and one broad. On Sept. 
12,1784, by an unknown caufe, its waters were violently agi= 
tated, and the river which iflues from it was feen to run back, 
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and its waters for fome time were dried up. Similar commo- 
tions, though much lefs violent, were obferved for feveral days, 
No accounts could be obtained of any earthquake in the neigh- 
bourhood, and the weather was remarkably calm, the wind being 
gentle, from the N. E. and the barometer ftanding at 294. 


Abfirat of the Regifler of the Weather kept at Branxholm, for Ten 
Years, ending Dec. 31, 1783. By his Grace the Duke of 
Buccleugh. 

This valuable meteorological Diary contains, 1ft, The quan- 
tity of rain; 2d, The height of the barometer; 3d, OF the ther- 
mometer; 4th, The direction of the wind. In addition to the 
abftract, the Duke gives a comparative view of the depth of 
rain at Branxholm, Dalkeith, and Langholm, for five years. 


Theory of the Earth; or an Invefligation of the Laws obfervable in 
the Compofition, Diffolution, and Reftoration of Land upon the 
Globe. By James Hutton, M.D. F.R.S, Edin. 


The theory of the Earth, which Dr. Hutton here delivers, is | 


diffufe, and at the fame time fomewhat invelloped in obicurity, 





Sixteen pages are employed in ¢ purfuing,’ what our Author calls | 
* general or preparatory ideas,’ in which he confiders the Earth — 
as a * machine, conftructed on chemical as well as mechanical | 


principles.” He fays, the globe of this earth is evidently made 
for man,’ and after fome high encomiums on this lord of the 
creation, he adds, * man, therefore, fhould be made the firft 
fubject of enquiry.” This enquiry, however, the Doétor con- 


Soe 


fines to an afcertainment of the period in which mankind were | 


created. The Moflaic biftory, he fays, places this beginning of 
man at no great diftance; and he thinks that no documents can 
be found in natural hiltory by which a high antiquity can be 
attributed to the human race. He then proceeds to fhew, that 
we poflefs many monuments which prove that marine animals 
had exifted long before the buman fpecies. This inquiry gives 
rife to a long <ifquifition on marble or lime-ftone, which termi- 


nates the firit part (containing preparatory ideas) of the prefent | 


memoir. 





Iie fecond part is * An inveftization of the natural opera- | 
tions employed in confolidating the ftrata of the globe.” The | 
Author fays, ‘there are ju/? two ways in which porous or fpongy | 
bodies can be confolidated, and by which, fubftances may be | 


formed into nafles of a natural fhape and regular ftructure. One 
of thefe is fimple congelation from a fluid ftate, by means of cold; 
the other is accretion; and this includes a feparatory operation, as 
well as that by which the folid is to be produced.’ In difcuffing 
this part of his fubject, Dr. H. is extremely diffufe ; he thinks 
that water is not the menftruum by which the confolidating 
Matter was introduced into the interftices of flrata, but that 
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confolidation is effeéted by means of beat and fufion; he fup- 
afes filiceous matter to be infoluble in water, and thence con- 
cludes that no filiceous cryftallizations, or confolidations, can be 
otherwife produced than by fufion; from fimiliar arguments, he 
concludes that all minerclization with fulphureous fubftances is 
performed by heat and fufion, The variety of fulphureo- metallic 
fubftances, in point of compofition, is almoft indefinite; the 
confolidation of thefe heterogeneous maffes cannot be performed 
by water, unlefs each of their component parts be foluble in 
water. The Doétor fays, phlogifton, which is a principal in- 
gredient in thefe compounds, ‘ refufes aqueous folution.’? Does 
he mean, by that expreffion, that phlogifton cannot be united 
with water? Metals, efpecially when in their native ftate, he 
thinks, cannot ever be produced from folution, becaufe the phlo- 

ifton is infoluble in waters A familiar experiment will fhew, 
that phlogifton may, in folution, be detached from one body aod 
united with another: to a folution of blue vitriol in water puta 
{mall piece of pure iron; the vitriolic acid will part with the 
calx of copper and feize the calx of the iron, while the phlo- 
gifton of the iron unites itfelf to the calx of the copper, and the 
precipitate will be pure copper in its meta!lic form. 

Were we to follow the Doétor through the whole of his argu- 
ments, by which he concludes fufion to be the caufe of all con- 
folidation, we fhould extend our article beyond meafure, and 
for little other purpofe than to fhew the fallacy of his conclu- 
fions ; we fhall therefore proceed tothe third part of the memoir, 
which is entitled, * Iavettigation of the natural operations em- 
ployed in the production of land above the furface of the fea.’ 

Heat is again produced as the powerful agent of nature in 
raifing the land above the waters, Subterraneous fires are (and 
in this we perfectly coincide with our Author) the moft pro- 
bable caufe of the irregularities in the furface of our. prefent 
Earth, or in thofe internal parts which human induftry hath 
hitherto explored *, 

In the fourth part of the memoir, Dr. Hutton is retrograde ; 
for, after having confidered thofe operations by which the ftrata 
of the Earth had been confolidated and then elevated above the 
level of the fea, he inveftigates the fource whence thofe mate- 
rials, from the combination of which the Jand was formed, were 
derived. In this part of his inquiry, he treads nearly the fame 
ground with the late ingenious Mr. Whiteburft, in fuppofing the 
prefent Earth formed from the materials of a preceding Earth. 
He advances however much farther, and fuppofes a regular fuc- 
ceffion of Earths from all eternity! and that the fucceffion will 
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he repeated for ever!! And he concludes the long memoir (96, 
well filled, large 4to pages) with theie words: * The refule, 
therefore, of our prefent enquiry is, that we fad no veitige of a 
beginning—no profpect of an cad.’ 


The Orbit and Motion ef the Geargtum Sidus determined direéily 
rom Obfervations, after a very ea'y and fim tle Method. By 
John Robifon, M.A. F.R.S. Edin. and Profeflor of Na- 
tural Philofophy at Edinburgh, 
The apoearance of this pla inet has ferved to exercife the in- 
genuity of aftronomers in mof parts of Europe. The French 
were, we believe, the firft who gave the elements of its orbit. 
‘The Ruffians and Swedes were not lefs ative in their labours to 
afcertain the true theory of this new phenomenon. We are now 
prefened with a fet of tables for computing the places of the 
planet by the ingenious Profeflor Robifon, who has deduced its 
elements from five obfrved places of the planet, at its five 
fucceffive oppofitions to the fun; in 1781, Dec. 214 197% 20° 19%. 
1782, Dec. 26% 9° g’ 45°. 1783, Dec. 31% 6° 50° 13%. 
1785, Jan. 3° 165 48’ 41° 3 and 1786, Jan. 84 8® 38” 9% 
The theorem which he gives for contirudling the ellipfe is fimple 
and ubvious, and at the jare time pofleiles a confiderable degree 
of accuracy. OF this no abridgment would be intelligible. 
The reiuit gives che following elements : 


Mean diftance, - - - 19.05247 
Excentricity, ° ~ : .g0c6 
Pe ‘riod, In years - - © 3.359 


Mean Anomaly, "1786, a S78" 38°96" - 4° 0° 32” 51” 

Longitude of the See elions t for the Epoch } 11 23, 9g 51 

———— oi the Noce, of Dec. 1783, 0 2 12 46 14 

Inclination of the Orbit, - oo O 0 46 25 
From thefe elements, the Profeflur calculated the place of the 
plinet for Sept. 25, 1756, which was 3° 52” to the weftward 
of Mayer’s ftar, N° 964, and 1” to the northward of it. So 
{mail a difference renders it almoft a certainty that this ftar, 964 
of Mayer's s catalogue, was the planet: on this fuppofition, the 
Profeilor correcis the elements before found, making 





Mean diftance, - - - 19.0858 
Excentricity, - - - ” 37 
Mean Longitude, Jan. 1, 1786, M. be Greenw. ; 23 41 12 
Longitude of Aphelioa, ~ - JI 133 10 33 

of N: ide, - - - 12 48 45 
Inclination of the Orbit, - - : © 46 26 
Period, - 30450° 1° 40’ 48” 


Thefe elements give places of the planet which agree with all 
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the obfervations made on it fince its difcovery; and it is from 
thefe that the Profeffor has calculated his tables for computing 
its motions. He concludes with faying, ‘I have publifbed 
them [the Tables] not in the perfuafion that they are perfect, 
but becaufe none have as yet been publifhed in Britain; and I 
have feen only thofe of De la Place and Oriani, both of which 
are lefs confiftent with obfervations than mine.’ 

To examine the truth of thefe tables would be a tafk of creat 
labour. We have, however, computed feveral places of the planet 
by them, and find that thefe places agree very nearly with thofe 
in the Ccnnerfance des Temps. Out of eleven, that for February 15, 
178g, is the moft incongruous ; we make the geocentric longi- 
tude on that day 4° 1° 50° 29” and G. latitude c? ’97° 29” N. 
In the Connoiffance des Temps they are 4° 1° 49° and 0? 37° N. 
The other ten are all within the minute, The tabies may without 
doubt be depended on for a few years at leaft, or until tarther 
obfervations on the planet, as it advances in its orbit, can be 
made, 

Abfirad of a Regifter of the Weather kept at Hawthill, By Mr. 
Macgowan. 

This abfra&t gives the mean heat for every fortnight, and 
the quantity of rain and evaporation for every month, from 1771 
to 1776 inclufive. pr 


The Papers in the Literary Clafs, in a future article, 





Art. VII. Difcours fur la Divifion des Terres, &c. A Diflertation 
on the Divifion of Land in Agriculture. By M. Herrenichwand. 
vo. 35. Robinfons. 1788. 

y i‘ YE have fo repeatedly mentioned the name of this 

writer, that few of our Readers, we prefume, require 
to be informed, that he has been engsged for fome time paft 
in publithing a feries of treatifes on different branches of the 
important {cience of political economy; ot which the work be- 
fore us is a continuation. We have likewife had occafion to 
beflow on him our juft tribute of applaufe for his ingenuity, 
and the beautiful order and perfpicuity of tis arrangement, 
of which the prefent performance exhibits « very agreeable fpe- 
cimen. Indeed, when the Author abftains from that figure of 

{peech commonly called ezotifm, and from perfonalities re{peét- 

ing thofe who have preceded him in the route be puriues, he 

writes tn a manner fufficiently engaging to intereft bis readers 
very ftrongly in favour of the fyftem which he developes: and 
we are happy in being able to fay that the prefent eflay is, in 
ee far lefs reprehenfible than thofe which have pre- 
Cece it, 
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The mind of man is fo formed as to be greatly delighted with 
order, and whatever tends to remove difficulties, and to explain, 
in an eafy and fatis/actory manner, without much trouble to 
him, the caufes of interefting phenomena, proves on all occa. 
fions highly grateful. Our ingenious Author poflcfles the talent 
of putting perplexing d.fficulties fo much out of fight, of 
writing on a knotty and intricate fubject in an eafy and familiar 
manner, and of making every thing appear to be clear and diftinét, 
that we could not help frequently regretting that this work does 
not prove altogether {fo fatisfactory to us on a near examination, 
as it did on a flight view. We are afraid that the degree of 
human knowlege is not yet fufficient to admit of a develope- 
ment of the principles of this fcience, witn all the perfpicuity at 
which the Author fo laudably aims; or, at leaft, our own 
knowlege on this branch of {cience is too limited to admit of 
our being able to do it, notwithftanding the labours of this in- 
genious writer to effeét it. 

The queftion that M. Herrenfchwand wifhes to decide, in the 
prefent eflay, is, whether large or {mal! divifions of land tend 
moft to augment the profperity cf a nation, under that fyftem 
of political economy which he calls @ /yfem of relative agriculture 
founded on a fyftem of manufactures, tor a definition of which 


‘fyftem, fee Review, vol. Ixxvi. p. 102. 


To prepare for an anfwer to this queftion, our Author, per- 
haps juftly enough, obierves, that the great point to be aimed 
at is fo to divide the land as to procure fuftenance for as great a 
number of manufacturers as poifible, who are not em, loyed in 
the cultivation of the foil; or, in cther words, that mode of di- 
viding the lands will be produtive of the greateft general pro- 
fperity, which leaves the ereareft furplus produce, after maintain- 
ing tholfe who cultivate the foil, 

This being granted, he proceeds to enquire whether lands 
cultivated by the plow, or by the fpade, generally leave the 
greatcft furplus produce, and on this head he decides at once, 
from what he takes to be experience, that lands cultivated by the 
plow leave a wuch greater turplus produce than thofe which are 
cultivated by the fpade. 

‘ There is not,’ fays he, * a nation in Europe which dees not con- 
tain within itfelf families reduced to the neceflity of cultivating the 
Jand by the fpade only, and every where we obferve this fpecies of 
culture attended with the fame circumitances ; that is to lay, we uni- 
verfally fee {mall portions of land well cultivated, and on their 
product a great number of men nourifhed and maintained ; but in 
the proportion only of what is neceffary. 

‘ Thefe facts, which experience generally preferts, feem to prove, 
that the culture of land without the ufe of machines [2 e. without the 
ufe of the plow, as he eltewhere explains himéelf] is only capable 
of producing /ubjifence for the cultivators, {ceing, according to this 
mode 
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ith labour ; 
Je of culture, all who are in acondition to labour, do ; 
ne ‘ciiele lives in idlenefs on the produce of the labour of 


hers.” 
” We have before remarked, that M. Herrenfchwand feems to 


take the above faét as the refult of experience, but if he really be- 
lieves this to be a fair ftate of what experience every day pre- 
fents to the obfervation of any attentive man, we conceive that he 
will find himfelf to be very much miftaken; and that he has 
thus aflumed as a fundamental fact, on which he grounds a great 
deal of reafoning, a circumftance that is far from being proved, 

Perhaps the fimpleft way of coming at the proportion of fur- 

lus produce of any land in a free country, is the rent that is 

aid for land; for where a free competition among tenants is 
allowed, the proprietor will get, under the name of rent, nearly 
as much as can be afforded by the tack{men, after fubfifting ail 
thofe-who are employed in cul:ivating the foil, and giving him- 
felf a reafonable return for the ftock employed on that culture, 
No rent, therefore, can be afforded for any land that yields no 
fpare produce, but which ferves merely ta fubfift thofe who are 
employed in cultivating it. But will M. Herrenfchwand, or any 
other man, prefume to fay, that in Great Britain, or any other 
country where fecurity to the cultivator is given, that none of 
the lands which are cultivated by the fpade pay any rent to the 
proprietor? Surely not. And if he admits that they pay arent, 
we fhould be at a lofs to know on what data he prefumes to 
aflert, that fuch lands produce nothing more than is neceflary 
for the fupport of the cultivators only ? It is with refpeét to this 
mode of affluming a fact as proved, and atterward reafoning upon 
it as an undoubted maxim, that we chiefly object to M. Her- 
renfchwand’s writings—as this mode of reafoning muft lead to 
error, while it /eems directly to point at truth. 

So far is it from being true, that /uch lands pay norent, that 
we believe it will not be dented that lands which are cultivated 
by the {pade pay in general a higher rent, and confequently 
afford more furplus produce, in proportion to the extent of ground, 
than land which 1s cultivated by tne plow. We fhould there- 
fore have expected, accoraing to M. Herrenfchwand’s mode of 
reafoning, tnat the conclufion ought to have been direétly the 
reve~e of what he has made ir, 

Though he does not abfolutely perfift in maintaining that fuch 
Jands afford no furplus produce, he concludes univerfally that 
the culture by the fpade affords /e/s fuperfluous produce at leaft, 
than that by the plow; and the only appearance of a reafon he 
gives for this, befide the fuppofed univerfal experience above 
alluded to, is another fat, founded on a fimilar univerfality of 
experience, viz. that, in all countries, men have chofen to culti-+ 
Vate the land in general by the plow in preference to the {pade, 
from 

















42 Herrenfchwand on the Divifion of Land in Agriculture. 


from which he concludes that they have found greater profit by 
the one mode of culture than by the other. A man who has 
taken a fufficiently exten nfive view of this fubjeét, would not find 
much difficulty in giving reafons that would appear to us fatif. 
factory, why this practice fhould have in general prevailed, 


efpecially in countries that can affard but little furpius produce. But 


to enter on this difcuffion would lead us too far; we muft con. 
tent ourlclves with barely obferving here, that if our Author’s 
reafoning had been juft, it said have happened that men, as they 
advanced in knowlege, end in perfecting their practice by expe- 
rience, fhould have invariably banifhed the fpade culture more 
and more, and. {ubftituted the plow. But inftead of this mode 
of procedure, the reverfe of this practice has univerfally pre- 
vailed, In countries jult coming into culture and civilization, 
where manufaciures do not prevail, the plow-culture is univerfal, 
As the country improves, as manctelinens increafe, aS rents 
augment, the plow gradually cives place to the {pade—and the 
whole country becomes nearly one sence garden. ‘The plow 
alone cultivates the foil in Puland, where no manufactures ever 
were eftablifhed. In the Netherlands, where manufactures have 
flourifhed for many ages, the fpade has in a great meafure ba- 
nifhed the plow. 

By the above mode of reafoning, M. Herrenfchwand con- 
cludes, that divitions of land too {mall for admitting the plow, 
are incompatible with the manufaCuring fyftem of economy. He 
then proce ds to. enquire into the moft proper kind of divifions 
of land, fuppofing the whole to be cultivated by the plow; and 
though we are not difpofed, on this head, to dilpute the juttnefs 
of the conciution he draws, in certain circumflances, at \eaft, yet 
we think that it is drawn from premifcs as fallacious as the 
former. 

He fuppofes a country divided into a number of equal parts, 
according to fix different claffes refpecting the fize of thefe divi- 
fions, which he diftinguifhes by the letters A, B, C, D, E, and 
F. Inthe clafs A, the divifions are the fmalleft; B, larger; 
and fo C, D, E, larger and Jarger ftill, till they arrive at F, 
which is the largeft divifion of the whole. He then endeavours 
to compute in which of the clafles the culture can be carried on 
with the Jeaft wafte of labour; and for that purpofe he adapts a 
made of reafoning the moft convenient that could be, as it will 
infallibly, in all cafes, with a little attention in the calculator, 
give precifely the refule he would previoufly wifh it fhould do. 
With this view, he fuppofes that the lands, according to the di- 
vitions in the clafs F, could be properly cultivated by a given 
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number of plows, without any fraction. Suppofe fix plows | 


could cultivate all the lands, according to that proportion, 


the divifions of the clafs E, he finds on calculation, would 
require 
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require 431 plows ; D 3313 C 2°73 Bazi; and A 3; parts ofa 
plow. But as tn every one of thefe cafes, excepting that of the clafs 
F, there are fractions of plows, it follows, he contends, that there 
mutt either be fome part of the ground not completely laboured, 
according to thefe clafl:s of divilions, or a greater waite of labour 
mutt be incurred in cultivating them than if they had been di- 
yided. He then, as io clafs F, proceeds downward to the clafs 
E, fuppofing it to be cultivated with five plows, and tries what 
would be the proportions required in the clafies D, C, B, and 
A; all of which he again finds produce fractions as before, 
Then he tries D, as cultivated by four plows; and fo on down- 
ward to B; and, in like manner, he ftill finds fractions of 

lows inevitable. Hence he concludes, that it is more economt- 
cal to have the lands divided as in the clafs F, than E; that it is 
more econ: mical to have them divided as in the cla‘s E, than D; 
and fo on downward ; fo that invariably the clafs A is the leaft 
economical of any, and F the moft fo: of courfe, he concludes, 
large divifions of farms are invariably more profitable for the 
community than fmaller ones. 

The inference is here, feemingly, very clear and natural; but 
if, initead of beginning with F, he had cholen to begin with A, 
and fuppofed one plow exaétly fufficient for that clafs of divifions ; 
he would then have as neceflarily found that the higher divifions 
B, C, D, E, and F, would ali Save been {plit into fractions, while 
the clafs A alone remained an entire undivided whale ; of courfe, 
in that cale, the divifions according to the clafs A would have 
been the beft of any ; and by proceeding upward to B, and taking 
it as divided without a fraction, and comparing it with thofe above 
it, he would have found that thefe alio would have been reduced 
to fractions, while it remained entire; {9 that, by following this 
mode of reafonina, the concluiion would have been diredtly re- 
veriz<d——the clais A, in this cafe, would have been the moft eco- 
nomical of all, and F the leaft fo. The ingenious Author {cems 
to have been fully aware of this inference, and therefore care- 
fully guards againft bringing it under view, by avoiding to com- 
pare KE, when he confiders it as laboured by an exa& number of 
whole plows, with Fy which would have produced a fraction 
elo; and fo with refpect to D, C, and B; none of which he 
ever Compares, when he contiders them as a unit, with thofe 
above them, but mercly with thofe below them. 

Weare forry that our cuty cbliges us to take notice of this 
mode of reafoniog, which we cannot help confidering as fome- 
what difingenuous, however ingenious it may be, and as tending 
to miflead, inftead of to inform, the well-intentioned reader, We 
{hall only repeat, that a man of ingenuity, by an artful choice 
of the abfolute numbers he has admitted into the elements of this 
Calculation, might cafily, at pleafure, make the refult, by pur- 

fuing 
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fuing the fame mode of reafoning, infinitely diverfified, fo as to 
draw whatever conclufton he pleafed. Truth, hoe wever, is but 
one, and will, in all cafes when fully inveftigated, appear to be 
the fame. 

M. Herrenfchwand will perceive, that we are fo far from ad- 

mitting that he has ‘ demon/trated the advantage of large divifions 
of land,’ as he aflerts, p. 113, that we do not confider him, in this 
fuppofed demouftration, to have faid a fingle word that can affe@ 
the queftion ; and though he afterward feems to point at fome 
circumftances of real im portance, yet it 1s done in (uch an in- 
dire& and indecifive manner, that tc deferves no farther notice 
here. In fhort, we regret that he fhould have undertaken to 
write on a branch of the fubjeét, which it is evident he fo little 
underftands, as that of agricul:ue, and the circumftances that 
ought-to influence the extent cf the divifions of |and fo as moft 
to benefit the manufacturing fyfiem : for thus we would, for bre- 
vity, denote that fyitem of political economy of which he here 
treats, 
His own native good fenfe, however, on many occafions, in- 
duces him to mzke juft conclufions even from fallacious pre- 
mifes. In this clafs, we include his obfervations on the import- 
ance of manufaétures for the encouragement of agriculture, and 
the neceflity of tncir advancing part paffu together; as alfo of 
the eflential utility of promoting the general ‘well- being of the 
people, if the minifler hopes to augment the revenue of the ftate ; 
both which pofitions he has iNluftrared by fome ftrong and jutt 
remarks, But he is much miltaken, if he fuppofes, as he fre- 
quently effects, that be himfelf bas fi: (t ditcovered thefe moment- 
ous truths, We fcarcely know a perfon who has treated that 
fubje, who has not, more or lefs, admitted them; and we could 
eafily produce many pafluges from modern authors which would 
fhew that they had admitted them, as of equal importance with 
what he himfelf afcribes to them. 

It would be eafy to fhew that his reafoning on the confe- 
quences of men ufing animal food, when compared with that of 
vegetables, is alfo carried much farther than reafon or experi- 
ence will allow; but it 1s time to clofe our remarks on this per- 
formance, 

On the whole, though we admire the talents of this Author, 
and are aflonifhed at his facility of moulding every fa& fo as to 
fuit his fyffem, yet we have too long accuftomed ourfelves to a 
mathematical mode of reafoning to be able to admit his plan of 
demonttration as conclufive itis poffible, however, that we have 
2s yet too little knowlege of his fyftem to be able to judge of 
it with abfolute precifion. He fays himfelf, that hitherto he has 
rather endeavoured to point out the errors of others, than to ex- 
plain his own principles, Perhaps the time may come when he 

will 
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will be able to do this laff more to our fat:isfaction than he has 
We are glad, however, to find, that he has at length 
refolved to abandon the plan he has hitherto purfuec, of publifh- 
ing detached eflays on this fubject, and that he has now deter- 
mined to apply himf{elf to the great work of developing the prin- 
ciples of his fyftem, which he means to offer to the wor'd as foon 


yet done, 


as it fhall be completed. We heartily applaud this refolution, 
and fincerely with him all the fuccefs he can defire. The man 
who appropriates his time and labour to bring to perfection the 
knowlege of others, deferves every degree of encouragement 
that is confiftent with the interefts of iociety. Our ftrictures 
have been intended to improve, and not to difcourage, the Au- 
thor. When the time arrives, in which we fhall be enabled to 
judge of the whole, it will afford us a very fenfidle pleafure if 
we can atone for our prefent feeming afperity, by being con- 
vinced that he has hitherto been obfcure only by reafon of 
his feeing farther than others, and by alluding to particulars 
we were not able to underftand, becaufe they had not been 
fully explained. It is our duty to guard as much as poflible 
againft error. Ie is our higheft pleafure to be enabled, by the 
labours of thofe whofe works come before us, to correct the pre- 


judices of our compatriots, by unveiling truth, and exhibiting 


her to mankind in her native purity. 
Our beft bow is due to the Author for the refpectful man- 


ner in which he has mentioned our former remaiks, And it will 
add much to our fatisfaction if, on a future occafion, he fhall 
put it in our power to pay him the tribute of applaufe without 


any degree of abatement. A , 
Tr — 





Art. IX. Original Letters, written during the Reigus of Henry VI. 
Edward IV. and Richard III. by various Perfons of Rank or Con- 
fequence, &c. &c. Digetted in a chronological Order. With 
Notes, hiitorical and explanatory. By John Fenn, Efq. M. A. 
andF.A.S. 2 Vols. 4to. zi. 2s. Boards. Robinfons. 1787. 


HE correfpondence of private individuals affords, in gene- 

ral, little that can intereft or entertain the public; but if 

the writers have been famous for beauty of ftyle or brilliancy 
of fentiment, their letters will doubtlefs attract curiofity. In 
like manner, the epiftolary correfpondence of men who have 
filled any important office of the ftate, or have been engaged in 
public affairs, will be eagerly attended to: and fuch communica- 
tions may likewife furnifh materials for the hiftorian, or be the 
means of elucidating obfcure or ill-authenticated records. The 
collection before us is of this kind. The letters were written 
by men of confiderable confequence, who lived during that pe- 


riod of time which was remarkabie for the quarrels between the 
houfes 
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houfes of York and Lancafter. Almoft the only regifters which 
we have of thefe diftracted and turbulent yeais are written in 
characters of blood. Bat'les and executions were the land- 
marks of the hiftorian, and the epochs of the chronologer, 
One confufion fucceeding another, the animofity of party zeal, 
and the general ignoran: e of the age, al) contmbuted too (cure 
the hiftory of thefe difattrous times. ‘ W natever, regiiyht ay 
fays Sir Jobn Fenn *, in his preface, © tends to throw a gieam 
of light on fo clouded an horizon, muft be a grateful prefent ta 
thofe woo would inveltigate their country’s ftory ; and when we 
have defpaired of recovering any important documents o! thole 
difaftrous times, the fl ghtett relics of fo obfeure a feafon may 
fee almoft as precious as the better preferved remains of periods 
fully illuftrated. 

As to the authenticity of the letters, it is fo well eftadlifhed, 
that there is not the leat hasow of 4 doubt concerning them ; 
for befide the account which the editor gives of his m terials ts 
they have every internal mark of or iginality. They relate the 
‘ tydyngs’ of the day, or the family affatrs of the writers, ina 
plain but [to us] uncouth phrafeology ; they befpeak credit by 
their total want of ornament. By the artle’s manner in which 
they are written, the reader is convinced that they were never 
meant to ferve as secords of the times; the events of the moe 
ment are told by perfons thea living; and the manners and 
ufages of the age are painted in the mof familiar la inguage, un- 
difguifed and unadorned. The chara@ters in Shakefpeare’s 
drama are here re res free from poetical fétion and in their 
own dréfs\. The Lords of York and Canterbury, Salifbury and 
Warwick, Buckingham, Nortolk, Suffolk, and Haftings, fpeak 
for themfel lve 

The wettio’ which Sir J. Fern has ebferved in publifhing 
thefe letters, we fhail abridge, from his preface, firft obferving, 
that the originais are printed on one fide of the leaf, and-the 
tranfcript, accordin; , to the rules of modern orthography, &c. 
on the oppolite page. 





° His 1 Majeity was fo pleafed with this publication, that its Au- 
thor has fince received the honour of Knighthood. 

t ‘ Thefe letters were, mncit of them, written by, or to, particular 
perfons of the family of Patton in Norfolk (who lived in the reigns 
of Henry VI. Edw wd TV. and Richard IL -), were carefully pres 
ferved in that ami iy for feveral cefcents, and were finally in the 
poffeflion of the varl of Y armouth ; they then became the property 
of that great collector and an tiguary Peter le Neve kfquire, Norroy 
King at ede from nig they devolved to Mr. Martin [of Palgrave 
in Suffolk], by his marriage with Mrs. Le Neve, and were a part of 
his collections purchafed by Mr. Worth [of Difs in Norfolk], from 
whom, in 17-4, they came to the editor.’ 

The 
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The contractions, diale€ts, and modes of fpelling and point-~ 
ing ufed in the original letters, are exactly followed in the copy 5 
and wherever capitals appear in the one, they are continued ia 
the other. ‘The thought of tranfcribing each letter, and put~ 
ting it into a modern drefs, arofe from a hint which the editor 
received from a refpeétable friend and antiquary, who was of 
opinion, that many perfons would be induced to read thefe let- 
ters for the fake of the matter which they contain, but who, not 
having paid attention to ancient modes of writing and abbrevia- 
tions, would be deterred from attempting fuch a tafk, by the 
uncouth appearance of the original. ‘The obfolete words are 
continued, but the fenfe is exprefled by modern words or phrafes, 
in Italics, between crotchets. The original letters are free 
quently without either breaks or ftops; this confufes the fenfe, 
and renders it obfcure to perfons unaccuftomed to read ancient 
writings: in the tranfcribed letters, the editor has endeavoured 
to amend thefe defed&ts, He hath alfo, with great indultry, fup- 
plied the dates of the years when the letters were written, wnich 
feldom occur in the originals; the day of the month, or the 
faint’s name to whom the day is dedicated, being generally all 
the date they have. 

With refpect to the externals of the MSS. the editor gives a 
full defcription; and hath always, where it could be afcertained, 
given the wateremark of the paper on which each letter was 
written, the fize of the fheet, the feal, and fometimes the man- 
ner in which it was folded. Specimens of thefe, of the hand- 
writing and of the autographs, are given in fixteen copper- 
plates, 

The family in whofe pofleffion the letters were preferved, 
Jrom and to different branches of which they were chiefly writ- 
ten, was that of Patton of Cailter, in Norfolk; they feem to have 
been wealthy, powerful in the county, and many of them well ac- 
quainted with ttate affairs : Sir John gives a pedigree of the family 
down to the death of the laft Earl of Yarmouth. As an account of 
the contents of all the letters in this colle€tion would be tedious, 
we fhall only offer a few general remarks on their utility, &e. 
That they will prove very ufeful to the hiftorian is obvious, 
as in defcribing the manners of the times, they bring us ac- 
quainted with the languaze of the day, and confequently aflit 
us In judging of the authenticity of contemporary writings, But 
as fome readers may with for a fpecimen of thefe curious origi- 
nals, we fhall! give them the following letter of John de Vere, 
Earl of Oxford, to his lady, after the unfuccelsful battle of 
Barnet, April 14, 1471, when he retreated with fome of his 
men toward Scotland ; but, difcovering a defign to betray him, 
he privately withdrew into Wales, to join tne Earl of Peme 
bicke, with the intention of {irengthening the Queen’s army, 

which 
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which was, however, completely routed at Tewkefbury, on 
May 4, before thefe noblemen could join it. 
‘ To the ryght rev’ent and wyrchypfull Lady *. 

« Ryghe rev’ent and wyrchypfull Lady I recomande me to yow 
lettyng yow wete that I am in gret hevynes at the makyng of this 
lett? bur chankyd be God I am efchapyd myfelfe and fodenly dep’tyd 
fro my men for | undyrftand my Chapleyn wold have detrayed me 
and if he com into the Contre let hym be mad feu’ &c. Alfo ye fhall 
gy ff credence to the bryng’ of thys Lett’ and I befeke yow to reward 
hym to hys cofts for | was not in power at the makyng of this Let?’ 
to gyff hym but as | wafs putin treft by favar of ftrange pepyll, &c. 

* Alfo ye thall fend me in all haft all the redi money that ye make 
and affe mone of my mé afle can com well horfyd and that they ca 
in dyu’fe p’cellys, Alfo that my horfle be fent wt my ftele Sadelles | 
and byd the yoman of the horfe cow’ theym wt ledct. Alfo ye thall 
fend to my mod! and Jet hyr wete of thys lett? and pray hyr of hyr 
bleffyng and byd hyr fend me my Kafket by thys tokyn that fhe hath 
the key theroff but it is brokyn. 

* Alfo ye fhall fend tothe Pryor of Thetford and byd hym fend me | 
the S’m of gold that he feyd that I fchald have. Alfo fey to hym by 
thys tokyn that I fchewyd hym the fyrft p’ve Seale, &c. Alfo lete 
Paitun, Fylbryg Brews com’ to me. Alfo ye thal) delyu’ the bryng’ 
of thys Let’ an horffe fadell and brydell Alfo ye fchallbe of gud 
cher and take no thowghtr for I fchali bryng my purpofe abowte now 
by the g’ce of God qwhome have yow in kepyng. 

ee 2... 


Of the turbulence of the times, the above extract gives us a | 
true picture. An Earl was betrayed by his own chaplain; he 
was in the greatest want of money, fo as not to be able to pay | 
the meflenger without borrowing of ftrangers ; for fear of creat- | 
ing {ufpicions, he orders bis horfemen to be fent in. different | 
parcells ;’ and the precifion of the tokens fhews the cautions | 
which were neceflary to be obferved, left any fraud fhould be | 
impofed on the perfons to whole care his valuables were come | 
mitced. 

Ia the fecond letter of this collection, we have an account of 
the releafe of the Duke of Orleans, who had continued a pri- 
foner 25 years (by the Cardinal Bifhop of Winchefter, Beau- 
fort, and his party), in oppofition to the Duke of Gloucefter, 
who, in confequence of the requeft of Henry the Fifth on his | 
death-bed, prorefted againft the meafure. | 

In another Jett«r, the particulars of the murder of William de | 
Ja Pole, Duke of Suffolk, are fully related. Being prime mini- | 
fter, and a favourite with che king and queen (Henry VI. and f 
Margaret), he was banifhed for fear of the Commons. It ap- 
pears, however, that the fhips which met him in the channel 
were fent out by the Commons, and the York party, on purpofe 
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* She was daughter to the Earl of Salifbury. 
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to intercept and kill him. Sir J. Fenn’s notes on this letter are 
valuable and inftruétive. His death was a cruel one, according 
to this account, which fays, ‘ oon of the lewdefte * of the fhippe 
badde hym ley down hys hedde and he fhuld be fair ferd wyth 
and dye on a fwerd and toke a rufty fwerd and fmotte of his 
hedde withyn halfe a dofeyn ftrokes.’ 

A letter from J. Payne, a trufty fervant of Sir John Faftolf, 
gives many particulars of Jack Cade’s rebellion, which fhew 
the violence and barbarity of a body of men collected together 
from the loweft and meanett of the people, and acting without 
controul, 

Margaret, queen of Henry VI. alarmed at the report of the ap- 
proach of the Ear] of March (the Duke of York’s fon) toward 
London with a great power, endeavoured to make what friends fhe 
could ; and among other places, on her journey for that purpofe, 
fhe vifited Norwich. Mrs. Pafton, ina letter to her hufband, de- 
feribes the queen’s vific; and from the fhort fketch which fhe 
has given of her charaéter, it appears that the Queen’s fami- 
liarity and addrefs were highly agreeable to the gentry, and that 
fhe underftood the right method of conciliating the affeCtion of 
the ladies with whom fhe converfed. 

Two letters, one from the Duchefs of Norfolk, and another 
from the Earl of Oxford, plainly fhew that the election of 
members of parliament, even for counties, was under the in« 
fluence of the great men of the time. Richard Plantagenet, 
Duke of York, and John Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, nomi- 
nate the members ; and, in exprefs terms, the Ear] of Oxford 
fends inftru@tions to John Pafton Efquire (perhaps then theriff 
for the county), for their eleé&tion. ‘The letter from the Duchefs 
is a requeft ; but it is made in a manner fo exquifitely preffing, 
and with fuch hearty promifes of thanks, that "Squire Pafton 
could not help complying with her Grace’s wifhes. 

A long letter from Mrs. Pafton, dated £ the xxviij day of Je- 
nur’ the yer of Kyng Henry the Sext xxxvj’ contains many 
particulars of private life. She feems efpecially anxious about 
Clement Pafton (her fon) and his ‘ lernyng.’ Giving direc- 
tions for enquiring of Grenefeld, Ciement’s fchoo!matter, fhe 
fays, *And if he [Clement] hathe nought do well nor wyll 
nought amend prey hym [Grenefeld] that he will trewly be- 
lafich + hym tyll he wyll amend and fo ded the laft mayftr and 
y* beft that eu’ be had att Caumbrege, And fey Grenefeld that 
if he wyll take up on hym to bryng hym in to good Rewylil 





2% What is the true meaning of this word? a different one to that 
which we now give it. The Editor fays * meane/.’ 

t+ Whip. 
Rey, July, 1788, E and 
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and Lernyng that I may verily know he dothe his dever * I wylf 
geve hym x m’rs for hys labor.’ A catalogue of Clement’s 
wardrobe occurs in this letter, one item of which is © afyde 
Ruflet Gowne furryd w' bevyr was mad this tyme ij yer.” On 
the word afyde we have the following note: * A fide gown may 
mean along one; for in Laneham’s account of Queen Eliza. 
beth’s entertainment at Kennelworth Caftle, 1575, the min- 
ftrel’s “© gown had fide [i. e. long] fleeves down to the mid leg.” 
The gown, however, defcribed by Mrs. Pafton, appears rather 


to have been the Sid-pezp. Lateralis veftis, fe. ad latera tegen- 


da. Lumbaris toga, See Reubenii Gloflarium 65, and AZ}fr. 
Gloff. p. 68, 69. A gown to cover the fides or loins.” With 
deference to fuch learned authority, we think /yde fignifies long, 
aft, becaufe it is now a provincial word in the northern coun- 
ties, fignifying long and wide; 24, becaufe Mrs. Pafton firft 
enumerates all the fhort gowns, and after them all the /de 
gowns ; and 3d, becaufe one of the fhort gowns is faid to have 
been made of a /yde gown. | 

A very curious letter from Sir John Pafton defcribes the battle 
of Barnet, and relates many circumftances on which our general 
hiftories are filent. 

To mention al] the curiofities in this colle€tion would require 
more room than we can well fpare: we fhall, however, infert 
ore more letter entire, as we think it remarkable. 


‘ On to Jon Pafton in haf’. 

‘ Maftyr Pafton I pray yow y' it may plefe yow to leue + yowr 
logeyng for iij or for days tyll I may be porved f{ of anodyr and I 
{chal do as mufche to yowr plefyr, for Godys fake fay me not nay 
and I pray yow rekomaund me to my lord Chambyrleyn. 

Potor frend Elizabeth.’ 


This Elizabeth was third daughter of Richard Plantagenets 
and Cecily, daughter of Ralph Neville, Earl of Weftmoreland. 
She was fifterto Edward IV. and Richard III. By the latter, 


her fon, John Earl of Lincoln, was (after the death of his own | | 


fon) declared heir to the crown. She married John Duke of 
Suffolk. Sir John Fein is furely right in thinking this letter 
curious. It fhews, he fays, the fimplicity of the times, when a 
princefs of the blood royal, coming to London, unprovided 
with a lodging, petitions for the ufe of that of a friend for three 





* The Editor interprets this word by exdeavour. We think it 
more probable to fuppofe it means in this place duty, being a cor- 
ruption of the French devoir: and thus he hath interpreted it in 2 
{ubfequent paflage of this fame letter. 

t ‘ Leue, or lend ;—I believe (fays the Editor) it is leve; but it is 
fo written, that it is very difficult to determine.? 

¢ Purveyed, provided with. 

or 
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or four days in the moft humble terms, ‘* for Godys fake fay 
me not nay.” We think it is rather the mark of fome great 
diftrefs in which fhe might be involved; or it might be that the 
wifhed to be in London on fome private affairs, and have her 
journey concealed. . . . 

Let it not be imagined that we have in this fhort article 
mentioned every circumftance that may be deemed -inftructive, 
entertaining, or Curious, in this valuable collection, Readers of 
different denominations will be inftructed and entertained by it, 
according to their different taftes for hiftory, antiquities, lane 
guage, &c. And we doubt not that moft of them will thank 
the laborious and learned editor for preferving thefe remains 
from the wide- wafting hand of Time. 

*,* For the information of our Readers, we tranfcribe the 
following paragraph from the preface to the fecond edition of 
this work; 

‘ As this work has been fo very favourably received, the Editor is 
preparing for the prefs a further felection of letters and papers, writ- 
ten during the reigns of Henry VI. Edward 1V. and Richard III. to 
which he intends adding fuch as are in his poffeflion, which were 
written in the reign of Henry Vil. And as the fame care and atten- 
tion will be empioyed in the continuation as have been already ex- 
erted in the prefent volume,’ he flatters himfelf that the expeétations 
of the inquifitive fearcher into the ufages of former ages, will not 


be difappointed.’ R ae 


Art. X. Poems and Tranflations, By the Rev. William Beloe. 8vo. 
5s- Boards. Johnfon. 1788, 





HE principal poem in this colle€tion is the * Rape of Helen, 
from the Greek of Coluthus ;’ of which an account was 

given in our Review for May 1787, page 423. 

The opening of this performance was originally thus: 
‘ Ye Trojan nymphs! the filver Xanthus’ pride.’ 

We then objeéted to the epithet /i/ver, as no way charadteriftic 
of the river in queftion,—-the famed Scamander, or Xanthus ;— 
and we now find it altered to beautcous: this is equally faulty, 
and wholly inexpreffive of its fabled colour, which was faid to be 
yellow, and which, no doubt, gave rife to the aflertion of both 
Ariftotle and AZlian, who obferve, that the fleeces of the fheep 
which drank of this water became tinged with that hue. This 
particular circumftance may be thus explained: In the moun- 
tains of the kingdom of Phrygia, and near to the {pot where the 
Xanthus took its rife, were many confiderable mines of gold. 
This gold, or gold-daft, wafhed by the torrents from thofe 
mountains, fettled in the beds of the adjacent rivers. It was 
the practice of the earlier ages to fink in fuch rivers a certain 
number of flceces, by which means they collected this precious 
E 2 metal 
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metal in confiderable quantities ;—-and hence, according to Stra- 
bo, the fable of the Golden Fleece. Now the river, which had 
at firft the name of Scamander, but which was afterward changed 
to that of Xanthus (i. e. the yellow river), received this latter 
appellation, as there is every reafon to fuppofe, from the abun- 
dance of gold it had been found to afford, and by way of diftin 
guifhing it from the lefs valuable ftreams. In like manner, it 
may be obferved, that the Pactolus, which is a little to the fouth 
of the Scamander, wes termed Chryforrhoas (i. e. the golden 
river), and evidently on account of its riches *. | 

But to return to the poem. Though we are diffatisfied with 
the epithet beauteous, we have fcarcely any one to propofe in its 
place. Golden or yellow, indeed, might be adopted, were it not 
that the colour of the river is exprefled in the very name of the 
river itfelf. We may, perhaps, be allowed to read the § glitter- 
ing Xanthus’ pride’—or the * rich Scamander’s pride.’ The 
latter reading appears to be the beft. 

But as an account of this tranflation is to be found in a for- 
mer Review, we muft defift from any farther examination of it. 
With refpeét to the other pieces, we have only to obferve, that 
though the writer does not foar on {trong and powerful pinions ; 
though he has not the bold and daring flight of the eagle; he is 
feldom content to fweep the ground with the fwallow, but gene- 
rally tifes to a pitch which keeps him above the range of the cri- 
tig’s-aurowfand which exhibits him to confiderable advantage, 

To fpeak without a figure, thefe poems are for the moft part 
above mediocrity. Some particularly faulty and inelegant lines 
are, however, to be found in them. We will point out a few of 
the exceptionable paflages,—which appear to have arifen more 
from inattention than want of judgment,—that the Author, in 
any future publication, may be induced to revife his perform- 
ances with a fuitable regard and care, 





* As this is the river in*which, according to the fable, Midas, 
King of Phrygia, is faid to have bathed, in order to wafh away 
the power which had been granted him of turning to gold every 
thing he touched,—we muft beg leave, in this place, as it itrength- 
ens our opinion with refpect to the reafon for changieg the name of 
the Scamander, to interpret that fable in a manner fomewhat dif- 
ferent from that in which it has been explained by Maximus Tyrius, 
and others, who underftood it as alluding to the covetoufnefs of the 
King, whereas it is much more probable that it was intended to be 
expreflive of his country’s wealth. Cicero and Valerius Maximus, 
it may be remembered, have reprefented Midas as one of the richett 
princes that had ever filled a throne. The mines of which we have 
already {poken were difcovered in his reign. It was therefore afferted, 
in the figurative expreffion of the ancients—of which mode of fpeak- 


ing, by the way, they were particularly fond~that whatever he 
bouched he changed to gold, 
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‘ They fay, but oh! how falfe the tale fhall prove, 

That Hymen blights the faireft flowers of love; 

That oft has his ftern influence deform’d, 

What truth has nourifh’d, and what friendfhip form’d.’ 
The conftruction is: —He (Hymen) has often by his ftern influence 
deformed what truth had nourt/bed. The expreffion is not very 
happy. The third line is particularly reprehenfible, the words 
‘ has his’ making an ugly kind of cacophony : this might ealily 
have been avoided. 

‘ Sweet comfort to my foul fhe brings, 

And promiles the kindeft things.’ 
The inanity or no-thingnefs of the fecond line might ferve as an 
example for Scriblerus himfelf. ‘The appearance of an anti- 
climax fhould be carefully guarded againft by the poet who is 


ambitious of praife. 
‘ Yes, Delia, long as beats this trembling heart, 
Thofe fcenes, thofe hours, fhall {weet remembrance bring, 
In which as yet had cold regret no part, 
But we were gay and cheerful as the fpring.’ 
But, as a disjunctive, is in this place improper: for had been 
better, becaufe it brings with it the neceflary confequence. The 
lines are feeble and profaic. 

We have felected thefe few inftances from among fome others 
of a fimilar kind, not with any view of injuring Mr. Beloe as a 
writer, but entirely from the regard due to his general merit ; 
and that cultivation to which his genius has an unqueftionable 


claim. AB 


Art. XI]. Letters ewritten in Holland, in the Months of September 
and October 1787. By Thomas Bowdler, Efg. 8vo. 5s. Boards. 
Robfon. 1788. 


HESE Letters appear to have been haftily written, and 

without any great profpect of awakening attention. * What 
(fays the Author) can you expect from me? A perfon unac- 
quainted with tactics is to give an account of military opera- 
tions ; and one unconne@ed with ftatefmen is to write of political 
events. ‘Trhis being the cafe, I need not claim your indulgence 
_ regardeto Ahesimperfections that you will find in my let- 
ers,’ 

The fa&t is, they contain little more than a recapitulation of 
what the foreign gazettes have brouyht us acquainted with ; 
namely, the operations (if operations they muft be called) of the 
Pruffian army againft the States of Holland, in confequence of 
their refufal to give the fatisfation demanded by Frederic Wi)}iam 
for the infult offered to his fifter by arrefting her on the road to 
the Hague. The Author’s defcription of the conduct of the 
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oppofing Hollander on the arrival of the Pruffian troops, will 
ferve as a fpecimen of his work : 

¢ IT do not recolleét to have ever heard a more remarkable inftance 
of general panic having feized a nation than that which now takes 
place in Holland. Niewport and Schonhoven, which from their 
fituation were capable of a long defence, were abandoned without 
firing a fhot; and the fame has been the cafe with other ftrong for- 
trefles. ‘The rapid progrefs of the Duke’s army has been well cal. 
culated to increafe the terror of the patriots. You will readily con- 
ceive that the panic which has feized the patriots muft have been 
very great, when I tell you, that although the Pruflians have taken 
near 400 pieces of cannon, and about 600 prifoners, they do not 
know of more than eight Dutchmen who have been killed. The 
iruth is, they have every where fied or furrendered. I mutt however 
take notice of one circumftance, which has contributed in a great de- 
gree to the facility with which the Praflian troops have advanced. [ 
am told, that the friends of the Stadtholder are much more numerous 
than Limagined ; and now, that they find they can be fupported, 


they have exerted themfelves in many places, and fhewn very plainly’ 


that nothing but fear had made them fubmit to their late govern. 


ors.* 


The Reader of the foregoing extra& will affuredly {mile when 
he is told, that the writer, in ipeaking, in another place, of the 
Duke of Brunfwic, talks of the § glory he has acquired by the 
campaign,’ of the * conqueft of Holland,’ &c. &c. A glory and 
a conqueft which we will venture to fay his Highnefs would never 
think of arrogating to himfelf, when oppoied to fuch hol: day 
foldiers as thofe be met with among the patriots, and of which, 
nk eir armies were entirely compofed *. 

h Mr, Bowdler remarks with too much gravity on 
the movements of the Duke of Brun{wic in the little time that he 
was at the head of his army, and which Major Sturgeon, per- 
haps, would likewife have called @ campaign: he is neverthelefs 
a fenfible and intelligent man, as may be gathered from feveral 
obfervations in his book; and has, undoubtedly, the merit of 
having given us an authentic detail of facts, which may prove 
highly ufeful to the hiftorian who fhall hereafter chufe for his 
fubject, Te Troubles in Halland, A. D. 1788. 


* Tt muft be remembered, however, that a Dutchman will be vae 


Jiant in an honeft caufe. 
, wh, ¢ 





Arr. XU. A. Jos. Testa, Phil. & M.D. &c. De Vitalibus Pe- 


riodis 4: grogantium et Sanorum: Seu Elementa dynamice Animalis, 
Svo. 2 Vols. 10s. 6d. Boards, Johnfon. 1787. 


LTHOUGH the animal economy has ingrofled the atten- 

~ 4 tion of feveral able phyficians, few autnors have treated 
the fubjeQ in its utmoft extent. Since the time of Dr. Ruflel, 
Who chiefly confined his thoughts to glandular difeafes, we do 


not 
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not recollect to have feen a more comprehenfive work than the 
prefent. . . 

M. Tefta confiders life as compounded of certain feries of mo-= 
tions. In ahealthy ftate, thefe motions are imperceptible, be- 
caufe all the actions are temperated and counteracted by proper 
re-action; but in a difeafed ftate they are more obfervable, being 
fometimes decelerated and fometimes retarded. The firft part of 
this work treats of the regularities, periods, &c. of the motions in 
difeafes; the Author enters particularly into an examination of 
the writings of Hippocrates on this fubje, and ftrenuoufly de- 
fends thofe opinions which, through a period of about 2000 
years, have never been rationally refuted. 

After largely explaining the critical days and the feveral fymp- 
toms by which a perfe&t crifis may be pronounced, M. Tefta 
treats of the different ftates er periods of peculiar difeafes, con- 
fining himfelf chicAy to fevers. His remarks on this fubject 
appear to be juft, perfectly confonant to theory, and confirmed 
by experience. 

He abfolutely denies the exiftence of a material morbific 
principle, excepting in certain difeafes, efpecially thofe which 
are communicated by infection or contagion. What he ad- 
vances on this fubject is curious, and well fupported, both by 
argument and cbfervation. He confiders, feparately, the ftate of 
fuch difeafes as depend on, or are caufed by, what is ufually 
called the morbific principle, and fuch as are occafioned by fome 
immediate violence or hurt done to the folids; and points put the 
caufes why, in feveral difeafes, no perfect crifis can be formed. 

M. Tefta concludes his firft volume with fhewing the fimi- 
larity of the fymptoms in the fame difeafe obfervable in different 
parts of the world; and that the periods of fevers and other acute 
difeafes, contrary to the opinion of many modern writers, are the 
fame now, in ai] countries, that they were in the time of Hippo- 
crates, 

The fecond volume treats of the changes which the Healthy 
body undergoes, in various ftages of life, by diffcrent modes of 
living,—by the viciffitudes of feafons and climates, by the in- 
fluence of the fun and the moon, by the force of the paffions, 
and whatever elfe can affect the human.body. 

We doubt whether the performance before us will be univer- 
fally well received. The learned phyfician, however, who has 
mace the ancients his ftudy, and who knows the value of their 
writings, and the jufine(fs of their remarks, will perufe the work 
with plea(ure ; and though he may not receive much informa- 
tion from it, he will, neverthelefs, be convinced, that a proper 
bafis for a rational fyftem of phyfic can only be laid by means of 
a thorough acquaintance with the natural phenomena occurring 
in the animal economy, and that thefe phenomena have never 
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been more attentively obferved, or more faithfully recorded, 
than by the Greek phyficians, who generally rejected all hypo- 
thefis, and who, contenting themfelves with a careful examina- 
tion of thofe faéts which were prefented to them, purfued the 


propereft methods 
> B ) 
———** rerum cognofcere caufas. Lb Ary 





Arr. XII]. Two Sermons: I. An Enquiry, how far the Knowlege 
and Manners of the World can with Safety and Propriety be 
adopted in the Clerical Charaéter. Preached at the Vilitation of 
the Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of Chicheiter, at Hatftings, 
June 19, 1787. JI. The prefent State of Difcipline, Manners, 
and Learning in our Univerfities: in which are noticed fome Mif- 
reprefentations on this Subject in a Work entitled, ‘« ‘The Tafk,” 
—Preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge, Dec. 2, 1787. 
By J. Lettice, B. D. Vicar of Peafemarch, in Suffex, and late Fel- 
low of Sidney-Suflex College. 4to. 15. 6d. Cadell, &c. 1788. 


"| ‘HE fubjeéts fpecified in the title-page of thefe Sermons, are 

treated in a manner which difcovers the writer to be pof- 
felled of much good fenfe and liberality. The firft is a /eafonable 
caution to the younger clergy; the fecond is an apology for the 
Englith Univerfities, in reply to the cenfure of a late popular 
writer, 

If the fubje& of the fecond difcourfe were difcufled in detail, 
it would doubtlefs appear, that there is much room for improve- 
ment and correction in our public mode of education; but in 
the article of difcipline perhaps lefs than is commonly fuppofed, 
College-life is neceflarily fubjeét to lefs reftri€tion than domef- 
tic ; and the prefent modes of early education are extremely un- 
favourable to the execution of any plan of rigorous diicipline at 
a later period. On this fubje&, the Author makes the follow- 
ing judicious remarks: 

‘ The docility of childhood, the attention of our earlieft years to 
every object addreffed to the fenfes and even to the underftanding, 
feem to be unnoticed or forgotten by many parents of thefe days. 
And hence the wife maxim of, Reverence due to that innocent frate, has 
too generally ceafed to be pradtifed. Its merit and importance are 
perhaps no longer underitood : children aie now fuffered to fee every 
thing that is done, to hear every thing that is faid in the promifcuous 
circles of their parents acquaintance: they are allowed to witnefs all 
the unguarded levities of the focial hour; the licentious jeft and al- 
Jufive fong are much fooner learned than they are meant to be 
taught ; even the juvenile delicacy of the gentler fex is too often not 
{pared on thefe occafions.— The fmile of innocence, thus prema- 
turely furprifed, has but too frequently haftened the bluth of. guilt, 
and laid the foundation of thofe enormities, which poifon the fweet- 
eft charities of life, and bring a black fcandal on Chriftian fociety, 
But this is not all.—Some parents, not only carelefs and inattentive 
te 
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fe confequences of their own folly, are fo cruelly corrupt them- 
that they are pleafed with the lively forwardnefs their offspring 
lay in the imitation of their own depravities. It is 


matter of their triumph to fee the young novice pledge the cup of 


to the 


felves, 
fometimes difp 


- ovication in his turn, nor are they fhocked to behold him thus 
seconktinelly anticipating the fhaking head and paralytic ftep of old 
age. It were ealy to continue this painting ; the canvas might foon 
be filled, did not the time and the place forbid me to dwell upon it. 
It will be enough to cbferve, that thofe perfons muft needs be well 
reconciled to their own frailties and deformities, who can delight to 
fee the refemblance of them thus reflected in their children. But 
though many parents are not to be accufed of fuch madne{s, we are 
forry to fay, that, in the higher ranks of life, fuch is the horror ge- 
nerally entertained of the bafhfulnefs of childhood, that beft tint of 
nature on our {pecies in its bloom, fo impatient are they that, above 
all things, their children fhould adopt a fmooth and eafy commerce 
with mankind, that the rifing race of both fexes are hurried from the 
nurfery, by a furprifing tranfition, into all the gayeties and promif- 
cuous fcenes of polifhed life, and are taught to move without fear 
or embarraffment, on ground, where the maxhood of fimpler times 
could not ftand without circumfpection. ‘Thus they become adepts 
in the fcience of the world earlier than their better forefathers had 
commenced their noviciate. Can we wonder, if children thus trained 
in the way they fhould zot go, thus ripened in praétice before the 
feeds of principle are fown, fhould prove refractory to their firft feri- 
ous inftructors, and fometimes fill our early feminaries with licen- 
tioufnefs and rebellion? And fhall thofe parents, to whofe indif- 
cretion alore truth has obliged us to trace the origin of thefe alarming 
evils, join our fatinift, and be among the firft to impute them to ne- 
glect of difcipline or inftruction here? No, we cannot paiiently 
abide this accufation: it has been fhewn how little we deferve it, 
They who come hither thus prematurely {chooled in the ways of men, 
and ignorant of better lore, muft unlearn more than half their lef- 
fons, or they will never be acknowledged the legitimate difciples of 
Our inftitutions.’ 

The evil, of which the preacher here complains, is experi- 
enced by every preceptor, both public and private, and is of 
fuch magnitude, as to merit the ferious notice of every "3 who 


wilhes the profperity of the rifing generation. 
eo 





Art. XIV. Eight Sermons; by Percival Stockdale. 8vo. 5s. Boards. 
Faulder. 1788, 


T HESE Difcourfes are compofed on the following fub- 
jects: I. dn Affize Sermon, on Genefis i. 27. LI. 4 Fu- 
neral Sermon, 1 Samuel xx. 2. III. On the Importance of proper 
Externals in Public Worfhip, Plal. xxix. 2. IV. and V. Ox the 


Congruity of Natural and Revealed Religion, with true Pleafure and - 


Happinefs. V1. On the mifchievous Charaéler of a curious and 


buy Tale-bearer, 1 Peter ive 15. VIL, On the great moral and 
religious 
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religious Advantages from a rigid G overnment of the Senfes, 1 Cor, 
ix.25. VIII. 4 Vifitation Sermon, Ifaiab i, 18. 

With the firft Sermon in this volume is given a Preface, and 
the fecond is introduced by a long Dedicaticn ; in both of which 
the Author complains of the envy, virulence, and machinations 
of his enemies. Whether Mr. Stockdale has given provocation 
to any people to become his enemies, or whether adverfaries 
have rifen up againft him from fome unfortunate incident in his 
life, we, who are unacquainted with the private hiftory of this 
gentleman, Cannot poflibly determine. Of this, however, we 
can with truth aflure him, that we are not his enemies; that 
we have no evil paffion in our bofoms which would prompt us 
to militate 2vainft his comfort or his fame. Juttice to the Pub. 
lic obliges us to defcant on the defects we difcover in the writ- 
ings of our beft friends; and thercfore we hope he will not 
charge our ftrictures with virulence, So much, indeed, were 
we prejudiced in his favour by his prefaces, that we wifhed to 
have had it in our power to have given him the /olid pudding of 
fome reciotial preferment, together with empty praise; for he ap- 
pears by thefe addrefles to the Public, ta have an open, honeft 
heart: his Sermons, too, difcover him to be a man of reading, 
and they contain many excellent fentiments, that are often very 
well expreiled. Lut we muft obferve, that the ftyle of his com- 
pofitions continues to be fomewhat odjectionable, He is ftill 
fingular, but not yet, in every inftance, happily fo. His new 
road is not preferable to the old one; we cannot therefore wifh 
the clergy to follow him. Me feems to have written rather from 
the in{piration of fome light Mufe, than from that of the grave 
and fober genius of D vinity ; and he too much, in our opinion, 
interlards his difcourfes with {craps from the poets. An happy 
thought or tura of expreflion from the poets may, with no im- 
propriety, be now and then introduced in the moft ferious dif- 
courfe ; but the frequent recurrence of poetic feraps, and poetic 
defcriptions, moft furely prove unacceptable to many of his hearers 
and gaders. We were the more furprifed at Mr. Stockdale’s 
comm&ting a fault of this kind, after reading what he advances 
on the mode of compofition which is beft adapted to the pulpit, 
in his vilt‘ation fermon before the clergy of Northumberland. 
At the conciufion of this difcourfe he fays: 

‘ Iam fure you will agree with me, that we cannot addrefs our 
congregations in too perfpicuous and ealy language. if I remember 
right, it is a rule of Dr. Swift (and an excellent rule itis), that a 
clergyman, when he compofes a fermon, fhould imagine that he is 
addrefling himfelf to the moft illiterate man of his audience.’ 


Were Mr. Stockdale to employ him(elf in reviewing his own 
fermons, he would be obliged to obferve on them, that the au- 
thor has not ftricily adhered to his ownrule, Had this rule, 


which 
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which he lays down for others, been obferved by himfelf, he 
furely would not have introduced to a country congregation, 
Virgil’s Dido, the Carthaginian Queen, nor have referred to the 
fentiment which the poet has put into her mouth ; Nox ignara 
mali miferts fuccurrere difca; he would not have called benevolence 
the Great Mogul’s moft valuable jewel in the crown of the Chriftian ; 
talked of the waft Pacific Occan of Eternity ; perfonified the 
Thames; and defcribed a certain fafhionable amufement in the 
following obfcure manner : 

« Rather than fab our neighbour’s reputation, we had better de- 
vote whole days and nights to thofe unideal {pots and Gothic pic- 
cures, which ingrofs the lives of many beings, who were born to the 
inheritance of reafon and immortality " 

We apprehend, that the foregoing period was incomprehen- 
fible to many of his illiterate hearers ; for it was fometime before 
we difcovered that it meant card- playing. 

Notwithftanding we are ready to allow that Mr. Stockdale 
has off-red many juft remarks in the 4:hand 5th Sermons, yet we 
cannot be of opinion that they belong either to the title or the 
text. The text, Jy yoke is eafy and my burden light, relates to 
the mild nature of the precepts of Chriftianity ; and the title, 
The congruity of religion with true happinefs, fignifies that the 
practice of religion is productive of happinefs. What propriety 
then, is there in affixing fuch a text and fuch a title to a dif- 
courfe on the benevolent appointments and conduét of Divine Provi- 
dence? It occurred to us (for we fometimes read the Bible), 
that a better text for the firft of thefe two fermons would have 
been, The Lord is good to all. 

He undertakes, in the 6th Sermon, to delineate the charafter 
of the tale bearer; and having, we apprehend, tmarted from the 
lafh of evil tongues, he appears to enter upon this tafk with pe- 
culiar feeling: but his zeal to expofe the charaSter betrays him 
into rather a ludicrous defcription of it. The tale-bearer is, 
firft, a diabolical being 3 next, he is a caricature. painter; then he 
Is a conjurer; then a culprit; then a vagabond; then a pirate on 
the rights of humanity; then a poffure-mafler; then a witling ; 
then a de/picable reptile ; and laitly, a pigmy general, 

But if we were diverted to fee how Mr. Stockdale bas * fuck the 
tale-bearer o'er with titles,’ it did not prevent our taking notice of 
the true picture be has given in this difcourte of © that phlegmatic 
and dozing creature whom we vulgarly diftinguifh by the title of 
a mighty good fort of man; whom every one affects to love, and praife, 
and who affeéts to love, and praife every one; though, in fact, 
if the truth was known, he neither 7s a friend, nor das one. This 
man’s views are all confined within the petty circle of felf-preferva- 
tion, of his own welfare ; he never does a generous action ; and that 
coldnefs of conftitution, which prevents him from doing a generous 
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aftion, prevents him from ever doing an indifcreet one. He bows 
to all the world, and all the world returns the compliment ; he gladly 
aflociates with every body ; and every body gladly aflociates with him; 
—but furely his univerfally good reception needs not to be envied by 
an ingenuous and liberal {pirit ; for it is obtained by having no cha. 
racter at all.’ 

Perhaps Mr. Stockdale himfelf, when he reconfiders the Jat. 
ter part of the following fentence, will with it had been fome. 
what otherwife exprefled: ‘ Several of the Apoftles were fifher- 
men; Paul, the enlightened, the learned, the great Apoftle of 
the Gentiles, was a tent-maker, and worked at his trade; and 
Chrift himfelf, the Son of God, and God the Son, (hear it ye 
proud, and be humble if ye can!) Chrift himfelf was a car- 


enter,’ 
7 But our eccentric Author does not confine himfelf to dull di- 
vinity. To manifeft his attachment to the prefent miniftry, the 
following compliment to Mr. Pitt is introduced in the firk 
Sermon: 

‘ What poflible prodigies of greatnefs, and fuccefs, are not to be 
expected from a political hero, who, in the bloom and vivacity of 
youth, is impaflive to intemperance and diflipation, and indefati- 
gably applies himfelf to objets of the greateft importance ; —who, 
at that early term of life, poflefles a furprizing variety and folidity 
of knowledge; all the flexibility, and ardour, and force of elo- 
quence ;—who has conquered a formidable fa¢tion; and whofe filial 
remembrance muft be, every day, fired with a great, preceding 
example ?’ 

He declares himfelf a great advocate for reafon, and admirer 
of the church fervice, and thinks ‘ that many of our clergy 
ought to be afhamed of themfelves, for the drawling and 
Jounging manner in which they read it over.’ He is violent 
apainft Methodiftic preachers, and yet would not hurt a hair of 
their heads. 

Moft heartily do we fubfcribe to the doctrine inculcated in 
the following extract : 

* All our religious belief, and all our worfhip of the Deity, are 
only calculated, and intended to make us lead good lives, to ftimu- 
Jate us to the practice of thofe difinterefted and beneficent virtues, 
which give peace, and fatisfa€tion, to the individual.who performs 
them, and which promote the happinefs of mankind. When we 
ufe the expreflion of ferving God in his houfe, or of the public fer- 
vice of the church, we fhould only to thofe expreffions affix the ideas 
of paying to Him, that honour and gratitude which are due from de- 
pendent beings to a great and good Creator: we are not rafhly and 
abfurdly to imagine, that by the celebration of religious rites, we 
do any real fervice, we bring any real advantage to our Maker. Of 
his exiltence and his happinefs nothing can deprive Him ; they can- 
not by any thing be diminifhed : they flow neceflarily, uninterrupt- 
edly, and equally from himfelf. Our beft a€tions cannot avgment, 
our worft cannot injure his enjoyment of fupreme blifs. ‘Therefore 
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lic offices of religion were only inftituted, and are only re- 
ol e? our own fakes; to keep alive in our minds thofe good 


d motions, which, without fuch monitors and remon- 
en see aa to be weakened by the trifles, and pleafures, and 
bufinefs of the world ;—in fhort, thofe inftitutions were only meant 
as aids (and in that view they are moft important and re{pectable) to 
that good and generous condutt, which is our rea/onable fervice. 

This paflage, with many others, is a proof that Mr. Stock- 
ale can write well; and, perfuaded of this, we have under- 
taken to point out fome defeéts in his Sermons, not from any en- 
mity to the Author, but from a wifh that he may improve his 


theological com pofitions. MM d ‘ 


Art. XV. Rules for drawing Caricaturas; with an Effay on Comic 
Painting. S8vo. zs. fewed. Hooper. 1788. 


OILLEAU fays, ** I! faut toujours chercher le beau.” The 

art of painting is called a polite art; but fome good judges 
are of opinion, that it is only commendable in proportion to the 
worth of the fubjeéts chofen for imitation ; where it invites us 
to the contemplation of praife-worthy actions, or characters, 
and infpires us with a defire to imitate them. ‘Ihe objects then 
reprefented, at the fame time that they give pleafure to the eye, 
produce a moral effeét ;—they excite our refpect and admiration, 
and the fhafts of ridicule can never reach them.— The fame cri- 
‘tics have contended, that delineations in caricatura neither ele- 
vate our ideas, nor improve our underftanding; and that it 
muft be a fordid difpofition which can take pleafure in feeing 
human nature degraded, and in triumphing over irregularities of 
fhape or countenance, which, though oppofite to the beautiful 
or the agreeable, are the inflictions of Providence; for which, 
furely, a man not being accountable, ought not therefore to be 
reproached, : 

As to Lord Shaftefbury’s notion, that ridicule is the teft of 
truth, we muft allow that it has been fufficiently refuted. No- 
thing is properly ridiculous, unlefs two contrarieties are joined 
by an ill-judged affociation, by affeétation, or where fuppofed 
worth is employed to cover inanity, folly, or vice. 

The Author of the tract now before us juftly praifes Coypel 
and Hogarth. The latter, indeed, was excellent in his walk. 
He has, tn an animated manner, ridiculed folly, and fatirized vice; 
but he had not the powers, either from the knowlege ot his art, 
or of the modes of Jife (his acquaintance with the latter having 
been chiefly confined to the purlieus of Covent Garden), to form 
a juft notion of beauty. His Analyis of Beauty may be confidered 
as the Analyfis of Defoynity. .The province of the comic pencil 
Is to ridicule folly and affectation; but Hogarth has expofed 
{cenes that are very indelicate, and fome that may be thought of 
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vicious tendency: fuch are not the proper fubjects of mirth, 
but objects of indignation, and of punifiment.—But to our 
Author. 

We are informed, that this traét is the work of the ingenious 
and humourous Captain Grofe ; and indeed it bears one peculiar 
mark of his pen, for fometimes we are rather ata lofs to determine 
whether he is in jeft or in earneft. In a few inftances he reminds 


us of his own pleafant Inftruétions for Officers in the Army P 


and in others, of Swift’s ironical Direétions to Servants. 

He is aware, that the art of drawing caricaturas is generally 
confidered as a dangerous acquifition, tending to make the pof- 
feffor ranightea n efteemed ; but he juftly remarks, that it 
is unfair t® urge the abufe to which an art is liable, as an argu- 
ment againft the art itfeif. 

In order to do juftice to this art, he obferves, that it ‘ is one 
of the elements of fatirical painting, which, like poetry of the 
fame denomination, may be moft efficacioufly employed in the 
caufe of virtue and decorum, by holding up to public notice 
many offenders againft both, who are hot amenable to any 
other tribunal ; and who, though they contemptuoufly defy all 
ferious reproof, tremble at the thoughts of feeing their vices or 
follies attacked by the keen fhafts of ridicule.’ 

After thefe introductory obfervations, he proceeds to inftruc& 

the ftudent who wifhes to become a proficient in this art; and 
in a note, p. 7. he gives the following neceflary caution :— 
¢ Caricaturifts fhould be careful not to overcharge the pecu- 
liarities of their fubjects, as they would thereby become hide- 
ous inftead of ridiculous, and inftead of laughter excite hor- 
ror: it is therefore always beft to keep within the bounds of 
probability.°——For want of the artift’s attention to this excellent 
rule, we have frequently feen their productions lofe their intended 
effect. By not doing too much, they would have done more. 
_ Mr. Grofe has given a number of engraved fketches, to elu- 
cidate his principles ; and thefe feem to have been drawn with 
fo much truth and correctnefs, that they ought, as he obferves, 
to be confidered in the light of mathematical diagrams. To the 
Rules and Inftructions, are added an E/fay on Comic Painting. 
This piece abounds with fo many witty, fenfible, and appofite 
remarks, that we cannot help lamenting the want of room for a 
few extracts from it, for the entertainment of our Readers ; 
whom we muft therefore refer to the pamphlet for further 
gratification. 

A group of droll faces is prefixed, by way of frontif- 
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Agt. XVI- Memeirs of the celebrated Dwarf, JosePru Boruw- 
ica a Polio Gentleman 3 containing a faithful and curious Ac- 
Pe, , ~ 


iducation, Marriage, ‘Travels, and Voyages. 


. 2% 
ount of his Birth, h 
: os. 6d. Boards. Becket, &c. 1788. 


Written by Himfelf. Lvo. 
[ To be had likewife of the Author, N ) 162, a | ] 


entleman; for fuch he evidently appears to be, both 


from his birth, education, and accomplifhments : — 
¢ { was born in the environs of Chaliex, the capital of Pekucia, in 

Polith Ruffia, in November 1739. My parents were of the middle 
fize; they had five fons and one daughter ; and by one of thofe 
freaks of nature, which it is impoffible to account for, or perhaps to 
fnd another inftance of in the annals of the human fpecics, three of 
thefe children grew to above the. middie ftature, whilft the two 
others, like myfelf, reached only thag of children in general at the 
ave of four or five years. — _ ; 

-¢ T am the third of this aftonifhing family. My eldeft brother, 
who at this time is about fixty, is near three inches taller than Iam; 
he has conftantly enjoyed a robuft conilitution, and has fill ftrength 
and vigour much above his fize and age; he has lived a Jong time 
with the Caftelane Inowlofka, who honours him with her elteem and 
bounty ; and finding in him ability and fenfe enough, has entrufted 
him with the ftewardfhip and management of her affairs. 

‘ My fecond brother was of a weak and delicate frame; he died 
at twenty-fix, being at that time five feet ten inches high. Thofe 
who came into the world after me, were alternately tall and fhort: 
among them was a female who died of the {mall-pox at the age of 
twenty-two. She was at that time only two feet two inches high, 
and to a lovely figure united an admirably well proportioned fhape. 

‘ It was eafy to judge from the very inttant of my birth, that I 
fhould be extremely fhort, being at that time only eight inches; yet 
notwithftanding this diminutive proportion, I was neither weak nor 
puny: on the contrary, my mother, who fuckled me, has often de- 
clared that none of her children gave her lefs trouble. I walked, 
and was able to fpeak, at about the age common to other infants, 
and my growth was progreilively as follows: 


At ope year I was y1 inches high, Englith meafure. 


W' fhall extract, from the book, fome account of this 
. 


At three 1 foot 2 inches. ; Atiwenty - 2 feet 4 inches. 
Atfix - 1 - 5 | Attwenty-fve 2 - 41 

- = A } : .e7 
Atten- 1 9 Atthirty - 3 - 3 


At fifteen 2 feet 1 
This is the fize at which I remained fixed, without having afterwards 
increafed half a quarter of an inch; by which the affertion of fome 
naturalifts proves falfe, viz. that Dwarfs grow Curing all their life- 
time. If this inftance were infeflicient, I could cite that of my bro- 
ther, who, like me, grew till thirty; and like me, at that age, 

ceafed to grow taller.” 
) lhe hiftory and adventures of this extraordinary perfonage are 
ee as uncommon as his figure and diminutive ftature. His 
amily having becn ruined, and he being a fprightly, tenfible, 
and 
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and pleafing little mortal, was taken into the protection of fome 
perfons of the firft rank in his own Country ; but whofe favour 
he unfortunately loft, at about the age of twenty, by falling in 
love with, and marrying, a young lady of beauty and merit; by 
whom he has had two children. 

For fome years after his marriage, he was chiefly fupported 
by prefents from his illuftrious friends and patrons, together with 
an annuity given him by the King of Poland. He alfo received 
confiderable emolument from the concerts which were fet on 
foot, for his benefit, at feveral courts in Germany, &c.; but 
thefe refources proving rather precarious, he liftened to the joint 
advice of Sir R. Murray Keith, then and now Britifh ambaffa- 
dor at Vienna, the Prince de Kaunitz, and the Baron de Bre. 
teuil, to pay a vifit to England, where they aflured him he was | 
likely co meet with the moft generous reception ; and he was 
promifed letters of recommendation to the greateft perfonages at 
the Britifh court. Accordingly he and his family arrived in 
London, by the way of France, &c. in March 1782. Among 
his recommendatory letters, thofe directed to the Duke and 
Duchefs of Devonthire procured him their very kind and power- 
ful patronage. He was likewile introduced to the Royal Fa- 
mily, from whom he received feveral diftinguifhed favours, 
Prefents and benefactions, however, being no certain provifion 
for the permanent and comfortable maintenance of a family, 
Mr. B. very naturally grew anxious, and the moft humiliating 
fentiments took fuch pofleffion of his mind, that he at length 
followed the advice of thofe who propofed his exhibiting him- 
felf, firft at one guinea, then at five fhillings, and then at halfa 
crown. 

Thus has our little hero been decently fupported, as he very 
properly expreffes it, during the fix years that he has lived in 
England; but we fear, from his account, that, by this time, the 
edge of curiofity being blunted, his income has fuffered a confi- 
derable diminution. Among other unfortunate events, a dif- 
honeft fervant eloped with trinkets and valuables to a large 
amount; and, which proved ftill worft, a falfe report of his 
accumulating a fortune in this country having reached the ears 
of the King of Poland, he difcentinued Mr. B.’s penfion. 

This well-written narrative is concluded by the fgllowing 
* painful reflections,’ and pathetic addrefs to England: 

* Such is the picture of what is paft: it is eafy to fee how pains 
are mingled with pleafures, fears with hopes; but what is the fate I 
am to expect ?-Am I doomed to be for ever the fport of neceflity, the 
flave of the moment ?—'Lhough | fhould fubmit to this humiliating 
idea, would it lead to the hope of fecuring, in future, a decent 
maintenance for my wife and children? I have but a weak conftitu- 
tion ; the weight of years grows every day more prefiing ; fhould I 


be {natched away from my family, what will become of them? 
Whole 
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ey claim? Am I deftined to have, on my laft 
but the mifery and woe of all that is déar to 
me? Thefe are the pains and inquietudes which affail my heart, and 
dahh with bitternefs the moments of joy that I derive from my fa- 


Whofe affiftance can th 
day, nothing in view, 


Had I been formed like other mortals, I could, like moft of 
have fubfifted by induftry and labour; but my ftature has irre-~ 
excluded me from the common circle of fociety: nay, but 
le only feein to take notice of my being a man, an honeft 
man, 2 man of feeling. How painful are thefe reflections ! 

‘ © beneficent and generous nation !—fhould I fink under my 

riefs, 1 recommend to you my wife and children,—my children, 
who came into life among you !—if I am not at the end of my ca- 
reer, then I muft repair to other climates, where, yielding to my 

deftiny, 1 will fubmit to that fate which feems to await me; but I 
will take with me every where, will cherifh, and carefully keep in 
the inmott recefles of my heart, the grateful fentiments which your 
repeated favours have excited in me.’ 

Mr. Boruwlafki has written this work in French, in which lane 
guage it is here printed, with an Englifh tranflation, on the op= 
pofite pages, by Mr. Des Carrieres. A copper-plate frontifpiece 
is given, reprefenting our amiable hero, with his lady, and one 
of their children, in a family fcene. 

We have not yet had the fatisfaétion of feeing Mr. B. but we 
are informed that this print affords a good refemblance of his 
perfon. Of his pleafing manners and agreeable converfation 
(of which we have heard a moft advantageous account) a judg- 
ment can only be formed by paying him a vifit; and that we 
have refolved to do, at the firft convenient opportunity : mean- 
time, we thank him for the pleafure he has afforded us by a 
perufal of his Memoirs, which, from the number of agreeable 
anecdotes of eminent perfons, of both fexes *, have many of 
the graces of a well-told tale, with all the advantages and merit 
of truth :—for we have not the leaft diftruft of his veracity, in 
any circumftance of the narrative. 


mily. 
them, 
vocably 





i, 
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* The pretty love-letters, which paffed, during their courtthip, 
between Mr. B. and his fair Ifalina, will, to young readers efpe- 
cially, prove a very acceptable part of the entertainment which they 
will find in the perufal of this volume. 4 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE 
For JULY, 1788. 





PoLITICAL. 


Art. 17. Confiderations on the War with the Turks. Tranflated from 
the French of M. de Voiney. Svo. 28. 6d. Debrett. 1-88. 


De Volney, whom we lately introduced to the acquaintance 
e of our Readers, by the review which we gave of his Travels 
through Syria and Egypt *, here inveftigates and itates the probable 
confequences of the prefent war between the Turks, the Auftrians, 
and the Ruffians, with the profundity of an acute politician, but 
with rather too much of the {pirit of prophecy. He has bufed him. 
felf in difpofing of the bear’s tkin before the bear is killed ¢. He, 
however, offers many pertinent confiderations on the fubjet, which 
will much amufe, if not completely fatisfy, the political fpeculatift 
M. de Volney is, certainly, a very fenfible man, and an ingenious 
writer, 


Art. 18. Anecdotes of Funius: to which is prefixed The Kixg’s Reply, 
8vo. 1s.6d. Bew. 1788. 

If this gentleman’s information, with refpeé to the identity of 
Junius, be no better than that to which he has been obliged for his 
lift of Reviewers, we may venture to affure both him and the Public, 
that he knows very little of the matter. 

The Reply which he has manufactured for the King, is a piece of 
good writing, and contains a well imagined vindication for the fup- 
pofed royal writer, in regard to the errors charged on his government 
by Junius :— t4at Junius, whom this Author declares to be Mr. Burke. 
As for the Anecdotes refpecting the hero of this queftionable tale, they 
chiefly confit of a detail of Mr. B.’s well known publications,—in 
which we meet with nothing new: except a flight fketch of a parallel 
between Junius and Lord Bolingbroke, as writers ;—~and here we 
have the honour to agree pretty nearly with the Author. 


Art. 19. The Speeches of Mr. Wilkes in the Houfe of Commons, 
Large 8vo. 6s. fewed. 1786. No Bookfeller’s Name. 

It was but lately that this handfome edition of Mr. Wilkes’s 
Speeches came to our hands. It contains, as the Preface affures us, 
‘a faithful tranfcript of the three volumes which the fame editor for- 
merly printed in 12mo. with the addition of feveral fpeeches, fince 
the period of the laft publication, drawn from the fame fources f, 
with equal diligence and attention.’ 





* See the Appendix to Vol. Ixxvii. of the Review, p. 589. 

t He predicts the total overthrow of the Ottomans, and very 
gravely proceeds to the difmemberment and partition of their em- 
pire ; in which, particular care is taken, that the interefts of France 
fhall not be overlooked. 

} From the public prints, and oral tradition. 
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The additional orations contain a confiderable quantity of new 
matter, on the mott interefting fubjects. Among others, we have 
Mr. W.’s excellent fpeech on the Bill for the further Relief of Pro- 
tefant Diffenting Minifters and School-mafters ; which is both argu- 
meniative and entertaining. ‘The Diffeaters were, indeed, greatly 
obliged to their witty and fenfible advocate on this occafion. 

The Editor has added Notes, where he deemed ‘ome explanation 
neceflury. An Index would be a farther improvement. 


Art. 20. 4 Review of the Government and Grievances of the Province 
of Quebec, fince the Conqueftt of it by the Britifh Arms. To which 
is added, an Appendix, containing Extracts from authentic Papers. 
Svo. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 1758. 

The province of Quebec having, fince its conqueft, been ceded to 
the Britifh empire, the government of the French inhabitants there, 
together with fuch Britith fettlers as have mingled among them, 
became a difficult operation. ‘The French withed to hold, and 
convey their pofleflions, according to French tenures and ufages,: 
while they preferred our commercial laws; the Britith required to 
be governed altogether by their own laws, and to that end wanted 
an elective houfe of affembly. It is pleaded, that in the {pace of 
twenty-eight years, the inhabitants have been obliged to conform to 
three different fyitems of laws, all improper, and at variance with 
each other: {\ftems forced upon them in the aggregate, never de- 
fined, and of courfe never underftood. At length ‘ the old and new: 
fubjects were obliged to unite in the fame petitions and the fame 
prayers. Time and experience had convinced them, that as members 
of the fame province, their interefts were infeparable; they now per- 
ceived the invidious policy of thofe who had kept thein fo long dif- 
united, in the view to difappoint both parties: they faw they were 
left without any effective, any fixed or permanent laws, or at beft, fo 
loofe, indigefted, and frequently unintelligible, that eventually they 
were worfe than none, producing jealoufies, public and private dif- 
agreements, and creating a general fpirit of difcontent.” ‘To remedy 
thefe evils, the writer recommends ‘ a conftitution of a mixed kind, 
fo as to accommodate both parties, by felecting fuch parts of either 
fyftem, as would fuit the fituation of the province; which being Bri- 
tifh, its conftitution fhould of courfe be that of the parent ftate, and 
the laws by which it is governed Eritith alfo; with a fkilful engraft- 
ing of fuch parts of the Canadian laws as had reference to thofe fa- 
vourite and neceflary points, where policy might fafely indulge pre- 
— viz. landed property, inheritance, dower, and family 
affairs.’ 

_ Education under defpotifm debilitates the mind ; and if we perfift 

in forcing new laws upon a people uader which they remain uneafy, 

the excellence of thofe laws will not hinder them from being oppref- 
five: a perfon recovered from blindnefs cannot fuddenly bear the full 

light of the day. . 


East INDIES. 


Art. 21. The Trial of Warren Haftings, Eq. late Governor General 
of Bengal, before the Court of Peers, in Weftminfter Hall. In 
which the Speeches of Meff. Adam, Pelham, Anftruther, Sheri- 

F 2 dan, 
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dan, &c. &c. are given at full Length. Part Il. 6s. fewed, 

Ridgway. 1788. ; = ; 

The former part of Mr. Ridgway’s edition of this great national 
trial, continued the proceedings to the zgth of February, in the pre- 
fent year, when the High Court adjourned to the 1oth of April fol- 
lowing. This fecond part, in courfe, commences with the laft men- 
tioned date, and the twelfth day of the trial. Jt amounts toa large 
volume of near 500 pages ; and concludes with Mr. Sheridan’s grand 
fpeech, June 10,—when the Houfe adjourned to the firft Tuefday 
in the next feflion of Parliament. 

In this concluding part of what conftitutes the firft volume of Mr. 
Ridgway’s edition, the Editor, as in the former part, exhibits a 
diftinét view, and arrangement of the principal matters ; on which 
plan, the f{peeches are neceffarily abbreviated. But this circumftance 
we have already noticed, in our brief mention of the firft Part: See 
Rev. April, p. 247. 

Art. 22. The Speech of Sir Elijah Impey, late Chief Jaftice of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal, at the Bar of the Houfe of 
Commons, Feb. 4, 1788. Being the Matter of his Derence to the 
Firft Article of Charge exhibited to that Houfe, by Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, Bart. Dec. 12, 1787. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Stockdale. 
The Editor of this important publication affures his readers, in a 

refatory advertifement, that he ‘ took a very accurate note of Sir 

Blijah’s Speech, when it was delivered *.? He conceives that ‘ the 

Public has a right to know why fo enormous a parliamentary charge 

has not been profecuted with effeét. ‘This delay has given him an 

opportunity of availing himfelf of the right Sir Elijah had given the 

Members of the Houfe to examine and copy the original papers 

which had been left in the hands of a Member, for that purpofe, by 

which means the vouchers may be depended on as accurate and au- 
thentic.’ 

The large Appendix to Sir Elijah’s elaborate {peech, is divided 
into three parts ; I. Papers called for by the Houfe. II. Papers re- 
ferred to in the fpeech. III. Minutes «f the evidence before the 
Committee. The 3d Part exhibits all the evidence on the part of 
the profecution ; and, confequently, contains the whole grounds on 
which it could have been fupported : fo that thofe who need informa- 
tion, with refpect to the nature of the cafe, and the proceedings on 
the charge brought againft Sir E. Impey, may be completely grati- 
fied by the perufal of this compilement. 


BritrisH FIsHERIES, 


Wart. 23. The Subftance of the Speech of Henry Beaufoy, Efgq; to the 
_ Brinth Society for extending the Fifheries, &c. at the General 
Court held on Tuefday, March 28, 1788. To which is added, a 
Copy of the Act for the Society’s Incorporation, 8vo. 25. 
Cadell. 1788. 
Mr. Beaufoy, the Chairman of the Committee of Parliament ap- 
pointed to enquire into the ftate of the Britith fifheries in the year 


—— 
ani 





* Sir Elijah, himfelf, as we are given to anderftand, declined the 
publication, 
1786, 
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in this pamphlet, an animated account of the benefits 
n might derive from the fifheries on her coafts ; and 
he diftreffed fituation of the natives of the remote 
coaft of Scotland ; and the circumftances that have prevented them 


from purfuing the fifheries to advantage. In this part of the publi- 


cation, we meet with nothing that the Public were not before inform- 


ed of. But it is impofMible to repeat too often, particulars of fo inte- 
refting a nature. an 

We are forry, however, to obferve, that though one of the princt+ 
pal obftructions that have retarded the fifheries on our coafts (by Mr. 
Beaufoy’s account) be our injudicious laws, yet little has been done 
in that way to encourage them. And though our Orator, in very 
ftrong terms, holds out, to public view, the few alterations of the 
laws that have been made of late, as highly advatageous to the com- 
munity, yet.it muft be owned that they do not by any means effect a 
radical cure of this evil. 

The patriotic efforts of the Private Affociation for the purpofe of 
encouraging the fifheries, furnifhes here an ample field for panegy- 
ric. They deferve much praife, and we fincerely with fuccefs to their 
benevolent endeavours. Mr. Beaufoy exerts himfelf to remove one 
prejudice againft this fociety, which may arife in the minds of thofe 
who have not attended much to the fubjeé&t, by proving, that in the 
principles of its inftitution, it is effentially different from the fociety 
that was inftituted about forty years ago, under a name nearly fimi- 
lar ; fo that the objections raifed againft the former, do not affect the 
prefent fociety. 

The remaining part of the Speech contains a journal of the Au- 
thor’s excurfion to the Hebrides laft fummer, and a detailed account 
of the advantages and difadvantages attending certain ftations that 
had been propofed for erecting fifhing villages on thefe coafts, with 
the reafons that determined the fociety to make choice of Tobermory 
in Mull, and U//apool in Loch Broom, in preference to the others,— 
which appear, from the data here ftated, to be very fatisfactory. 

Thofe who have no leifure to perufe the larger accounts that 
have lately been publithed relative to this fubjeét, will find pleafure 


in reading this elegant abftract. An 


1786, gives, in tt 
which Great Brita 
a lively picture of t 


NEGROE SLAVERY. 


Art. 24. Remarks upon the Situation of Negroes in Jamaica, impar- 
tially made, from a local Experience of nearly thirteen Years in 
that Ifland. By W. Beckford, Fun. formerly of Somerly in Suf- 
folk, and late of Hertford in Jamaica. 8vo. 2s. Egerton. 1788. 

_ The obfervations of an intelligent writer, drawn from the expe- 
rience of fo many years, will naturally, at this time, and on fo im- 
portant a fubject, excite the attention of the Public; and the reader 
who looks for important information, in this account, will not (we 
imagine) be difappointed. Mr. Beckford appears to be perfonally 
and fully acquainted with the real Aate of Negroe flavery in the 
Wett Indies, particularly in Jamaica; and from {uch acquaintance, a 
man of obfervation muft be particularly qualified to give his opinion, 
both with refpect to the propofed regulation, and even to the great 


queltion of an abolitioz, of the flave trade. 
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Mr. Beckford abounds with a variety of obfervations, and ftric. 
tures, on the importation of Africans into the Weft Indies, and on 
the fale and fubfequent treatment of them when arrived there: and 
he feems to fpeak with great moderation and candour on all the 
moft material points which have been fo warmly adverted to, in the 
principal publications on this fubject. 

He is of opinion, that neither the adv/ition of the flave trade, nor 
the Jikeration of the Negroes already imported, can be either advife- 
able or practicable ; and that the only good which can arife from 
the interference of our legiflature, in confequence of the well-meant 
applications that have been made by the friends of humanity, will 
be, to reftrain the rigour of a cruel mafter, and render the fituation 
of the flave as tolerable and as comfortable as poflible. He {peaks 
with the utmoft feeling and commiferation of the unhappy lot of the 
poor Africans, as in the following paflage: * While now,’ fays he, 
© the flame of humanity feems to glow in every breaft, it fhould not 
be fuffered to cool ; for the fpark once neglected will die away, and 
receive, perhaps, a blaze no more; but the fubject muift be touched 
with a delicate hand, confidered in all pofiible points of view, lef 
inhumanity fhould be the confequence of pity, the end of the petitions 
be thereby deteated, the intended remedy fail, and the wounds of the 
Negroes left incapable of acure. ‘The comforts that muft attend 
their future fituation fhould originate in England, extend to Africa, 
and be matured in the colonies..— What the requifites are, by 
which this good purpofe may be belt effected, the Author endeavours 
to explain, through the whole of his large and valuable pamphlet, 
confilting of near 100 pages ;—which we are forry to fee dated from 
the Fleet. 


Art. 25. dn Effay on the Impolicy of the African Slave Trade. By 
the Rev. T. Clarkfon, M. A. 8vo. 2s. 6d.’ Boards. Phillips. 
1738. 

Mr. Clarkfon now attacks the opponents of the abolition fcheme 
in their ftrong hold, on which he has opened a powerful battery of 
weighty arguments. [He replies to every thing, of any confequence, 
that he has ever-heard (and he is well informed of all that has been 
urged) in fupport of the policy of the flave trade, or againft the ex- 
pediency of its abolition. On /peculative ground (the only ground 
which can be taken, till experzence fall fettie the difpute), he 
feems completely victorions. His book is full of information, good 
fenfe, and found reafoning. For his former work, entitled, Az 
Effay on Slavery, fee Review for April lait, p. 343. 


Art. 26. Odb/erwations on a Guinea Voyage. In a Series of Letters 
addrefied to the Rev. Thomas Clarkion. By James Field Stan- 
field, late a Mariner in the African Slave Trade. izmo. 4d. 
Phillips. 1788. 

If all the devils in Pluto’s dominions were regimented before 
us, we do not apprehend that there would be found, in the whole 
groupe, one half fo black as a Guinea Captain, according to the 
pourtraitare of Mr, Stanfield. His account of the barbarities exer- 
cifed by thefe uman fiends on their unhappy failors, as well as on 
the African flaves, is really too horrid to read, and would appear too 
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monftrous to be belie. ed, had he not informed us, by his ad vertife- 


that he hath fubftantiated the principal facts by an AFFI- 
His gereral reprefentation is lhkewi‘e corroborated by the 
ether accounts chat have lately been publifhed, relative to the Gul- 
nea voyages, and the inhuman traffic which is their object. Mr. 
Stanfield appears to be a man of character, education, and fenti- 
ment, much fuperior to the ftation of a common mariner. 


Art. 27. 4 cool Addre/s to the Peotle of England, on the Slave Trade. 
By Thomas Maxwell Adams, fg. 8vo. 15. 6d. Faulder, &c. 
1788. 

Mr. Adams argues as a lawyer, a politician, and a merchant, 
againft the abolition fcheme. On a fubjeét of fo much confequence, 
every intelligent perfon, who has any opinion to offer on either fide 
of the queition, ought to be duly attended to. This gentleman has 
a peculiar manner of writing ; but facts, and reafoning, on this great 
occafion, are what we are principally to regard ; ftyle, and the trap- 
pings of language, are here of little account. 


Art. 28. 4 Scriptural Refutation of a Pamphlet lately publifoed, by 
the Rev. Raymund Harris, entitled, ‘* Scriptural Refearches on 
the Licitnefs of the Slave Trade.”” 8vo. 1s. Law. 1788. 
This anonymous Writer has, in our opinion, given a Very com- 
lete anfwer to Mr. Harris; but wherefore is our Author anonymous ? 

It does not feem quite fair to appear ma/qued in the lifts, againft a 

man who openly fhews his face, and tells his name. But, poflibly, 

the Anfwerer, after having indu!ged in fome afperity, when {peak- 
ing of his antagoniit,- might not deem it expedient to be perfonally 
expofed to retaliation. The information which he had received con- 
cerning the character and profeffion of Mr. H_ operated, he tells us, 

‘ as a fort of comment on his work ;? adding, ‘ The unnatural at- 

tachment to flavery,—the averfion and dread of the interference of 

treafon and common fenfe,—the artful and fubtle pofitions which 
are the foundation of his work, appear totally irreconcileable to the 
chara&ter of an Englifhman, but are perfectly confiftent with that of 

a Spanifh Tefuit.’ 


We do not give the above as the moft brilliant or the moft liberal 


ment, 
pAVIT. 


‘paflage in the pamphlet ; which, on the whole, is argumentative, 


fenfible, and, in our opinion, decifive of the contett. 


Mitritary Law. 


Art. 29. Trial of Fobn Browne, Efq; Major of his Majefty’s 67th 
Regiment of Fout, on the Charges exhibited againft him by a 
Court Martial in Antigua, January 30th, 1786; alfo on a Charge 
of Oppreifion and Cruelty, as Commanding Officer, exhibited 
againit him by Captain Robert Hedges, of the faid Regiment, be- 
fore a General Court Martial at the Horfe-guards, Aug. 13, 1787. 
With an Appendix, coniaining all the Correfpondence, &c. &c. 
Folio. 10s. 6d. fewed. Pell. 1788. 

‘Thole who are curious, or interefted, with regard to the rules and 
etiquette of military and naval diicipline and deportment, will, in 
thefe voluminous proceedings, mect with abundant gratification.— 


Major Browne was fentenced to lofe 309 days pay, out of which the 
F 4 fum 
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fum of 401. was adjudged to be paid to Thomas Edwards, a foldier, 
as a compenfation for the oppreflion, &c. brought in charge againg 
his commanding officer. It appears to us, however, that the Major 
had received great and juft provocation, from the alleged mifcondug 
of the man. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Art. 30. Remarkable Occurrences in the Life of Fonas Hanway, Efq. 
Comprehending an Abftraé&t of his Travels in Ruffia and Perfia, 
&c. &c. By John Pugh. The fecond Edition. 8vo. 3s. 6d, 
fewed. Payne, &c. 1788. 

We are glad to find that the world hath given fo welcome a re. 
ception to a good account of a good man. Mr. Hanway had, in- 
deed, a juft claim on the Public for fo refpe€tful a mark of attention, 
and grateful regard to his memory; for, by his extraordinary exer- 
tions in every good caufe that attracted his notice, and interefted his 
benevolent heart, he had been a great benefactor, not merely to his 
country, but to the human race. 

This new edition of Mr. Pugh’s Anecdotes, &c. appears to have 
received the requifite corrections and improvements ; and among the 
additions, we obferve a copy of Mr. H.’s will, the terms of which 
are perfectly characteriftic of the piety and worth of his difpofition.— 
For our account of the firft edition of this work, fee Review for 
Sept. 1787, p. 220. 


PHILOSOPHICAL, &c. 


Art. 31. Difquifitions on feveral Subjefs. 1. On the Nature of 
Time. II. On the Imperfection of Human Knowledge. III. On 
the Heavenly Bodies. IV. On Reafon and Inftingt. V. An 
Effay on Education. By Richard Worthington, M. D. Author 
of a Letter to the Jews. 12mo. 3s. fewed. Wilkie. 1787. 
This Writer feems to have taken for his model that ingenious dif- 

quifitor, the late Soame Fenyns ; but he falls far fhort of his pattern io 

ingenuity, and originality of thought. His language, indeed, is 
ealy and correct, but his refleétions are too trite to excite the curio- 
fity, or fix the attention, of the reader. 

On the fubject of education, he complains, that our prefent plans of 
inftruction are not well adapted to facilitate the acquifition of knowlege 
in any of the learned profeffions ; he objects to the length of time which 
is commonly devoted to the claflics; and prefers private to public edu- 
cation, on account of the opportunities it affords for adapting inftruc- 
tion to the prefent ftate of knowlege, and to the particular views and 
exigencies of the pupil. ‘Thefe ideas are, perhaps, in the main, 
right: but the Author would have rendered his obfetvations more 
ufeful, if, like the late popular advocate for claffical and public edu- 
cation, he had laid down a clear plan of inftruétion, and given prac- 
tical rules for carrying it into execution. General obfervations on 
fubjeéts of this nature are of little value. 

N. B. This article was written fome months ago ; but its infertion 
has been, with that of many others, poftponed from time to time, 


for want of room. 
& : MatTHE- 
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MaTHEMATICS, &e. 


Art. 32. Method to difeover the Difference of the Earth’s Diameéers 3 
proving its true Ratio to be not lefs variable than as 45 to 46, and 
fhorteft in its Pole’s Axis 174 Miles. Elucidated with five ~ 

er-plates; with a Variety of new Tables fuited to the Subje 

Likewife a Method for fixing an univerfal Standard for Weights 

and Meafures. By Thomas Williams. 8vo. 5s. fewed. Stockdale. 

1788. 

4 is with regret that we obferve an Author employing his time 
and labour in contradiéting what has been mathematically demon- 
ftrated ; more efpecially when he does not fhew any error in the de- 
monftration, or in the principles on which it is founded. Sir Ifaac 
Newton computed the ratio of the diameters of the earth, from the 
principles of gravitation, to be as 2300 to 2290. The French aca- 
demicians, not fatisfied with the conciufions of that great philofo- 
pher, fent geometricians to different parts of the earth, in order to 
make actual meafurements ; and they found the ratio to be as 2300 to 
228g'. ‘The coincidence of this meafurement with the former com- 
putation evinces the accuracy of both ; efpecially when it is confidered 
that the French academicians would willingly have fhewn Sir Ifaac’s 
computation to have been erroneous. 

Mr. Williams has, without any geometrical demonftration, ftated 
the ratio to be as 46 to 45, that is, as 2300 to 2250. We fincerely 
lament that any perfon fhould thus mifemploy his abilities on fab- 
jedts already well underftood, while he might, perhaps, by other 
purfuits, render fcience a material fervice. — mn, 


Art. 33. The Scholar’s Queftion-bcok: or, A Pra€tical Introdu@ion 
to Arithmetic ; containing a great Variety of Examples in all the 
fundamental Rules. By Thomas Molineux. The 2d Edition. 
1zmo. 1s. 6d, bound. Lowndes. 1787. 

Art. 34. The Key to the Second Edition of the Scholar’s Queftion-book ; 
containing all the neceflary Anfwers. By the Author, ‘Thomas 
Molineux. 1zmo. 6d. Lowndes. 1787. 

To the fchool-mafter who wifhes to leffen his labours, we recom- 
mend this Second Edition, and Key. He will find it more ufeful 
than the firft, which we commended in our Review for February 


1782, P- 153. ioif4 
EDUCATION. 


Art. 35. The Complete Syftem of the French Language. By Nicholas 
Salmon. 8vo. 5s. Boards. Elmfley. 1788. 

In our laft, we gave a character of Mr. Salmon as a grammarian, in 
our account of his ¢ Footftep to the French Language.’ There ‘is 
nothing in the prefent publication to induce us to change our opsnion 
of him. We could point. out many errors in his work, but have 
little inclination for the unpleafing tafk ; praife, where we can 
honeftly beftow it, being much more agreeable to our difpofition, It 
may be fufficient to inform the Reader, that the Author is a reformer 
of the language of the French Academy, on the one hand, and a 
Profcriber of the rules of Bifhop Lowth, as laid down in his Intro- 
duction to Grammar, on the other; while he continually gives fuch 
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examples of his own writing as thofe which are inftanced in Our 
review of his former Eflay. It muft at the fame time be remarked, 
that there are fome truly ufeful obfervations in the book ; yet even of 
thefe the Public were in poflefiion long ago. A4.fA: 

Art. 36. 4 comprcbenfiue Grammar of the Englifp Language, for the 

Ufe of Youth. Ey J. Rothwell], Matter of the Free-fchool ar 

Blackrod. 12zmo. 2s. bound. Cadell. 1787. 

Bifhop Lowth’s Englifh Grammar has given rife to many others, 
which are more peculiarly adapted to the ufe of fchools. Amon 
other compilers of children’s grammars, Mr. Rothwell has, by this 
publication, given proofs of his abilities as a teacher of the Englih 
language, and we imagine his Grammar wili anfwer the end pro- 
poled. a 

Botany, &e. 
Art. 37. Arbuftrum Americanum: The American Grove, or an Al. 
phabetical Catalogue of Forett Trees and Shrubs, Natives of the 

American United States, arranged according to the Linnzan Syf. 

tem. By Humphry Marfhal. 8vo. 3s. fewed. Printed at Phi- 

ladelphia ; and fold by White in London. 

An error of the prefs in the firft word of the title, and the ab. 
fardity of an alphabetical catalogue, arranged according to the Lin. 
néan fyftem, gave us, at firft opening the book, no great opinion 
of its merit: but we find that it contains fome ufeful remarks con- 
cerning the ceconomical ufes of the trees that are natives of America, 
‘'The generic character of Linné is tranflated, and the Author de- 
fcribes the varieties and -fpecies in terms of his own. ‘Though he 
kas amply copied the writings of former American botaniiis, yet 
by reducing into one view what was before fcattered through many 
volumes, and clearing many doubts, which, by his refidence in 
America, he was better enabled to effect than a foreigner, he cer- 
tainly has contributed fomething toward the advancement of na- 


tural hiftory, in that part of the world. . ttre 


CHEMICAL. 
Art. 38. Method of Chemical Nomenclature, propofed by Mefits. De 


Morveau, Lavoifier, Berthollet, De Fourcroy. To which is added 

a new Syftem of Characters adapted to the Nomenclature. By 

Meiirs. Haffenfratz and Adet. ‘T'ranflated from the French, and 

the new Chemical Names adapted to the Genius of the Englith 

Language. By James St. John, M.D. 8vo. 5s. Boards. Keariley. 

1738. 

In reviewing the works of the French chemifts, we have fre- 
quently had opportunities of laying before our Readers abitraéts of 
their theory, and the principles on which they have founded their 
doétrine. It would therefore be needlefs at prefent to recapitulate 
what we often faid in various parts of our Journal ; efpecially as our 
chemical readers are, we fuppofe, already acquainted with the anti- 
phlogittian hypothefis ; and thofe of them who are not, may refer to 
our account of Mr, Kirwan’s Effay on Phlogifton, in the Review for 
September lait, p. 207. 

The prefent performance confilts of feveral Memoirs read in the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris. ‘Lhe firt is by M. Lavoifier, 
on 
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on the neceflity of bringing to perfection the Nomenclature of-Che- 

itry. ‘The fecond by M. de Morveau, explaining the principles of 
rw Methodical Nomenclature. The third by M. de Fourcroy, i]- 
lutrating the Synoptical Table that accompanies it Jo thefe 
are added two Dictionaries of Synonyms, viz. the O/d, with their 
correfponding mew names, and the New, with their correiponding 
old names. ; ; _ 

The utility of fymbols is fo great in exp!aining the doctrine of 
compound attractions, that they may be confidered as abfolutely ne- 
ceflary. The old fymbols, as uied by Bergman, are inapplicable to 
the antiphlogiftic theory, and its nomenclature ; on this account 
Mefirs. Haflenfratz and Adet have invented a new fyitem of fymbols 
applicable to the French opinions. | 

As the antiphlogiftian hy pothefis fill wants the fupport and evi- 
dence of experimental facts, we therefore fufpect ic will nor laft long. 
An explanation of the technical terms uied by eminent writers is, 
however, highly neceffary for the tyro, and even in the prefent in-. 
ftance for the adept: and as the French chem: its have adopted the 
terms and fymbols here explained, we think that the Englith reader 
is obliged to Dr. St. John for furnifhing the intelligence in an Eng- 


lith drefs. Ga — Aan. 
GYMNASTIC EXERCISES, 


Art. 39. Modern Manhood; or, the Art and Practice of Englith 
Boxing, &c. vo. 18. 6d. fewed. Parfons, &c. 
Art. 40. The Complete Art of Boxing, according to the modern Method, 
&c. Svo. 2s. Foliingfby. 1788. 

Art. 41. The Battle-royal, or the Effects of Anticipation; with Stric« 
tures on The Odiad, an Heroic Foem*. With the Letters between 
Humphries and Mendoza, &c. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Symonds. 1788. 
No. 1. of the pamphlets in this clafs, enters circumftantially into 

the theory and hiltory of this delightful eye-darkening, jaw-break- 
ing, feull-cracking amufement; and furnifhes a variety of anecdotes, 
which cannot fail of proving acceptable to thofe who have a tafte for 
the fubject. No. 2. is of the fame character, but, perhaps, fome- 
what more elaborately written. No. 3. has altogether the air of 
acatchpenny; it has more wit than the two former pieces, but lefs 
hiftory ; that is, more froth, and lefs fubftance. 


POETRY. 


Art. 42. The Book of Pfalms illuftrated, by an improved Tranflation 
of the proper Pfalms, more conformable to the Hebrew Original, 
and a poetical Verfion of each agreeable thereto; with Notes criti- 
cal and explanatory, in which the Prophecies of the Meffiah are 
particularly pointed out; being an Attempt to render the reading 
of the Pfalms, as a Part of Divine Service, more intelligible and 
inftructive. By a Layman. 8vo. 2s. Robinfons. | 
A more intelligible and inftruétive method of ufing the Pfalms of 

David in divine fervice, than that which is at -prefent adopted, is 

certainly very defirable: but we cannot think that the introdu@tion 


————— 
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* See Art. 45. of the Pozrry. 
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of this layman’s verfion and imitations would be any improvement, 
The former is inelegant, and abounds with fingularities ; the latter 
are fcarcely more poetical than the ancient doing into Englifo by Mefiis, 
Sternhold and Hopkins, 


Art. 43. The Wrongs of Africa. A Poem. Part the Second. 4to, 
zs. Faulder. 1788. 

After the particular account which we gave of the firft part of this 

poem, it may be fufficient to fay, that this fecond part breathes, ng 

lefs ardently than the former, the true fpirit both of poetry me 


humanity. 


Art. 44. Beaver-hunting; a modern Fable. 4to. 6d. Strachan, 
1788. 

This poem is of the fatirical kind, and breathes a little of the fpi. 
rit of Dryden. The following lines will fcarcely be difpleafing ts 
our Readers : 

¢ Immortal AZfop! whofe fagacious pen 

Inftruéted brutes to fpeak and act like men, 

Permit one tale, by thee rehears’d of old, 

In modern circumftance to be retold : 

«© The Hunted Beaver !”—Gorging in the eaft 

An hungry hound defcried the amphibious beatt : 

The hound of northern breed, alert and true, 

Smelt the rich Caftor, and its value knew : 

His fearching nofe deteéts the tainted track ; 

He opens—and is follow’d by the pack. 

The confcious chace his ftrong attraction knows: 

He lops the bag, and down the treafure throws. 

The northern hound fecretes his tempting prey, 

And flily leads the clam’rous pack away.— 

Homeward they trudge ; and ceas’d their noify ftrain, 
The hunted Beaver fafely treads the plain. 

« A needy cur this artful trick remark’d: 

(The moft vociferous cur that ever bark’d !) 

Much fam’d for howling loud and howling long, 
Alarming ftill the pack, yet ever wrong: 

The pack at laft his hackney’d voice defpife, 

Nor heed th’ eternal babbler when he cries. 

Vext, he determines by one more endeavour, 

To roufe their zea], and calls—** to hunt the Beaver !” 
A fav’rite fport he knew—for which he panted, 
Hopeful the chace would drop the gift he wanted. 
Where ? where? the pack rejoin—we cannot {py one. 
See yonder in the eaft.—‘* Why that’s a Lion!” 
No, when the tainted xephyr this way blows, 

The Caftor-feent will firike your confeious nofe. 

He gives the alarm, and briftling up his fur, 
Howls, and is follow’d by a mungrel cur, 

Half Greyhound, half he was of Spaniel kind, 
This all before, and that complete behind, 
Who roaming once to fill his hungry maw, 
Bark’d; and the Lion truck him with his paw s;— “ 
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No Beaver, well he knew! but fmarting fill, 

He urg’d the pack to hant him and to kill, 

The howl becomes infectious through the place. 
Staunch hoands accede, and puppies join the chace.’ 


One of thefe hounds, at length difcovering his miftake, exclaims— 


‘ This is no Beaver which the pack purfue. 

Let us defift: the cafe is now too clear ; 
Truft me my friends, you’ll find no Caittor hete. 

* No Caftor—’tis unfufferably ftrange ! 

Then let the pack purfue him for revenge! 

How Ler moet soak, poten fince I warn’d this creature, 
Beaver or not, whatever be his nature :) 
In founds fo loud, and epithets fo foul, 
The diftant ky was blacken’d with my howl * ; 
Him, him it was my purpofe to purfue ; 

I need not fay for what—for well he knew. 
His time was ample, rich, and rank his pafture : 
He might have fill’d a thoufand bags with Caftor 
To blunt our rage. —Then be the chace more hot ; 
Tear, mangle, worry him who brought it not. 
This is a common caufe that needs no fpur, 

The caufe of every Caftor-loving cir !’ 

This comparifon of the fituation of a certain honourable gentleman 
with that of the Hunted Beaver, will by many be thought particu. 
larly happy ; while others who are perfuaded of the good and wirtu- 
ous motives which have prompted his purfuers to pre/s him hard, 
will be offended at the infinuation here meant to be conveyed. As 


to ourfelves, we pretend not to any opinion on the matter. A, 
t ’ 


Art. 45. The Odiad; or Battle of Humphries and Mendoza: a Heroic 
Poem. To which is added, a prefatory Difcourfe on Boxing. 8vo. 
1s.6d. Lowndes and Chriftie. 1788. 

The poet feems to laugh at his fubject, as well he may, both in 
his verfe and his profe panegyric on ‘ the gymnattic art of boxing.’ 
He has, however, one couplet which deferves to be quoted for its 
fingular felicity of expreffion : 

‘ Bold Humphries totters,—foil’d in ev’ry thwack— 
Head, eyes, ears, nofe, lips, teeth, loins, belly, back. 

The title of Odiad is taken from the name of the town, the gym- 

nafium on this occafion, Odiham, in Hamphhire. 


Art. 46. The Country Book-Club; a Poem. 4to. 4s. 6d. Lowndes. 
1788. 

_A pleafing defcription of a henstwed village, of a reading fo- 
ciety eftablifhed in it, and of what ufually paffes at their meetings. 

¢ have been particularly entertained by the poet’s recital of the 
poor, the very poor, curate’s joy on the fuccefs of his printed fer- 
mon, with the favourable report of it in the Reviews. The whole 
is well imagined, and agreeably difplayed, in a vein of eafy, natural 
humour, properly fuited to the fimplicity of the fcene, and the cha- 


* How can a Joa be faid to blacken the fy ? 
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racters introduced into the poem. The following lines, from the 
fketch of the curate, may be given as a {pecimen: 

« _For many years he walk’d his parifh rounds, 

And ferv’d tnree dift.ni cures for thirty pounds, 

And this, with fome few fhillings by the week, 

Ir teaching his rich Vicar’s children Greek, 

Was al] he ever gain’d of hard-earn’d pelf, 

To feed two orphan fifters, and himfelf. 

"}is faid, indeed, he was 1o very poor, 

That e’en the ftarving vagrant, near his door, 

Would hide his fickly face and wooden leg, 

And bravely ttagger by—afham’d to beg.—’ 

An etching, reprefenting the principal members of the club ata 

focial meeting, is given, by way of frontifpiece ; and itis not defti- 
tute of humour. 


Art. 47. Vulcan’s Rebuke. Submiffively addreffed to the Worfhipful 
Peter Pindar Efg. by his affeétionate Coufin Paul Juvenal, Gent, 
&c. &c. gto. 38. Scatcherd and Co. 1788. 

The moii ftriking proof that can be given of Peter Pindar’s pre- 
eminence, as a * man of rhimes,’ is his powerful attraction of the 
minor bards of the day, who follow him like the fmall birds that ufu- 
ally attend the flights of the kingly hawk... But let us defcend to a 
more familiar allufion, and af: a fair queftion. Why fhould Mafter 
Peter bear fo hard on a certain unfortunate gentleman on account of 
one folitary creeper? -He, who, himfelf, fo prodigioufly fwarms! 
?Tis aftonifhing what a multitude of thefe poetical vermin crawl about’ 
and feed on him! Surely it is impoffible for him to maintain them 
all! Some of them, we fear, are in a fituation not much better than 
that of Churchill’s Scotch {piders. 


DRAMATIC, 


Art. 48. Ximenes; a Tragedy. By Percival Stockdale. S8vo. 2s. 
Faulder. 1788. 

Inftead of this tragedy, we fincerely wifh our Author had given 
us a gth * fermon, for notwithitanding the ftrictures in a@ foregoing 
article, p. 57. he evidently merits more applaufe as a theological 
than asa dramatic writer. While we admire his ingenuoufne(s in 
telling us, shat the acceptance of his play was politely declined by Mr. 
Harris, the Manager of Covent Garden Theatre, and that his friend 
Mr Ferningham, doubted its theatrical /ucce/s, we were neceflarily led 
to fuipect that as a play it muft have fome defect. Our perufal of it 
has convinced us that the fufpicion was not ill founded. ‘The piece 
favours too much of his facred profeflion, and the fentiments and ex- 
preflions with which it abounds, are more calculated for the pulpit 
than the flage. There is nothing in it worthy the name of plot, 
little that can intereit us, and as little to entitle it to the name of @ 
tragedy. 


in 





* Vide account of his Eight Sermons in the preceding part of. 
this month’s Review. | 
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The chief buGnefs of this drama confilts in the Spaniards endea- 
yourine to conver’ the Moors to Chriftianity ; the fcene lies in Gra- 
nada 4 Spain. Ximenes, regent of Spain, a pious old man, takes 


reat pains, by prayer, and frequent quotations of Scripture phrafes,: 


- 


to enforce the perfualion of the evangelical doctrine. In the firft 
fcene of the fecond act, he enlarges on the bleffings of eternity, talks 
of ‘ the deathle/s regions’ where * we feall fee and know the Deity,” 
where ‘we /ball converfe avith worthy men made perfed,’ and 
range * through infinite creation,’ All the people of the court ufe 
fimilar language, and Giraldo, a Spanifh officer, begins his prayer 
to the Supreme Being with the awful addrefs—* Father of mercies 1? 

If there be any character in this piece which intereits us, it is Leo- 
nora, a Spanifh princefs, in love with Zaigri, a Moorifh prince. She is 
forbidden by her father to marry him, on account of his being an 
infidel ; but our apprehenfion for the deftiny of the lovers is foon re- 
moved by Zaigri becoming a profelyte to the Chriftian faith; his 
converfion being undertaken by the good Ximenes, who, adopting 
the language of St. Paul to Agrippa, firft interrogates him, ‘ Be- 
lieve/? thou this faith?’ and then exclaims, ‘ I know that thou bee 
liewef.? To which Zaigri, in the words of King Agrippa, replies, 
‘ Almoft thou perfuadef? me to be a Chriftian.’ Even the courtfhip 
between Zaigri and Leonora appears to have been theological and 
metaphyfical ; for the latter fays, 

‘ we fhould, there, converfe, 
As we were ufed, in facred dialogue, 
On virtue, on eternity, on God.’ 


Leonora, too, occafionally, prays moft fervently; and in the fublime 
language of devotion, calls on the * Father of the univerfe, the omni- 
Scient Author of the human frame, Se. 

The prayers and pious fentiments of the principal characters are 
all Jong and Jaboured; and we cannot but expre(s our furprife that it 
fhoula never occur to the Author (who has fhewn himf{clf by his 
writings to be a man of fenfe) during the progrefs of this devout 
compolition, that it would be totaily incongruous with the fcenes of 
a play-houfe, and ill calculated to pleafe the audience of a theatre. 
On ferious reflection, however, we make no doubt, he muft be con- 
vinced, that prayers, texts of Scripture, references to the Meffiah, 
catcalls, and the vociferous importunities of orange-women, toge- 
ther with the licentious clamours of the galleries, muft, when mixed 
together, form a moft heterogeneous medicy. An Inquifitor-general 
Is introduced on the ftage, who mercifully wifhes, for the benefit of 
the unbeliever, 


‘ To plant the horrid flake, to pile the fargot, 
To light the fire, and burn him into heaven—’ 


and could the actual reprefentation of an Auté da fé have been 
brought about, this piece would hive been better entitled to the ap- 
pellation of atragedy. At rreient, as we obferved before, there is 
little to render this term appropiiate. Te good Ximenes is indeed 
poifoned ; but as at our firft acquaintance with him he is old, and 
finking through natural infirmity to the grave, we are little affected 
by the en which haftens has diiiolution ; efpecially fince a 
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year elapfes from the time the poifon was firft given, and he fir. 
vives long enough to fay many good prayers, to propagate the Gof. 
pel, and terrify the Inquifitor-general, with threatening to make @ 
bonfire of him, and hang him up as high as Haman. 

On fuch a fingular drama it is impoflible to pafs any encomium, 
We fhall therefore take leave of our reverend Author, lamenting that 
he has fo mifapplied his talents, and recommending to him, fhould 
he ever be tempted to try his abilities again as a play writer, ftudi- 
oufly to avoid the ufe of Scripture language, which, fpouted from 
the mouths of tragedians, would by all be confidered as indecent, 


and by many as profane. A oly. 


Art. 49. Sele& Dramatic Pieces; fome of which have been aged 
on Provincial Theatres, others written for Private Performance, 
and Country Amufement. By Doctor Jodrell. 8vo, 6s. Boards, 
Lowndes. 1787. 

The dramatic pieces here feleéted are fix in number. The Board- 
tng School Mifs; One and All; The Difguife; The Mufico; Whi's 
afraid; and the Bulfe. ‘The laft of thefe titles wants explanation, 
and is therefore ill chofen. In the courfe of the piece, we are told 
that Fitzwarren, the day before he went away, placed in a vault, 
behind fome bricks, an iron cheft, containing a Bulfe of Diamond,, 
the richeft that ever came into this country; the perfon, who did 
this, having the fecret of knowing the value of Bul/es without open- 
ing them. ‘Thus the reader may form an idea of what is meant by 
the name given to the piece before us. The depofit was, it feems, 
intended as a provifion for the proprietor’s fon and daughter. The 
fon, not being in the fecret, was on the point of felling the houfe, 
with the concealed Bui/jz, and hence the difficulties in the courfe of 
the fable. As Dr. Jodrell has thovght proper to exhibit his com- 
plaint againft us, Reviewers, having, as he fays, experiericed great 
vicifitudes of cenfure and approbation; we will not, in his ab- 
fence from this kingdom *, fend after him a frefh caufe of difcon- 
tent. He bids defiance to our judgment and appeals to pofterity. 
To that tribunal we confign him, fincerely wifhing that his works, 
at fome period, however late, may have their day of trial. God 
fend him a good deliverance! We are ncither enemies to his pre- 
fent nor pofthumous fame. —21u— FZ 


Art. 50. The diftrefid Family; a Drama, in four Aas. Tranf.- 
lated from the French of Monfieur le Mercier. 8vo. 15. 6de 
Elliot and Co. 1787. 

As this piece was read by Monfieur le Texier, in Lifle-ftreet ; as 
the whole has been before a number of audiences, and the polite 
circles have already formed their judgment of the original, a formal 
criticifm may be difpenfed with; and we fhall only fay, that in 
the rank of tender and pathetic comedy, this piece is entitled toa 
diftinguifhed place. The fentimental drama, though not equal to 
the comic fpecies, which difplays the foibles and humours of man- 


- - - Le 





* Since the publication of his book, the author has been knight- 
ed ; and has failed to the Eaft Indies, in quality of phyfieian to the 
Nabob of Arcott, 
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kind, may yet, while it gives a true delineation of life, be received : 
ea with favour. It ferves the caufe of virtue, and on that account 1s | j 
valuable. The tranflation may, in general, be allowed to have done | 
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1M, juftice to the French writer, but is not always ee ak 
hat wex you! dear Charlotte, me ! The rule requires that it fhould be 
uld I. We only mention this that the writers of dialogue may hor 
idi- imagine that Prifcian’s head, becaufe itis broken in real life, fiould, | 
rom without occafion, fuffer in dramatic compolition. Bs : 
ey _ Art. 51- Imperfecd Hints towards a New Edition of Shakefpeare. 

, 4to. 4s. fewed. Robfon,&c. 1787. | 
ted This is an account of pictures, prints, and engravings, that re- : 
Ice, Jate to Shakefpeare, or have been taken from his plays. ‘The pro- | 
rds. feffed defign of the publication is to furnifh hints to the undertakers 

of Mr. Boydell’s edition ; the time being now at hand, as our author , 
rd. fays, when Shakefpeare’s works will receive every embellifhment of 
bo’s — grateful art; when a temple will be erected to his memory ; and when 
ion, the productions of the Britith artifts will receive an eternal afylum. 
old It is remarkable that this plan of uniting the filler-arts of poetry 
ult, and painting was firit fuggeited by Mr. Collins*, in his epiitie to | 
nas, Sir Thomas Hanmer: 
did «* O might fome verfe with h»ppieft fkill perfuade 
one Expreflive picture to adopt thine aid! 
t by What wondrous draughts might rife from ev’ry page! 
ms, What other Raphaels charm a diitant age ! 
The Me:hinks e’en now I view fome free defiga, 
ufe, Where breathing nature lives in ev’ry line: 
+ of Chafte and fubdued the modeit lights decay, 
ym- Steal into fhade, and mildly melt away. 
reat And fee where Anthony, in tears approv’d, 
ab- Guards the pale relics of the chief he low’d: 
On- ©’er the cold corfe the warrior feems to bend, 
uy. Deep funk in grief, and mourns his murder’d friend. 
rks, Still as they prefs, he calls on all around, 
sod Lifts the torn robe, and points the bleeding wound.” 
wait Mr. Collins purfues his plan through feveral of Shakefpeare’s | 
charafters. The idea was worthy of a poet, and is now happily , 
anf. —§ ‘revived, at atime when the artilts of Britain poflefs fancy, tatte, 
6d. and execution, ‘The account of the various pictures and engrav- 
Ings contained in the pamphlet before us, will, probably, furnith 
. as feveral valuable hints for the completion of the prefent laudable and 
lite extenfive defign ; which, we hope, when finifhed, will be an ho- ie 
mal nour to the literature and the artifts of our country, and the noble | 
+ in {pirit of Alderman Boydell. : 
ral hs B. A Second part of thefe Hints is juft-come to hand; but we iF 
: ve not yet peruled it. DB? 
jan- a , 
— 
sht- * For an account of his works, fee Review, vol. xxxii. Pe 293. 
the and vii. p. 82. 
Rev, July, 1788. G Art. 
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Art. 2. Remarks on the favourite Balldf of Cupid and Phebe, 
With fome Account of the Pantomime of the Ancients. , 12mo, 
3s.6d. Stockdale. 1788. ft 
An elegant little tract, abounding with obfervations of more 

importance than could be expected on a fubjeét, at the fir view, 

rather unpromifing. It is pleafant to fee the prefent ftate of our 
country in ose, but nicely touched. * Throughout the pre. 
fent reign, the patronage of the great, and more efpecially of the 
reateft, has conftantly promoted the advancement of the arts. Yet 

i their progrefs been oppofed by very hoftile circumftances. Civil 

fermentation and difquiet have often filled the minds ef men with 

faction, or inflamed them into rage; and aétual war, of fuch a 

nature as to drain, and apparently to exhault, the refources of the 

country, interpoted for a while a {till more dreadful obftacle. But 
the fecurity of peace has returned. Wealth has again increafed be. 
yond what was hoped; beyond what was imagined poflible. Vir. 
tuous attention has difcovered, and brought into aftion, the vigour 
of the ftate. We are refpected abroad, for our refources have been 
fhewn ; we are tranquil at home, for government poflefles, as it 
ought, the confidence of the people.’ ‘lhis is agreeable, becaofe 
it is true: and this is, certainly, the time for genius to exert itfelf, 
Good tafte is conneéted with morality ; and while the pleafures of 
mankind tend not only to gratification, but to the refinement of the 
anderftanding, great good is likely to enfue. We agree with the 
author in thefe fentiments. After ftating the progrefs of the arts, 
and the cultivation of our language, he proceeds to the little ballet 
which has lately attracted the public notice. The art of dancing, 
he fays, confilts of two parts, the gymnafiie, and the mimetic, or 
imitative. ‘The former is the effect of bodily vigour, and the love 
of exercife, refined in time to regular movements and fportive ele. 
gance. The fecond part confiits in imitation, conducted by regular 
geftures, and reprefenting events, paflions, and fituations. It may 
be divided into three fpecies ; the tragic, comic, and farcical. The 

Jaft has been difplayed in our partcmimes, but without regard to ele- 

ance. With the ancients, the dance, united with mufic, was em- 

ployed in the fervice of religion. Hence its dignity in former ages, 

At Rome, the priefts, who guarded the facred Anclia, were dene 

minated Salii. The mimetic dance was united with mufic in the 

chorus of the drama. Unmixed pantomime was unknown co the 

Greeks, but, under Auguiias, became fafhionable at Rome. The 

two former, viz. the ferious and comic, have heen revived by Je 

verre, and other artuits of his nation. Ze Picg is the Pytapes ade 
mued by the ancients; and Vefiris, the Baruyttius. In conf 
quence of poffeffing fuch artifts, the Ballet of Cupid and Pfyche ha 
been wonderfully performed. ‘The expreflion of looks and gefturti 
is an univerfal language, and its power has been fully exerted if 

this pantomime dance, where Vefris, like a real divinity, feems t 

touch the ground by choice, not by neceflity. After giving fom 

critical ftri¢tures on the performance at the Opera Houfe, the autho 
proceeds to relate the very fingular fable of Cupid and P/yche, whid 
forms the ground-work of Noverre’s pantomine. The ftory is 
where extant in any ancient writer, except Apuleius. It is _ 

cifully 
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tifully told in this pamphlet, to which we refer the reader of tafte : 
our limits not allowing a quotation at length, and to abridge it, were 
injaftice. if u— Ys 
Art. 53. Te Stone-eater, an Interlude: As it is acted at the The- 
atre Royal, Drury Lane. By C. Stuart. 8vo. 6d. Symonds. 
iain having undertaken to divert his Majefty’s 
fubjects with the facetious operation of grinding pebbles between 
his teeth, it is no wonder that the theatre, ever on the watch for 
novelty, fhould lay hold of this extraordinary phenomenon. In this 
little piece, a father believes that his daughter is to marry a ftone- 
eater, and is happy in the idea that he can eafily provide for his fon- 
in-law, Captain O*Thunder was born at Stoney Batter, and has 
lived by the Black Rock, near Dublin. This the old man fancies 
muff be the ftone-eater: but Captain Leek was born in Flintfhire : Jpo-t 
this muft be another ftone-eater. ‘To decide between them a col- 
lation of marble is ordered; and with fuch farcical and laughable 
mummery, a piece is made to fuit the manners, and perhaps the 
tafte, of the times. o 


Art. 54. it for Tat; a Comedy in three A&s. Performéd dt 
the Theatres Royal, Haymarket, Drury Lane, and Covent Gar- 
den, &c. 8vo. as. Dilly. 1788. 

This piece is taken from the French of Marivaux ; the original is 
called Le Feu del’ Amour et du Hazard: It is nota clofe or fervile 
tranflation, but we doubr whether, in the transfufion, fome of the 
{pirit has not evaporated. Marivaux fhines in delicacy of fenti- 
ment, and his expreflion is elegant. The hinge, on which the fa- 
ble turns, is the fame in both plays. An old father is wifhing to 
give his daughter in marriage to his friend’s fon, and neither he nor 
the daughter has ever feen the fon. The match is to be concluded 
if the young couple like each other. To try this experiment, the 
daughter, with her father’s confent, changes clothes with her maid, 
who is to perfonate the gentlewoman, while her miftrefs in difguife 
is to obferve the lover. She accordingly prepares: the lover arrives, 
having taken a fimilar refolution. His man reprefents the gentle- 
man, and the matter pafles for the fervant. The incidents, that 
grow out of this contrivance, form the fable; and a fable of the 
fort which, with a variety of fituations, and occafional mifunder- 


ftanding between the parties, may furnith a pleafing entertainment 
on the ftage, eo 


NoveELs. , 


Art. 55. The Effeds of the Pafions; or, Memoirs of Floricourt: 
From the French. 12mo. 3 Vols. gs. fewed. Vernor. 1788. | 
Our friends and neighbours, the French (we date our friendthip 
from the fettling of the commercial treaty), have ever, in their 
writings, reprefented the paffions with a more than ordinary degree 
of fill. In proof of this we may refer to the romances of J. je 
Rouffeau, Crebillon, le Jeune, the Abbé Prevoft, &c. &c. In the | 
prefent performance, the wild and ungovernable impulfes of youth, | 
together with their ae are delineated with wobthuedie | 
2 fire : 
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fire and {pirit. The writer is evidently a perfon of fenfibility, andg 
nice obferver of the conduct of mankind. 

"The {ceae of this novel is frequently in one or other of the mo. 
nafleries of France. Of this. kind of inftitution the author appears 
to be a bitter and implacable enemy. He has drawn a very dread. 
ful picture of the miferies ‘to which the occupiers of thefe fepulchres of 
the living are fubjeéted, at the caprice of thole who are ttyled fupe. 
riors of the place. How far the reprefentation may be faithful, we 
cannot wholly determine. We hope, however, that the colourin 
is heightened ; and that it is fomewhat beyond the exact truth. The 
tranflation is of a fuperior cait. A.B, 


Art. 66. Heloife; or, the Siege of Rhodes. A Legendary Tale, by 
the Author of Maria *, or, the generous Ruittic. Small 8yo, 
2 Vols. 3s. 6d. Boards. Elliot, &c. 1788. ° 
Though the author of thefe little volumes has with-held his 
name, he is, notwithitanding, like he beautiful fair defcribed by 


Terence, 














Ubi, ubi ef, diu celari non poteft. 
Merit will force its way, and Mr. Berkley is now well known to be 
the perfon who has obliged the public with this moit agreeable no. 
vel; very different from the trath that iffues from the prefs, under 
the title of CRUEL FATHERS, REFORMED RAKES, and CONSTant 
Lovers. ‘The prattice of virtue is here inculcated, and the truth 
of imitation preferved. The fcene is laid in the days of chivalry, 
and the adventures are {uch as might happen in feudal times. The 
incidents are contrived with art; the diction is elegant, yet, natural; 
the fentiments are always interefting, often pathetic, and fometime: 
fublime If the celebrated Bifhop Berkley was, in fact, the auth 
of Gandentio di Lucca, it is palpable, from this work, that a conf 
derable portion of xtherial fire has defcended to the grandfon. Mr. 
‘Berkley needed no apology for his work appearing in the form ofa 
novel: Montefquieu, Jobnfon, and others of that clafs, have ap- 
peared before him on the fame fairy ground. The following paflage 
may ferve as a fpecimen of the author’s tafte and manner: * Whilf 
he ftopped to refrefh his fteed at a fmall cottage, an old peafant ap- 
proached him, whofe hoary locks and emaciated figure pleaded 
ftrongly in his favour: he extended his hand to folicit charity, but 
knowing human nature, he extended it with doubt. A big tew 
‘gliftened in his eye, uncertain whether it was to fall, as the sribut 
of Gratitude, or as the efxfron of Difappointment. He was relieved; 
th@ear fell, but it was nox loft; it was recorded in the prefence of 
him, who inculcates the practice, and will reward the exertions, @ 
charity.” Thefe are the delicate touches, that diftinguifh Mr. Berk 


ley. Ex’ pede Herculem. Aua- y! 


MIscELLANEOUWS, 


Art. 57, Yhe Country Curate, or Letters from Clericus to Benevt 
| dus, 12M0. 25. fewed. Longman, &c. 1788. le 

This Country Curate is intended to refemble the famous Yoritk 

of benevolent and facetious memory. Each of his letters conta 


ee eat 
















* See Review, vol. Ixxi. p. 387. 
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fome flight adventure, calculated to introduce a {mall tale of a pa- 
thetic turn, touched off in the evanefcent manner of Sterne: and to 
fuch as never read Triffram Shandy, and the Sentimental Journey, if 
any fuch there are, they may appear more eafy and natural, than to 
thofe who perceive the traces of imitation, down to the very un- 
meaning breaks and dafhes, that begin, end, and divide every pa- 
ragraph, to no better purpofe than to difguft the Reader at the fervility 
of the Writer. If a man has any thing to offer to the public atten- 
tion, his ow manner, it is to be hoped, will fit much more be- 
comingly on him, than any affectation or mimicry whatever. 


a 
Art. 58. The Affectionate Father, a Sentimental Comedy: together 
with Effays on various Subje&s. By James Nelfon, Author of an 

Effay on the Government of Children*. 8vo. 5s. fewed. 

Dodfley. 1786. 

[An accident has delayed the appearance of this Article. } 

The moral of this Comedy is worthy of the pen of a writer, who 
has at heart the true intereft of his fellow-creatures. It teaches, in the 
words of the Author, that ‘ virtuous principles produce virtuous 
a@tions ; and virtuous actions are the fureft ground on which to build 
the happinefs of fociety.”, Mr. Nel!fon’s fcenes aim at the nobleft 
end, and in a moral fenfe are fuperior to the wit and briliiancy of a 
Congreve, Whether the plot is conducted with that dramatic arti- 
fice, which enfures fuccefs on the flage, need not be made a quef- 
tion, when the piece is only offered to the reader in his clofet. This 
mode of conveying inftruction is well chofen ; the characters are pro-_ 
duced in action, and may therefore be attended with a better effect 
than in the way of eflay-writing. On the other fubjects, not fufcept- 
ible of the dramatic form, Mr, Nelfon has given feveral differcations +, 
and made an ufeful mifcellaneous collection. ‘Che liit of his fub- 
{cribers is numerous, and may be confidered as an honourable fuf- 
frage to the character of a man, who employs his moments of relaxa- 
= from bufinefs in works that may contribute to the entertainment, 
and cer vi i . is re: 

tainly avz// to the morals and inftruction, of his reaners af a, 


Art. 59. Differtations on the Origin, Nature, and Pur/uits of intelli- 
gent Beings; and on Divine Providence, Religion, and religious 
Worfhip: in the Courfe of which, the Honour and Dignity of the 
Supreme Being is vindicated from the abfurd, if not impious Sup- 
pofition, that by a particular or partial Providence, he interferes, 
influences, and direéts the Thoughts and Determinations of Indi- 
viduals, and the political Government, Changes, and Events of 
States and Kingdoms. To which is added, A neceflary and moft- 





* See Review, vol. ix. p. 161. 

t The titles of thefe are, ‘ Refleftions on Men and Manners.’ 
‘On the Danger of Copper Veffels.? * Letter to Mr. Gilpin, on 
the Hobby-horfe.’ < Dialogue between a Painter and a Cheefe- 
monger.” * Seven Letters to Mr. Nelfon, relative to the high Price 
of Provifions.? * Memoirs of Mifs Anaftafia Robinfon, afterwards 
Countefs of Peterborow.’ * Memoirs of Henry Mill, Efq.? And, 

An Effay on Duelling.’ 
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equitable Suggeftion and Plan for the Relief of the prefent Exi. 

gencies of the State, the Burdens of the People, and a more ho. 

nourable Mode for fupporting the Clergy. Alfo an effential 

Sketch for a more rational Form of Worfhip, and a new Liturgy, 

By J. Z. Holwell, F. R. S. Moft humbly infcribed, with all 

Duty, Loyalty, and Reverence, to the King (as fupreme Head 

of the Church), and the Legiflature of Great Britain and Ireland, 

8vo. 2s.6d. Cadell, &c. 

We fhould leave this fingular performance to fpeak for itfelf, in 
the above preamble, if the Author had not omitted to inform the 
Public, that the firit principle on which his plans proceed is, that 
men are fallen angels, condemned to fuffer in human bodies for the 
fins of theirs former ftate. According to Mr. H. every man. is pof. 
feffed by, or rather is, an evi/ /pirit, and the true caufe of all the 
corruptions and miferies we complain of is—that the devil is in us 
aJl. Perhaps the world will be difpofed to give our Author the retort 
courteous, when they are informed, that the firft propofition in his 
plan for the reformation of the church is, that the dignified clergy of 
every denomination fhall be divefted of all rank, precedence, and 
title, in church and ftate, faving and except that of Do@or of Divi- 
nity, which fhall be commen to all the clergy.—This is leveliing with 
a witnefs! We give Mr. H. much crecit for his good intentions ; 
but we would advife him to leave the work of reformation to cooler 
heads. 


6 
Art. 60. Memoirs of an Englifob Miffionary to the Coaft of Guinea; 
who went thither for the fole Purpofe of converting the Negroes 
to Chriftianity. 8vo. 1s. Shepperfon and Reynolds. 1788. 
Extraéted from the Rev. Mr. Thompfon’s Account, firft publith- 
ed in 1758; fee Rev. vol. xx. p. 81. This abridgment affords us 
but little information with refpeét to the capacity of the Negroes for 
mental improvement. ‘Their extreme ignorance, and their deplor- 
able fuperftitions, feem indeed almoft, if not abfolutely, infurmount- 
able obftacles to the task of religious converfion, efpecially in their 
own country. If any great good is to be done in this way, we fup- 
pofe it muft be where they are held in flavery, under Chriftian 
mafters and judicious inftructors. But of this matter the Writer of 
the prefent article confefles himfelf an incompetent judge, having no 
perional acquaintance with the Welt Indies, or any other places 
where that {pecies of fervitude is known. 


Art. 61. Memoirs of the late War in Afa. With a Narrative of the 
Imprifonment and Sufferings of our Officers and Soldiers. By an 
Officer of Colonel Baillie’s Detachment. 8vo. 2 Vols. 125. 
Boards. Murray. 1788. 

The anonymous Author of this work declares it to be « the object 
of thefe Memoirs, (at the fame time that they illuftrate the conneétion 
of military affairs with politics, the nature and relations of different 
actions to one another, and their influence on the general refult of 
the war ;) to defcribe not only our own, but the er and addrefs 
of our enemies, and to particularife the merits and the hardfhips of 
our countrymen, and others in our fervice; for the promotion of 
their 
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~ intereft, if they have furvived their fufferings, for perpetuating 
poe ne if Posen Ao not; and in both cafes, for the fatisfaction 
or confolation of their anxious relations and friends.’ 

The volumes accordingly contain rather plain joarnals of events, 
than details of the cabinet caufes of thofe events; and the relations 
are highly favourable to the Indian adminiftration of Mr. Haftings. 
The mifcelaneous nature of the tranfaétions will render them efpe- 
cially amufing to thofe to whom Oriental affairs are intereftings 
though the language may not always exhibit them to the beft advan- 
tage. The narratives of the brutal treatment of fuch of our country- 
men as were captured by thofe favage tyrants, Hyder Ali, and his 
fon Tippoo Saib, extracts from which have appeared in many of the 
periodical prints, will affect every heart fufceptible of humane im- 

refions. Several characters, both European and Afiatic, are intro- 
duced, and defcribed with great freedom ; and fome Eaftern cuftome 
and fcenes are delineated, particularly a vifit received by a Maho- 
metan gentleman from an Englifh officer, to whom he was under pe- 
culiar obligations, and whom he admiited into his haram, and pre- 
fented to his wives and family:—a mof extraordinary inftance of 
condefcenfion, indeed ! 

#,* An index to this book is wanted, for occafional confultation : 
No work of any confequence fhould be laid before the Public with 


this deficiency. AH. 


Art. 62. 4 foort Account of the Prince of Wales’s Iftand, or Pulo Pee- 
nang, in the Eaft Indies, given to Capt. Light by the King of 
uedah. Ornamented with an elegant Engraving, reprefenting 

a View of the North Point of the Prince of Wales’s Mland, and 

the Ceremony cf Chriflening it. Taken on the Spot by Elifha 

Trapaud, Eig; Captain in the Engineer Corps on the Madras 

Eftablifhment. Alfo a Chart, including the Pian of the Iland. 

8vo. 2s. 6d. fewed. Stockdale. 1788. 

The ifland of Pulo Peenang came to Capt. Light as a marriage 
portion with a Princefs of the royal houfe of Quedah, a kingdom on 
the coat of Malaya. Capt. Light had affilted the King in quelling 
fome troubles in his dominions, and received this diftinguifhed re- 
ward for his fervices, In recommendation of the ifland, we under- 
fland that it affords a convenient fhelter for our fhips during tem- 
peftuous weather, at the thifting of the monfoons, when our fhips are 
obliged to quit the coaft of Coromandel, where there is no harbour 
to protect them, and go round to Bombay, particularly if they have 
occafion to refit in time of war: whereas, by the quantity of wood on 
the ifland, even fhips of war may winter and refit here. Many other 
advantages are pointed out, that invite us to fettle and cultivate thie 
fpot, both of a commercial and political nature: and the Eaft India 
Company, we are informed, offer enceuragement for this purpofe. 

Among Mr. Dalrymple’s valuable charts, is one of the Strait be- 
tween Pulo Peenang and the adjacent coaft of Quedah, which is 
added to the above pamphlet for thofe purchafers who chufe it, at 


the additional price of fixpence. - + 
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MEDICAL. 


Art. 63. Some Account of the Walton Water, near 7 ewhkefoury With 
Thoughts.on the Ule and Difeafes of the Lymphatic Glands. By 
James johnitone, M.D. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Cadell. 1787. ; 
Accordit gto Dr. Johnftone’s analyfis, the Walton water contains a 

fmall quanuty of iron diffolved in fixed air, abforbent earth diffolved 

in hepatic air, vitriolated mineral alkali, vitriolated magnefia, and 
muriated mineral alkali. We could have wiflied that the learned 

Author had afcertained the’quantities of the component parts of the 

water; its qualities are, however, accurately determined, and ex. 

perience afcertains the dofe much better than theory could co. 

‘The water is principally efficacious in glandular difeafes, efpe- 
cially in their obftructions, ‘This circumftance leads the Author to 
offer fome thoughts on the ufe and difeafes of the lymphatic glands ; 
he thinks that the ufe of thefe glands is to intercept, as fponges, and 
to alter, as digeftive organs, whatever is unfit to enter into the mafs 
of blood. In ordinary cafes this is effected without obdftruction, but 
in extraordinary cafes the no’ ious matter remains in the gland, de- 
ftroys its powers, fubftance, and organization, and by re-abforption, 
contaminates the habit. Ps J — 
Art. 64. The Gentleman's experienced Farrier; containing the Me- 

thods* gf Diet, Exercife, Bleeding, Purging, &c. of Horfes;— 

the Anatomical Parts defcribed ;—-the Diforders incident to Horfes, 
ané their refpective Cures, &c. By William Fofter, Farrier. 8vo. 
6s. fewed. Robinfons. 

In this age, when the arts are making a daily and-tapid progrefs. 
toward perfection, we expected to find that a treatife on farriery 
would have contained the Jatelt improvements of the art, In this 
performance, we meet with feveral good direGtions, but few, if any 
of them, are new. ‘The modern prattice, for inftance, of treating 
bruifes, and the ufe of Goulard’s extract as a moft powerful refolyent 
and difcutient, ought at leaft to have been mentioned. 6 


6 
Art. 65. The Geutleman’s Stable Dire&ory; or, Modern Syftem of 
Farriery, Comprehending the prefent entire improved Mode of 
Practice ; containing all the molt valuable Prefcriptions and ap- 
proved Remedies, &c. ic. By William Taplin, Surgeon. &vo. 
5s. Boards. Keariley. 1788. 
If the qualifications of a farrier confit in abufing preceding au- 
thors on the fame fubject, and in boatting his own fuperiorx fkill, Mr. 
aplin mutt be placed in a very diltinguifhed point of,view. His 
abilities, as a theoretical farrier, are unknown to us, becaufe he has 
aimoit wholly confined himfelf, in this publication, to the practice 
of the art:—In fome inftances, indeed, he attempts the invetti- 
gation of the caufes and the theory of difeafes; but in thefe he fre- 
quently errs, A remarkable example of this occurs in p- 228, 
where, treating of the jaundice, he ta’ks of the gall-bladder. When 
we ftudied equeftrian anatomy, a horfe had no gall-bladder: but 
perhaps Mr. ‘Taplin will fay with the man in the farce It ufed to 
be fo, but the college have altered that matter now.’’” 
Though we have difcovered this, and fome other flips, we cannot 
pafs a general cenfure on the performance before us, Moit of Mr. 
7 | Taplis’¢ 
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Taplin’s practical direétions are excellent, efpecially thofe which re- 


Jate to feeding, and condition, and bleeding. As to purging, though 
we are inclined to doubt the propriety of the practice, from the 
length and ftructure of the inteitinal canal, and from the difficulty as 
well as the danger of the operation, yet, fpeaking from practical ex- 
erience, we muft admit its good effects; we muft alfo acknowlege 
that Mr. T'aplin’s receipts, according to the trials which we have 
made of them, are good ones. 

We fhall not enumerate all the particulats of Mr. Taplin’s prac- 
tice: we could have wifhed to have feen more of theory, and _lefs 


diftation. ‘The bouk is neverthelels a good one. De 


Art. 66. Fir/f? Lines of the Theory and Pra@ice in Venereal Difeafes. 
‘By William Nifbet, M. D. Fellow of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons at Edinburgh. $8vo. 5s. Boards. Elliot, &c. 1787. | 
The numerous capital wérks which many able authors have pab- 

lifhed concerning this malady, feem, in the opinion of feveral writ- 

ers, infufficient for explaining the nature of the difeafe, or for giving 
the neceflary inftructions to the tyro, for forming a rational method of 

cure. ‘The prefent performance appears to be the production of a 

young writer, who difplays an intimate knowlege of the fubjeét, and 

gives fome ufeful practical directions for its cure. We wifh we could 
ftop here ; but we are under the neceflity of denying our affent to the 
greatelt part of the Author’s philofophy concerning the mode of 
the operation of mercury in curing venereal complaints. It is 
a dark and intricate fubjeét, and ought to be treated only by fuch 
as have made the more abitrufe parts of natural philofophy, che- 
miftry, anatomy, &c. &c. their peculiar ftudy. Mercury, which is 
at leaft ten times the fpecific gravity of the blood, muft, on its in- 
trodu€tion into that. moving fluid, confiderably increafe its mo- 
mentum, and confequently the fymptoms which fucceed the ufe of 
uickfilver ought to be referred to the momentum of the blood. Few 
phyfiologifts, however, in explaining the circulation of the blood, 
and the effecis produced by it, have ever taken the momentum into 


confideration. DB o 


Art. 67. Curfory Remarks on the New Pharmaccpaia. By Liquor 
Volatilis Cornu-Cervi. 8vo. 1s. Stalker. 1788. 
Abufe of the College and Dr. Healde,,fhould have been the title of 
this {currilous pamphlet, which is below criticifm. ahd 
’ 


Art. 68. Obferwations on the Medical Pra&ice of Dr. Brown; or, 
An Inquiry into the Abufe of Stimulants in Fevers. 8vo. 15. 
Gardner, 1788. 

Dr. Brown’s practice being built on an hypothefis contrary to that 
which has lately been maintained by the Edinburgh profeffors, it is 
no wonder that his doétrine fhould be oppofed by the difciples of 
thofe from whom he diffents. ‘The Author of the pamphlet before 
us reprobates the praStice of giving opium in fevers; he mentions 
alfo the harm that may enfue from the ufe of wine; but on this fub- 
ject he is a little more moderate, probably becaufe many of the Edin- 
burgh profeffors have acknowleged its efficacy in certain fpecies of 
fevers, Although every rational praftitioner muft in general difap- 
prove the Brunonian dottrine, yet many fevers (we believe the 
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greateft part of them), in this country at leaft, require a liberal ufe 
of cordials and ftimulants: but in faying this we are alfo aware that 
exceflive quantities may be attended with the mot fatal confequences, 
It is ne lefs an old than a true adage, Omne aimium nocet. 


ANTIQUITIES, HERALDRY, &e. 


Art. 69. Prefwich’s Refpublica; or a Difplay of the Honours, Cere, 
monies, and Enfigns of the Commonwealth under the Protector. 
thip of Oliver Cromwell, &c. 40. 75.6d. Boards. Nichols. 1787, 
The firft article ia this colle&ion is a genealogical table, in which 

Geomwell is derived from Blethin ap Kynvyn, prince of Powis. The 

{urname of Cromwell was introduced into the family by William, the 

Proteftor’s great grandfather, who married the fitter of Thomas 

Crumwell, Earl of Effex. The fon of this marriage was furnamed 

Cromwell. He was gentleman of the privy chamber to Henry VIII. 
The fecond article is an account of the ceremony of the very fo. 

Jemn inveftiture and inftallation of Oliver into the prote&orfhip. The 

title fays, written by me Edmund Preftwich, of the city of Lon. 

don, an eye and ear witnefs to all that paffed on this glorious occa; 
fion.’ Then follow the defcriptions of the flags and armorial bear- 
ings of 438 commanders and captains of companies in the army of 
the commonwealthe=a lift of the provincial governors—an account 
of the military eflablifhment—a lift of the navy—a lift, titled, * the 

loyalift’s bloody roll, or a lift of the lords, baronets, knights, &c. 

with their king and archbifhop, that were flain in the late wars, or 

executed by the high courts of juftice,’—another lift, titled, « the 
names and armorial bearings of fundry noble and worthy perfonages 
in the commonwealth, with fome account of their families.’ 

The next article defcribes the death and funeral of Oliver Crom- 
well, with engravings of the funeral enfigns of honour which were 
carried in the proceffion. ‘To this is fubjoined a lift of the members 
of the parliament which began January 1658 and was diffolved April 
1659, being the laft parliament of the commonwealth, 

The next article is a treatife on the Englith conftitution and go- 
vernment/ at the conclufion of which we find a very minute and par- 
ticular account of the prefent royal family, with the arms of all its 
branches. 

The volume concludes with a few articles of a work, called ¢ the 

Mebetical Roll.’ This is a curious performance, and mutt be ac- 
ceptable to genealogifts and heralds. It contains the names and a 
fhort hiftory of the moft refpectable families in England, with a de- 
fcription of their arms. This roll extends no farther than to 4/pia- 
ball; but the remainder of the alphabet is promifed in the fecond vo- 
Iume: and in the mean time the communications of the curious are 
requefted by the Author, Sir John Prefiwich, direGed either to him- 
felt at. Bath, or his publifher in London. Be 


THEOLOGY, &. 


Art. 70. A foort Difcourfe on the Sabbath: By a Member of the 
Society for promoting Chriftian Knowlege. 12mo. 2d. of 
rzs. per100. Johnfon. 1787. 

Serious without enthufiafm, and plain without meannefe; there- 
fore well adapted to the defign for which it was written, 
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Art. 71. 4 Letter to the Caput of the Univerfity of Cambridge, on 
the Rejection of the Grace for abolifhing Subfcription, By a Mem-~ 
ber of the Senate. 8vo.1s. Johnfon. 1788. 

This is a {pirited, fenfible, and well-written remonftrance, The 
author confiders the pafling of a rejection (Dec. Il, 1787) in the 
caput, to a grace for the removal of fubfcription to the thirty-nine 
articles, at the time of taking the degree of Bachelor of Arts, asa 
defpotic exertion of an arbitrary power, velted in the caput in dark 
and agbigrary times. What apology the refpectable body, againft 
whom ib charge is brought, may chufe to offer for themfelves, we 
cann8f take on us to fay. Confidering the matter in the light of a 
general queftion, in which the public is materially interefted, we 
mut, however, exprefs our hearty concurrence with the anonymous 
author of this letter, in the opinion, that the requifition of fub- 
fription at the time of conferring degrees, is an encumbrance on 
learning, and a fnare to integrity, which, in the prefent ftate of 
knowlege, might without the {malleft inconvenience, or hazard, be 


abolifhed. P 


Art. 72. A Recommendation of Brotherly-love, on the Principles of 
Chriftianity. To which is fubjoined, an Enquiry into the true 
Defign of the Inftitution of Mafonry. By James Wright, A. M. 
Minifter at Maybote. 8vo. 43. Boards. Edinburgh, printed. 
London, fold by Murray. 

The general fubjeéts of the treatife are, the obligations of bro- 
therly-love ; its nature and proper expreffions ; with the pleafures 


_which flow from it. Thefe fubjeéts are confidered and illuftrated 


with good fenfe, judgment, and animation. ‘The author difcovers 
apious, a benevolent, and a liberal mind. He appears to be a 
friend to peace and liberty, and all the real interefts of mankind. 
They who perufe his book can hardly avoid the with at leaft to cul. 
tivate the {pirit and purfue the practice it recommends. ‘The argu- 
ments are powerful, and the ftyle and manner, on the whole, are 
agreeable. Yet, it muft be faid, that there is fometimes too much 
appearance of negligence, or too much repetition of the fame 
thoughts ; perhaps, occafioned by the differtations having originally 
borne the form of fermons ; compoiitions which require to be fome- 
times diffufive in order to be the more ufeful. 

The latter part of this work is devoted to the fraternity of Free« 
Mafons. Brotherly-love, it may be thought, has no more immediate 
or neceffary connection with Mafonry than with other arts or focie- 
ties among mankind. Nay, it might be apprehended that fuch an 
affociation would promote too much a kind of party-fpirit, and 
abridge or prevent fuitable regards to the human race in general, 
On this point we fhall not determine. We have not the honour to 
rank with the Brethren of the Trowel. Our author, we conclude, 
1s one of the initiated: he delivers to them fome excellent ad- 
vice; but his principal purpofe is to point out a method by which 
he thinks their infitution might be rendered of the moft extenfive 
and important fervice: it is by making it a means of {preading the 
chriftian doétrine among thofe who are at prefent unacquainted 
with it. He apprehends that a book on drotherly-love, as a branch 
Of chriftianity, could be eafily introduced to the acquaintance of the 

Brethren 
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Brethren of all mafon-lodges, which, being to be found in almoft 
every part of the world, might thus prove of ufe in propagating the 
religion of Jefus* ! , 

Mr. Wright, poflibly, may have a view to bis own book; and we 
do not think it ill calculated for the purpofe ; but it mutt be tranf. 
lated into different languages.— Whatever are his particular views, 
his yeneral intention, whether vifionary or folid, is undoubtedly 
good ; and we heartily and fervently wifh well to whatever may con- 
tribute in a {maller or larger meafure to the comfort and welfare of 


mankind. . 


4 
Art. 73. Social Religion exemplified, in 2n Account of the firft Set- 
tlements of Chriftianity in the City of Caerludd. Written ori- 
inally by the Rev. Matthias Morrice. Fourth Edition. Re- 
' vifed by Edward Williams. Small 8vo. 3s. Shrewfbury printed: 

London, fold by Longman. 

This book, we are told, has been long out of print, and much 
jog after, by perfons of different religious fentiments and per- 
fuafions. Mr. Morrice, the author, was a diflenting minifter, firt 
in South Wales, his native country, and afterward at Rothwell, in 
Northamptonfhire, at which place he finiihed his cays, in the year 
1738. The work is, in fact,.a view of the difcipline, form of go- 
vernment, and religious worfhip among thofe chriftian churches 
which are termed congregational, or independent. We make no doubt 
that Mr. Morrice was a man of real piety and goodnefs ;—that he 
brad a warm and zealous attachment to the fentiments and mode, 
which are here fo particularly defcribed, is fufficiently apparent from 
this performance. It carries fome face of originality, and may be 
perufed with entertainment and improvement by thofe who do not 
concur in al] the author’s opinions. ‘Ihere is fomewhat ingenious 
in this plan, which is laid in the very early times of chriftianity, and 
fuppofes that two gentlemen (pagans) traveiling from Caer-ludd 
(London) into Wales, there fell into the company of ome chriffians, 
and were introduced to their worfhipping affembly, by which means 
they were converted, and were afterward the caufe of erecting a 
chriftian church in the city to which they returned. If we have been 
sather amufed and pleafed in running through the volume, and 
think there feems more of chriflian fimplicity in the fcheme than in 
that of fome other churches which might be named; if alfo we 
can make allowance for the tenacioufnefs which is exprefied or im- 
plied as to that fide of difputable points which has been accounted 
erthedox ; atthe fame time we cannot withhold our difapprobation 
and our cenfure of the treatment, which fome perfons, in the church 
at Caer-ludd, are faid to have met with, for what were deemed 
beretical opinions, and which proceeded to excommunication.—It, 
may be urged, indeed, that the’ harfheft meafures here faid to be 
employed, and employed with a great appearance of humanity, are 
far preferable to fpiritual courts and ftar-chambers.—But when once 


———> 





* How far this would be confiftent with the original fundamental 
principles of the fociety, which is faid to be much older than 
chriftianity, we know not, 
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-. kind of authority is admitted, who can fay to what extent it may 


th 


reach,—?#/ there is but the power ? 


The editor has corrected and abridged the work, and added to it 
accafsonal notes, together with an index particularly relative to Brir 
tith or Welth words, and alfo a preiace containing fome account of 
the author. He obierves that the dialogues were not origina:!y com- 
ofed, and are not now publifhed, to folicit applaufe, but to 
promote the moft fubftantiai interests of mankind ; the low and il- 
jiterate not excepted. To the improvement of the latter, he fays, 
this familiar treatife has a peculiar ref{pect : and to this, we appre- 
hend, it may contribute—except in fuch cafes as that we have 
mentioned before, and which, in our view, have a tendency to pro- 
mote a narrow, bigotted, and uncharitable {pirit. , 


o 
Art. 74. Sermons on various Subjeds. Publithed for the pensit of 
the General Hofpital in Bath. By the Rev. Lancelot St. Albyn, 

A. M. Re&or of Paracombe, Devon, &c. 8vo. 5s. Boards. 

Robinfons. : 

The contents of this volume are as follows; I. The nature of 
truth, John xviii. 38. II. Duties arifing from the knowlege of 
the true God, 1 Kings xvill. 39. III. Interefted motives allowable 
in religion, Jobi. g. 1V. Bleffednefs of faith, John xx. 29. V. 
Union between moral and pofitive duties, Matth. xxi. 23. VI. 
Happinefs of felf approbation, Rom. xiv. 22. VII. Danger of felf- 
juftification, Luke x. 29g. VIII. The rich ruler, Luke xviii. 23. 
IX. Peter’s repentance, Matth. xxvi. 75.° X. Jofeph’s advice to 
his brethren, Gen. xlv. 24. XI. Mofes’s teft of his divine com- 
mifion: a vilitation fermon, Numb. xvi. 29. XII.’ Chrift cru- 
cified, the power of God, and the wifdom of God, 1 Cor. 1. 23, 24. 
XIII. Analogy between the Jewifh-paflover and the Lord’s fupper, 
Exod. xii. 26. XIV. Shortnefs and mifery of human life, Gen. 
xlvii. g. XV. Patience of Job, fapported hy the hope of a refur- 
rection. Job xiv. 14. 

The immediate defign with which thefe fermons are made pub- 
lic, would futficiently forbid any ob/ervations that might retard their 
fale, were we difpofed to make them. They were not written, the 
auther fays, with even the mott diftant thoucht of being ever fub- 
mitted to the public eye: but feparate from the laudable purpofe of 


‘afiting an uleful charity, the difcourfes themfelves are, in gene- 


ral, well written, edifying, and perfuafive. We might perhaps 
object to fome paffages ; but, on the whole, we think thefe difcouries 
juitly entitled to our approbation, as compofiticns well calculated for 


general utility. FD 4 


Art. 75. Sermons en evangelical and prafical Subje@s. By the late 
Rev. Thomas Gibbons, D. D. in three Vols. $vo. 12s. Boards. 
Buckland. 1787. 

Thofe who have had any acquaintance with Dr. Gibbons, will ex-, 
pect that thefe difcourfes fhould be guided by a fyitem, and thet 
fyftem Calviniftic. Such they will be found, as to the doétrinal part, 
butt fhould alfo be faid, that they are direéted to a praétical pur- 
pofe, and tend to form the heart te piety and coodnels. The ftyle 
s ‘plain, and, on the whole, properly adanpied co the pulpit. If the 
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O4 Montnury Caratocue, Theology: 


fermons are not diftinguithed by depth of thought or ftrength of 
reafoning, they are often pathetic, affectionate, and perfuafive, 
Though fcriptural, they are not critical ; bat rather take texts in a 

pular fenfe, without regarding that different and real meaning 
which farther attention might affign ; they are not, however, with. 
out the appearance of being produced by a man of fome tafte and 
learning ; fuch as the author was known to poflefs. Fourteen dif. 
courfes in the firft volume are from Titus iil. iv. v. vi. vil. But after 
that the kindne/s and love of God our Saviour, &c. XV. Early ae. 
guaintance with the fcriptures: 2 Zim. iil. 15. And that froma 
child, &c. XVI. Returning to the Lord. Jer. 1. 4, 5. In thon 
days, and at that time, faith the Lord, &c. XVII. Fobm xv. 4, 
Herejnitis my father glorified that ye bear much fruit, &c. Vol. 2nd, 
XVAN Univerfal holinefs. 1 Cor. xv. 58. Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye fedfaft, &c. XIX. Human life fhort and uncer- 
tain. Jamesiv. 14. XX. Acrucified Saviour. ohn xii. 32. And 
if Ibe lifted up, &c. XXI. The Lord’s fupper. 1 Cor. xi. 24, 

XII. A chriftian church. 1 Cor. i. 2. Unto the church, &c. 
XXIII, XXIV. Spiritual bleffings. J/aiah xii. 2. XXV. The 
{cape goat. Levit. xvi. 21,22. And Aaron fhall lay both hands, &e, 
XXVI, XXVII. Divine condefcenfion. J/aiah Ivii. 15. For thus 
faith the High and Lofty One, &c. XXVIII. Perfeverance. Phil. 
ii. 13, 14. Brethren, I count not my/felf to have apprebended, &c. 
XXIX, XXX, XXXI._ Benefits of godlinefs. 1 Tim. iv. 8. God- 
linefs is, &c. Vol. 3d. XXXII. Unfeen things. 2 Cor, iv. 18, 
While we look mot, &. XXXII], XXXIV. Family government. 
Gen. 18, 19. For L know him, that he will command, &c. XXXV, 
XXXVI. Bleflings of the gofpel covenant. J/a. xxv. 6, 7,8. And in 
this mountain foall the Lord of Hofts make unto all people a feaft, &c. 
XXXVII: God all-fufficient. J/aiah xl. 30, 31. Even the youths 
foall faint, &c. XXXVI, XXXIX. Putting on the Lord Jefus 
Chritt. Rom. xii. 14. But put ye on, &c. XL. Rom. viii. 2. 
For the law of the fpirit of life, &c. XLI. Triumph over death. 
t Cor, xv. 55. O death, where is thy fling ? 

We have only to add, that we confider Dr. Gibbons as a worthy 
and refpetable character, though we cannot always accord with his 
opinions, er admire his poetry. ‘44 


‘ é 
Art. 76. The Chriftian Remembrancer; or thort Reflections on the 

Faith, Life, and Conduct of a real Chriftian. i12zmo. 1s. 6d. 

fewed. Trapp. 1787. 

A plain and ferious book, which may be ufeful to many readers. 
Yt is rather of the puritanical caft; but it meddles not with contro- 
verfy : its language.is, ‘ while others difpute, let me enjoy ;’ and 
in order to this, it aims at forming the heart to piety and goodnefs: 
and if this end is attained and advanced, the means of effecting it 
are a very fecondary confideration. We have thought fometimes, ia 
locking into this little volume, of Thomas 4 Kempis, or Bifhop 
Hall's Meditations. All we have farther to fay is, that the profits 
of the treatife are devoted to {gme poor perfons. ph? 

* 
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Art. 77. 4 Letter toa Friend. Svo. 1s. Bew. 1788. 


This writer aims fome heavy blows at national churches in general, 
and at the Church of England in particular. Five queftions are pro- 

fed refpecting the latter, which are anfwered much to her difad- 
vantage. The defence we leave to thofe concerned, only we re- 
mark, that as to fome points of doctrine the Author appears to ac- 
cord with the thirty-nine articles; and farther, that he is a Baptift : 
Infant-baptifm is, in his view, the fruitful fource of al] evil. How- 
ever, he does not feem to diftinguifh between the pradiice itfelf and 
the manner of its adminiftration. 


¢ 
Art. 78. 4 Blow at the Root of pretended Calvini/m, or real Antino- 

mianifm. By John Hampion. @vo. is. Johnfon. 1788. 

By pretended Calvini/m this writer means that * which, under the 
fhew of attributing all to grace, deftroys the freedom of human ac- 
tions, reduces man to a mere machine, and runs into the ftoical fa« 
taliim. Tis. (after Mr. Robertfon) he calls pretended, becaufe ic 
was not, he fays, the fyftem of Calvin, nor is it the fyltem of the 
Scripture; which never fo fates the dottrine of the fall, as to excul- 
ate finners, nor ever fo {peaks of divine influence, as to annihilate 
moral agency.” Whether he is himfelf a Calvinift we enquire not : 
he appears to be a man of thought and knowlege, and we apprehend 
of piety and candour, He gives a ftrange account of the rant of 
fome who are ranked as pretenders. ‘The topics of predeftination or 
neceflity, liberty or free-will, are attended with great difficulties— 
happily for us, practical religion and moral duty are far more obvi- 
ous, This pamphlet is farther intended as a defence of another 
which is called *‘ Free Thoughts on the Extent of the Death of 
Chrift, and on the Doétrine of Reprobation.’ D o 





SINGLE SERMONS. 


I. The Sign given to Abaz. A Difcourfe on Ifaiah vii. 14, 15, 16. 
delivered in the Church of St. John, Devizes, at the triennial Vi- 
fitation of Shute Lord Bifhop of Sarum, July 26,1786. By Ben- 
jamin Blayney, B. D. Rector of Poulfhot, Wilts. To which is 
lubjoined, a propofed Emendation of a Paffage in a Differtation 
formerly publifhed by the fame Author, on Dan. ix. ver. 20, &c. 
gto. 1s. Cadell. 

The learned Author of this Difcourfe adopts the idea of Mr. Pof- 
tlethwaite (in his fermon on the fame text preached and printed at 
Cambridge in the year 1781), that in the prophecy in queftion, the 
birth of Chrift is not given as the fign to Ahaz of his approaching de- 
liverance, but the deliverance itfelf is the fign held forth to confirm 
the certainty of the future extraordinary birth; and adds, as a far- 
ther illuftration, that the fubfequent prediction of the calamities 
which were coming upon Ahaz, were alfo intended as a fign of the 
fame event. He underftands the words ‘* butter and honey, &c.” 
as denoting that the Meffiah would appear in a humble ftation, and 
be contented with the moft ordinary food, and would {elect good 





* See Rev. vol. Ixiv. p. 478. 
men 
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96 CorRRESPONDENCE. 
men from the moltitude to be members of his fpiritual kingdom, He 
renders the paflage thus: ‘‘ Butter and honey fhall he eat cwheg 1, 

all know to refufe what is evil and chufe what is good,” The 
difcourfe will be perufed with pleafure by thofe who are engaped 
in the critical ftudy of the Scriptures. 


II. The Chriftian Pafor’s Duty 10 teach the Divinity of Chrift wi, 
Difintereftednefs and Charity. Preached at the Vifitation at Rich. 
mond, Yorkthire, May 30, 1787. Publithed at the Requett of the 
Clergy. By the Rev. C. Francis, M. A. Rector of Wath. gto, 
19+ Baldwin, &c. ; 

A flight apology for orthodoxy, which, though neatly drawn up, 
goes very little farther than barely to thew the Author’s good in. 

tentions. . 


Ill. Preached Auguft 22, 1757, at the Ordination of the Rev. Fobn 
Love, Minifter of the Gofpel at Crifpin-ftreet, Spitalfields. By 
the Rev. Thomas Rutledge. To which is added, the Charge, by 
the Rev. William Smith, A. M. Publifhed at the Defire of the 
Congregation. 8vo. 1s. Elliotand Co. 1787. 

Mr. Rutledge gives a very fingular reafon for not fupplying the 
defe&is and rectifying the inaccuracies of this difcourfe, namely, that 
* the doing fo would have made it, in fome meafure, different from 
that which was delivered to the auditors, and which they defired to 
be printed.” The Public has certainly nothing to do with this apo- 
logy: however, if it fatisfied the congregation to whom it was de- 
livered, it may be fufficient; for it is not very probable that the 
defects of the publication will be perceived far beyond the precin&s 
of Crifpin-ftreet. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 

‘ In anfwer to Curiofa’s inquiry (mentioned in your entertain- 
ing Mifcellany for May laft) concerning the * Odes to the holy 
Mountains,’ which you could not find out by your Index * ; I beg 
leave to inform her by the fame channel, that the poem fhe inquires 
after is mentioned in the Monthly Review for Auguft 1779 (vol. Ixi. 
P- 93-), and is entitled, ‘ The Jewifh Bard. In Four Odes to the 
Holy Mountains. By John Wheeldon, A.M. gto. 1s. Gold- 
{mith.’ I am,,. 

‘Alnwick, Gentlemen, 


Jaly 18, 1788. Your moft obedient Servant, 
R, R.’ 


* It is to be found in the General Index, under the Author’s name. Vide 
letter W. in the clais Pozrry, &c. 





*,* Mr. Shaw’s letter, dated from Rochdale, Auguft 21, 1787) 
was not received till within a few days patt. 


4*4 Osher Articles of CorrESPONDENCE ewill be found in os 


Apprnvix [publithed with this Number], page 670. 
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